
-1I go( an eight in English 200ý but I've failedthe writing camnpe-
terice test twicel'>

-1 passed my writing competence test but 1 got a four-on my
English essa y."

These snatcbets of converstation iIIustrate the contradictory'
position of the Unwverslty's Iatest attempt at "student weeding";
the writing co<npetenoe test. The test is deslgned toensure that
ail students have a grasp of the. rudiments of writing at the
university level. Yet students are discovering that the results they
obtain on tItis test do not necessarily parailel their performance in
an English course. Obviousty, a prof essor worth his tenure is flotý
going to give an eight to a student who can't perform up'to
university standards, yet students can exceil in English and stili fait
the test. This ia scary fact when one considers that the university
could potentially require a competent student to.withdraw. Why
is the correlation between writing competence test resuits and
ctass performance so uneven?

The writing competenoe test is not difficuit ta pass. The exams
are graded by two markers to ensure fairness. Theproblem lies in
the test's very pu rpose - the evaluation of the student'sgrasp of
wrlting basics.

Too often students try to write the essay of the century
(inspired by the exam's "emotional" type questions) and get so
carried away that they tend ta flaw their arguments and employ
pompous vocabulary. The exam does flot require students ta
display James Joyclan abilities, but rather cais for well-structured
sentences, clean gram mar and adequate structure. Marking on
spelling is rather unf airas most people are not waling dkctionar-
les. Often students, afraid of speiling a particular word incor-
rectly, use a simpler substitute, paradoxically lasinig points in
vocabulary.

The advice givýen ta students through the grapevine is ta write a
«'bland" essay (without cliches). for someone who is talented in
English, this is a good suggestion. The exam should be regarded
as an exercise in -the basts.,

Unfortuniateiy, in two years, students will be required ta pass
the writing competency exam as a basis for admission ta the U of
A. Surely the univers4tydoesn't belive that a student's potential
can be assesed in one sbot from an inaccurate exam. Students
should be given the chance ta improve their skills at a university
level and barring entrance ta sorneone on the results of one
exam defeats the purpose of higher learning.

Perhaps one way ta ensure that students possess universit
level writing skills ita require that ail students from every faculty
receive a grade of at Ieast six in a first year Engtish course. This
solution would save a lot of grief an the student's and university's
pat
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Mundane headline

Mr. qoucbard, 1 do flot know which world you Set
your information f rom. Obviously, it is nat the real
one.

Your editorial of January 29, proves once again
your apparent ineptitude in the journalistic arena.
Firstly, your facts arewrong. A minimal effort on your
part would have corrected this example of poor jour-
nalism. On what "hearsay" do you base your factual
dlam that 1 have inslsted that SU employees take.
leaves of absences from their positions? 1 have flot
even talked ta Mr. Mactaughlin for one thing. Why
do you place yourself in the comproising position
of lyingl?

if you want ta deliberately defame or slander or
libelor whatever in an effort ta, "destroy" me, then at
the least display a madicum of what 1 naively refer ta
as your intelligence. 1 was elected to do a job, which,
despite your-desultory comments ta the contrary, 1
feel 1 am doing. Whether yau agree witb what 1 do or
flot is your opinion but I daresay your position does
not give yau the right ta abuse the fundamental
precepts upon which our society is founded, i.e. --for
a simpleton, one does not make untrue statemnents
about another persan.

Gilbert, 1 hope you'll came ta your senses somêday
and realize what it takes besides diaherra of the
mouth ta be a journalist.

For the information of yourself and the readers of
the Gateway l'Il state that 1 have duties, work, func-
tions, etc., ta attend during these two weeks: 1 do not
take my job lightîy. if 1 do not do It no-one else wiIl.
The CR0 (Chief Returning Off icer> has come down
with a ruling concerning leaves of absences. 1
encourage the Gateway ta read it, before they com-
ment on it.

1 have also made an agreement ta anly campaign
for certain hours, putting myself at an immense dis-
advantage. For yaur information 1 have been reoeiv-
ing the equivalent of a $900/mo. salary, $150 less than
the other four executive members since 1 took office.
1 donate part of my salary ta the SU every month. 1
have yet ta see the Gateway display an ability ta stand
behind their words as 1 do. I'd say more, but I>m sure'
you'II jus add some mundane headline.

Floyd Hodgins
SU Presiderut

Disgust and dismay

It waswith disgust and dismay that 1 read the delib-
erately misleading notice in Jan. 24s Gateway, outln-
ing the SU General Election and referenda. 1 am
aware of the ongoing dispute over the SU Building
Policy. 1 believe that the referendum question is
worded in such a way that the reai issue is not made
clear. The question asks, "Do you wish the SU ta place
restrictions, in addition ta those which exist within
applicable federal and provincial laws, on activities in
the SU Building?"

This question fails ta state that the actual concern is
that the existing federal and provincial iaws place no
restriction upon the presentation of sexist and/or
racist material in the SU Building. The above-stated
question implies that further restrictions would mean
censorship, rather than protection of certain groups.

1 would like ta know whetheror not those students
voting 'No' realize that they are in fact, saying "No, 1
don't mind if aur SU Building is used ta exhibit sexist
and racist materiali"

Wenda Mundeli
Pharmacy 111
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