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to turn myself in bed. 1 had a steamer stop at the

nearest point possible, and was carried to it on a

litter. I was then taken to Vicksburg, where I

remained unable to move for some time after-

wards.

While I was absent General Sherman declmed to

assume command because, he said, it would confuse

the records ; but he let all the orders be made in my

name, and was glad to render any assistance he could.

No orders were issued by my staff, certainly no im-

portant orders, except upon consultation with and

approval of Sherman.

On the 13th of September, while 1 was still m

New Orleans, Halleck telegraphed to me to send all

available forces to Memphis and thence to Tuscum-

bia to co-operate with Rosecrans for the relief of

Chattanooga. On the 15th he telegraphed again

for all available forces to go to Rosecrans. This

was received on the 27th. I was still confined to

my bed, unable to rise from it without assistance

;

but I at once ordered Sherman to send one division

to Memphis as fast as transports could be provided.

The division of McPherson's corps, which had got

off and was on the way to join Steele in Arkansas,

was recalled and sent, likewise, to report to Hurlbut

at Memphis. Hurlbut was directed to forward these

two divisions with two others from his own corps at

once, and also to send any other troops that might be


