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explained, ' has been complicated by the stoppage of
the usual imports of fodder harlty from Russia. As a
result, the more valuable German barley has risen to
a hifjh price, and rye, which is now cIh ..}K'r than barley,

has been used for fodder instead of being saved for bread."

When we n^flect that of late years almost half the
German supply of b;irley has come from liussia, we
can well believe 'the situation is complicated'. It

looks, ifideed, like the beginning of the end, even though
the enil should be a good way off.

I shall assume, then, that the Allies are going to win,
and that economic pressure will contribute more and
more, as the war goes on, to that consummation. What
is going to be the outcome V Much doubtless that we can
as yet hardly foresee

; but there are a few large results

that are beginning to make themselves discernible.

One result will be the further consolidation of the
Empire. It is an old jest, but one which contains a
great truth, that we ought to erect a statue to Kruger
as one of the Creators of the British Empire. Certainly
the Kaiser in that sense will deserve a nmch liner one.
The real danger to the imperial tie is not conscious
alienation between the several sister nations, but an
unconscious drifting apart, due to the strenytli of local

interests and the weakness of the centriptit.d forces
;

not antipathy, but simply the want of mutual inter-

course. A war in wiiich the self-gciverniug Dominions
voluntarily take an active ])art reveals to thems'^'U-es the
strength of their sense of imperial solitlarity ; ti. very
fighting side by side creates a mutual knowledge, nujtual

understanding ami respect, a fund of conmion memories
;

and it is out of such a soil that the confederate organiza-
tion, appropriate for no unique an Empire as ours,
is most likely to spring. ,hi.st a.s the crcuticjn, in the
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