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to implore the aid of the Blessed Father Francis, A babe
shedding a flood of tears. At once that lover of tuccoured
the age of innocence stood by her, saying : «* I

am Francis, O woman, whom thou hast invoked
with so many tears. Place (saith he) the babe's
mouth at thy breasts, for the Lord wUl give thee
milk in abundance." The aged woman obeyed
the behest of the Saint, and at once the breasts of
her that was eighty years of age poured forth an
abundance of milk. The miraculous gift of the
Saint was se*-?! of all, many, both men and women,
hastening to behold it. And since they could
not impeach with their tongue that which their

eyes had witnessed, they were all stirred up to
praise God in the marvellous might and love-
worthy goodness of His Saint.

5. At Spoleto, a man and his wife had one only
son, r/hom they bewailed each day as a reproach
unto their race. For his arms were fastened unto
his neck, and his knees attached unto his breast, and
his feet joined unto his back parts, so that he seemed
more like a monster than like an human offspring.

His mother, stricken with very passionate sorrow
by reason of this, with frequent groanings cried on
Christ, invoking the aid of Saint Francis, that he
would deign to help her in her misery, and
exposed as she was unto such reproach. Accord-
ingly, on a night when by reason of this sadness
a sad slumber had overtaken her, there appeared
unto her Saint Francis, soothing her with gentle

speech, and withal bidding her carry the child

unto a place hard by that was dedicated unto
himself; there water should be poured on him
from the well of that place, in the name of the


