
constructs his ((.ml) precisely as he did when the Urceks were thunderiii>; nt the
gates of Trov, and the ant has not chan^jed itself or its Imliits since Solomon
advised nnin to tro to him for encourajremoiit to industry.

In IH.i-i Benjamin Constant startled his jjenerntion liy resivin;; the tlwory
that the first man was a savajje. He puhlished a Imok to" prove his contentioii.
ami, after huildin;; u]) a wonderful structure of plnusiMlitics. possihiHties. sojihisnis

and arguments, rested his ease. Constant, at once hccanic. like Tlicodas. a " sonie-
hody " and his followers reh'<.'at(^il to the ash lipap. as cplodcd doctrines, tlie

Biblical account of creation, the birth of Adam, orifjinal sin and the Redemption
of Man. Then came Aujtuste Comte. who in a series of wonderful chapters.
pulveri.sed tl e ar;runients and citations of Constant, and i>rov(>(l beyond tiie pos-

sibility of a doubt tiiat man was evolved from an extinct lemur whose fossil

remains were found in Mada>;asear. Alxnit 18(10. Scotch and Knjrlish pliilosophcrs.
scientists and anthropologists be^ui a very stubborn and menacin<r attack on the
veracity of the Biblical narrative of the creation of num. the imniortalitv of the
hiinian soul and man's aecrmntability to a lli-iher I'ower. Charles Darwin.
Herbert Spencer. Stuart Mill, I .ofessor Huxley. Sir .fohn Lubbock and leaser

liphts. attacked the Mosaic account of the orijrin of the hunuin race and challen;:ed
the inspiration and authenticity of the Bible itself. But in time, tiie air clarified
itself, and, to the surprise of the philosoi)liers of science, the stuhlmrn S(-otch

and Enjrlish nobility and people stood f(nir square in defence of Christianity.
In the T'nited States Dr. I. \V. Draper and Professor John Fiske. of Harvard,

allied themselves with the Darwinian and the Spencerian battalions. Dr. Draper
in his very clever and [jersuasive bof)k " Human I'hysiolojjy, Statical ami
Dynamical.'" traced the orijrin of man back to a molecule—an almost infinitesimally
small substance—and its deveh.pment in millions of years into a man. r)r.

Theodore Nicholas (Jill. Dean of American Xaturalists! said to be one of the
most learned of American bioh.jrists. declared in a lecture on "Our .\ncestors
Before the Ape." delivered in Salt Lake City in 1!»().-.. that: " If we jro hack bevomi
the mannnals and (ishes. amphibians and dipnoans. we arc confronted with a
vista of interminable len-jth. throuj;h soft bodied forms extremely difFereiit from
anythin<r now livin<r. but resemblin<r a skull-less translucent vertel)rate. or a sea
squirt which we find attached to stones and shells. Man's further ancestry is

lost in an indefinite and innumerable scries of worm-like tliin>rs iielonirinjr to the
earliest period of our earth's history."' It now renniins for some |)rofessor with a
reputation to fearlessly assert that man never had a befrinnin;;. hut alwavs was. and
then this interniinablc dispute over man's orijjin will, like the lonjrest dav. come
to an end.* After the stormy days of Honsseau and Von Holbach. writers, callini;

themselves scientists, ontfdogists. traditionalists and liberals, launched witli jrrea^

polemic ability attacks a<jainst Christianity which have iiecn trinm])hanily re]nilsed.
In the early part of the ninet(>enth century Christianity was attacked in its separate
members and parts, but to-day the citadel itself is threatened and supernatural
relifrion as a revealed, historic, or piiilosophic creed is now on its d(»fence.

Sin(^e the time of the Roman persecutions there has never been .. period
demanding; from the apoloj;ists of revealed relifrion a more encyclopedic or critical
scholarship than the age in which we are now livin-r. Ministers of ndijri'in.

professors in universities, and members of many soci(>ties of l(>arninjr and research
have consciously or nnconsci(msly encourafied atheists, deists and rationalists in their
war on religion—a war whi(>h owes its i)opularity not so much to the prominent

* Appen(ii.\, .Vole I.


