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wecause one has to not only rem-
ember the meanings of the cards,
but be able to weave these meanings
into a convincing story line as well.

Likely the custom of telling stories
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accompany performances (that most
modern magicians use) originates
from Tarot readings and the histories
that readers create during the divin-
ation. There are stories with each
trick. The stories intrigue you, and
keep your interest.
% Though probably the most pop-
PyARE

.l ular Tarot isn’t the only method of
divination practiced by mystics. Tea
leaves, Tarot, and Palm Reading are
scoffed at, but most people still
retain a morbid curiosity about the
future. They say, ”I don’t believe it
for a second!”, but when their
# fortune is being told their eyes
8 widen, and the mystic receives their
undivided attention.

Most people truly want to believe
in magic. They want their world to
be dramatic and surprising. The luck
of the draw is not as romantic as a
cosmic force controlling destiny. It is
these hidden fantasies that mystics
and magicians prey upon.
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Melinda Vester spoke to one such
individual about his arts:

Magic is a secret business, so when
| entered “Willards House of Magic”
I'was asked for identification proving
my affiliation with "The Gateway”,
This gave the interview a sense of
mystery from the start. Freddie Wil-
lard then told me the reason for such
secrecy is that spies often try to steal
illusions from their competitors. To
the dismay of the magic community,
there are also some “magicians” that
publicly reveal the secrets of illu-
sions. These kinds of people are
likely to bring the wrath of the magic
community on themselves in the
form of legal action. Skepticism is
difficult enough to contend with
without people giving away secrets.

A magician’s livelihood depends
on keeping the audience in awe. If
the secret of an illusion is revealed,
the wonder is gone. Freddie Willard
is a master illusionist who, even in a
simple conversation, can keep you
spellbound. Although he gave me
permission to record our conversa-
tion, | got the distinct impression
that he didn’t want me to. Our con-
versation was so engrossing that
before | knew it, it was over. | hadn’t
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- gotten anywhere near my tape
recorder. (Interestingly enough, the

film that | shot turned up blank...).
He says that magic takes talent, study
and hard work. He should know.

You could not find a more ac-
complished magician than Freddie
Willard, who has performed magic
professionally for 31 years (41 if you
include his time as an amateur). He is
well known in magic societies all
over the world and has over 130
magical inventions to his name — all
under copyrights, of course.

There are always young people in
Mr. Willard’s shop and he willingly
shows them how to perform magic
with the items they buy. (He will per-
form any trick in the shop, but until it
is sold, he will not reveal the secret.)
When Mr. Willard comes across an
exceptionally talented youth, he
takes him under his wind as a pro-
tege. He has two so far.

Fortunately, Freddie Willard and

his wife, Rita, love children so the-

young people that hang around the
shop are not a bother. “Magic is a
clean art,” Mr. Willard said, and he
feels great when young people are
interested in it, it keeps them off the
street.” He likes to see wonder in
young faces just like his inspiration, a
magician named Dante, whom Wil-
lard first saw when he was nine.
Dante borrowed Freddie Willard’s
pocket watch and smashed it. To
young Freddie’s distress, Dante went
on to other tricks carefully ignoring
Freddie’s squirms of concern. When
he asked for his watch back, Dante
pointed to three potatoes and asked
Freddie to choose one. Dante sliced
the chosen potato open and to
Freddie’s amazement, there, inside,
was his watchs, This performance
inspired Freddie’s dedication to
magic for all time. S
Now, Freddie has taken Dante’s

place. Now, he is the man to amaze
audiences by performing miracles.

Although Mr. Willard is not on the
stage anymore, he is still very in-
volved with magic. His major con-
cern is for magic’s reputation, he
does not want people to “degrade
magic”. He hopes illusion will remain
enchanting in a world where there is
very little enchantment left.

Mr. Willard made a point to say
that you should be very careful when
hiring a magician for parties, many
performers are only conc¢erned with
lining their pockets. Their lack of
ability as entertainers could destroy
the illusion to their audienes. The
magic must be protected!

At the end of our visit, Mr. Willard
did what he called a simple, mechan-
ical trick. He transformed a hander-
chief into a cane.. . . leaving me in a
state of awe. | must say, Mr. Willard
restored a sense of wonder to my
life.

Magic is not a widely accepted
belief in our society, but don’t you
ever have any nagging suspicions?
Do Halloween, Tarot Readers, Mag-
icians and all the other mystics prey
on those suspicions. Or are they
real? Until you are sure, maybe you

- should stay away from the high level

bridge at night; especially at this
time of year. Remember Sleepy
Hollow . . .

Boo!
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THE ULTIMATE IN-EAST INDIAN CUISINE
An authentic Indian chef offers dishes
favored by eastern Emperors and Queens.
Rediscover how food can be an adventure.

THE NEW ASIAN VILLAGE
7908 - 104 St.
FULLY LICENSED

7 days a ;ueek x
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LUNGH Mon. to i - 11:30 am. - 2 pm. TRY OUR CARL L. CHRISTENSEN, Principal
DINNER: Sun. to Wed. - 5:00 pm. - 10 pm. COMBINATIONPLATE Mannawanis Life Values School
Thurs. to Sat. - 5:00 pm. - 11 pm. i f Box 2519
Asian Lunch Special: $5.95 consists of 7 LBERTA
with this ad you will get $1.00 off exotic St. Paul, Al
Lunch or 10% off Supper. items TOA 3A0

Intern TeacHer W ANTED

If you are eligible for the Initiation to Teaching Project
and want to acquire modern learning methods in a
wholistic, teacher-as-role model JR/SR High School
Program (as featured on the April 8/86 Fifth Estate),
please call 1-645-5384 or evenings 1-635-2568
(CARL), 1-645-5633 (BRAD) or send a resume to
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