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Lounge wizards
parties in the Hollywood hills. All asked what 
of them dream of fame and for- kind of a car 
tune while waiting for the phone he 
to ring, angling not for a chance 
on the big screen, but for a spot lier,” he stam- 
on a sitcom. It is the Hollywood mers, “a red 
dream scaled down to slacker Cavalier.” The

model turns 
A slacker film set in the lounge back to her 

scene — it had to happen. Mike friend, 
and his pals know the retro-lingo 
and the retro-look, heading out like this pro
to check on the “babies" in per- vide the film 
fectly creased pants and with its best 
body-hugging muscle shirts, moments. A 
sporting crewcuts and sideburns, pilgrimage to 
But this is a film that relentlessly Las Vegas ends 
pops pretensions. All of that look in a casino 
and style come to nothing when jammed with 
Mike tries to pick up a model at video lottery 
a party in the hills, only to be terminals be

ing played by 
blue-haired 
grandmothers; 
an attempted 
pick-up ends in 
ignominy 
when Mike is 
recognized as 
the guy who 
was applying 
for work at 
Starbucks. 
Mike moves in 
a world that is 
eerily familiar, 
a world filled 
with unem-

S wingers
Directed by Doug Liman 

Written by and starring Jon Favreau
drives. 

“Uh...a Cava-

Swingers takes you to a time 
when martinis were the drink of 
choice and Sinatra was the Lord 
of the Lounge, when white walls 
pounded pavement and Las Vegas 
was Mecca. In other words, now.

Mike (Jon Favreau) is one of a 
million other hopefuls who clog 
up Los Angeles like fatty depos
its in an artery. Mike’s days are 
spent mooning over his 
ex-girlfriend and watching his 
friends play Nintendo. At night 
he is out with the boys on mara
thon martini binges at the Lava 
Lounge or stealing booze from

size.

Anti-climaxes

ployed friends who drink coffee filmmaking at its best: witty, fun. 
served by university- educated honest and touching. Ultimately, Wormwoods Cinema from Friday, 
waitresses, and where social awk- the movie draws to a disappoint- February 21st until Thursday, 
wardness serves as the cement ingly Hollywood ending, but that February 2 7th.

goes with the territory. At least

Swingers is playing at

that binds us together.
Swingers is Hollywood getting there is a great ride. GREG BAK
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FOR MAKING THIS YEAR'S FUNDING 
DRIVE SUCH A SUCCESS

feat if you consider that they have 
an average age of seventeen.

The concept of Silverchair no 
doubt started on the Nirvana 
bandwagon. Their music is not a 
copycat style, more a continua
tion of the legacy left behind by 
Kurt Cobain. The angst delivered 
by lead singer Daniel Johns on 
tracks like “Slave", “Cemetery" 
and “Pop Song For Us Rejects” is 
addictive, however depressing it 
may be.

“Abuse Me” is one track that is 
worth a special mention as it de
velops from a gentle alternative 
ballad to an anthem of immense 
proportions. The sing-a-long re- 

When Silverchair came out frain, “C’mon abuse me more I 
with frogstomp, everyone 
sniggered at the teeny- 
bopper
wannabes from Down 
Under. Their follow-up,
Freak Show, should muz
zle those critics once and 
for all as it is even better 
than its predecessor.

Silverchair’s blend of 
Metallica-meets-Nirvana 
quite simply works, yet 
most people will prob
ably choose words like 
“sell-out" to describe 
Freak Show. From the ti
tle track, “Slave”, right 
through to “The Clos
ing", this CD is jam- 

with
monumental alternative 
anthems. With timeless lyrics like, like it,” together with the end 
“Couldn’t care less if I died right 
now / Who am I? / I don’t know 
you tell me / You seem to know ibly memorable track. If 
everything else,” and, “Take the Silverchair were to be remem
time to learn to hate / Come and bered for one song, chances 
join the mass debate,” Silverchair this would be it. 
are fast becoming the spokesmen 
of their generation — no mean Daniel Johns wrote most of the

tracks on Freak Show, collaborat
ing with drummer Ben Gillies on 
the music of some songs like “No
body Came", "Roses” and “Learn 
To Hate”.

I'CUZ OF YOU WE WERE ABLE TO RAISE
K 5 2 , 1 1 5 All three members of 

Silverchair (the third person is 
bass player Chris Joannou) are 
very good musicians in their cho
sen field. While the band may not 
survive past the hype, Johns, 
Gillies and Joannou should be 
around for a while to come. Un
like other young band members, 
they can play their instruments 
and aren’t desperately trying to 
tap into the oh-so-lucrative pre
teen-female market.

frogstomp is a contemporary 
classic and there’s no 
reason why Freak Show 
shouldn’t go the same 
way. One can only hope 
that Silverchair doesn't 
end like Nirvana did.

Freak Show
Silverchair

Epic

Nirvana

Ha

EUGENIA BAYADA
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Nerf Herder
Nerf Herder 

Arista Records

Hmmm...not much
of an impression here, 
good, bad, or otherwise. 
Nerf Herder is just an
other one of your nasal, 
boring Weezer-wannabe 

bands. Now that genre isn’t ex
actly my cup of tea, but if it

f j
packed

mantra of, “Throw the sailors 
overboard,” makes for an incred- catches y°ur interest, check them

out.
The album consists of ten 

whiny ballads about music and 
women. “Van Halen” (it’s a song 

Lead singer and guitar player folks) is one of the shining

are
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RETRO NIGHT EVERY WEDNESDAY Cont'd on page 17

BIRDLAND ON-LINE:
http://www-textureweb.ns.ca/birdland

• OPEN ‘TIL 3:30 AM EVERY NIGHT • 
2021 Brunswick St. at Cogswell • 425-0889

Saturday March 1 st

WEEPING TILE
& FUR PACKED ACTION $6

STATE CHAMPS $5WITH

Friday February 28th

Thursday February 27th

MINI POPS + THE THURS
DAY TOAD + HERCULES $4

Saturday February 22nd

3 PENNY OPERA $4

Friday February 21 st

KUDZU+VERTIGO
ALSO FIVE FOOT NINE^^^H$4

Thursday February 20th

JULIA’S RAIN $4
WITH 22 CIRCLES & CHRISTOPHER ROBIN DEVICE

'RIKMANi CABARET
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