
uhcrr, lis a ml... tlio main part of tin- .Top is most iiiiiimtiir.'. th.>ii(fh .,f ^' 1 i.mrkpt-
al.lr siz.\ when fli,> t..ps an- cut .l.)wn W niifuinii fr.*ts aii.l wh.T.- tli.T.- i^. little or
no (liHcnso in the crop.

IMI'lt.lVKMKNT nV IirT.I, sFI.KCTrON.

After a variety lias liceri ..riKJnateil, aii.l al'irr its jreneral .•liaracteristies have been
sufficiently fixed to intro.lu.-e it, a variety may l.e eliant'.-il, ti. >..tne extent, by careful
(election. This may he iiiulertaketi fur the piirjxwe ,,f ii,crea-<iiw the yield or to obtain
1) variety which is ear'i.T .)r Liter, shallower in the eye. .ir of h.'tter shaiH\ Selecti.)n
•i.uy also be made to obtain a potato which is more resistant to dismise nn.l <ln ntrht.
better in .lunlity. ,

r with a hI'.'h.T p..rc..nta>re of starch, but while se'.tH-tion is d.^sirable
there n. .<ls to be ni ro experimental evidence to show thr.t marked, permanent ebantres
in a variet.v can be i.Mde in this way.

The most iiccun>te way to carry on hill selwtion is by the individual tuber or
tuber-unit meth.xl by which the yield from each individual tuber is kept separate.

A simple method ol' selection, and one which will be found to nhc ^rood results,
is to diK enousrh of the (rer.nral cr.)p by hand each vear so that enough seed can bo
selected from jrood hills to ffive a suiJcient quantity of seed for the general crop.
H.v this method the >H>or hills iiicliidiiiM- potatoi's <,f low vitality and those atfe<'ted
with disease are eliminated and the standard raised. This is i)erhaps the best method
(if selection for the averape farmer.

While the methods . f s.-lection described are mainly for tlir purpose of inereasine
the yield, it is desirable to sele.^t at the same time for purity, trueness to type,
improvement of shape of tuber. r(>sistance to disease, a!id anything else which will
improve the value of the crop.

KIND OK SKTS To PI.WT.

Many expt-riments have been trie.] to determine the best kind of sots to plant, and.
on the whole, it has been found that ix""d marketable tubers cut into pieces so as to
have, at least, thre.> Rood eyes to a piece, and a liberal amount of flesh, are the bestA medium sized potato shoul.l make tlir.v to four set^, .-uttiiur the iwtato '.-ngthwise
and tli.'n across, when four are made. Tlu> less iK.tatoes have sprouted in the dark the
berter the seed will be, hence fiey should be kept as aormant as possible by storing
i.i a cool place. ' '

**

rjXDITION OF SETS WIIKN PLANTED.

The sooner the sets are planted after the potatoes have been cut the better the
yield will be The sooner the sets are covered nfter they have been dropped in the field
the larger the yield wiU also be. Coating the sets with land plaster or lime will also
materially lucreuse the yield.

BEST DEPTH Til Pf,

It is important to know the most economical depth to plant potatoes, as there is no
doubt that ditlerent depths of planting will give ditFerent results, but there will not
be the same results on all soils. The yield, however, is not the only point to be tik.>n
into consideration, the question of labour being impi. tant also. While shallow planting
has given the best yields at Ottawa in loose, sandy loam soil, the i.iost economicil depth
is from tour to five inches for good loamy soils on account <,f the liarrowiii"- which is
necessary to destroy weeds and which would di -r out sets which were planted'^shallower.
Sets should be p.anted deeper in soils likely to dry out than in others more retentive of
moisture.


