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of any vehicle after an automobile acci-
dent.

There is also a tendency to obsessive ideas
and doubts; that is, ideas and doubts that
persist in coming against the will of the
patient, such as the obscene word or phrase
that continually obtrudes itself on a chaste
woman, or the doubt whether one has shut
the door or properly turned off the gas. Of
course, everybody has such obsessions and
doubts occasionally, but to be psychasthenic
about it is to have them continually and to
have them obtrude themselves into every
action. In extreme psychasthenia the diffi-
culty of “making up the mind”, of deciding,
becomes so great that a person may suffer
agonies of internal debate about crossing the
street, putting on his clothes, eating his meals,
doing his work, about every detail of his
coming, going, doing, and thinking. A rest-
less anxiety results, a fear of insanity, an
inefficiency, and an incapacity for sustained
effort that results in the name that is often
applied, — ““anxiety neurosis.”

Third, there is a group of impulsions and
habits. Citing a few absurd impulsions:
a person feels compelled to step over every
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