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situation generally tend toward
the apocalyptic. The city is a
concrete prison full of poison
gases and too many robot-like
people. In comparison Boyce
Richardson is almost optimistic.
He takes a careful rational look
at the concept of the city and as
the title of his book indicates, he
believes that there is a future for
Canadian cities, The quality of
this future depends upon the
action taken by citizens now. We

gigantic commercial complexes.
These are used by a very small
portion of the population,
Meanwhile the urban poor who
used to live there are
transplanted to pre-fab slums,
euphemistically termed “‘public
housing” with the definite
implication of social inferiority.
Richardson is not a barbarian
out to vandalize the National
Arts Centre but he has focused
on a flaw in our urban planning
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Richardson’s basic definition of
a city involves, of course, a high

smaller facilities. The main point
is that these public institutions
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entities. There is an organic
interdependence of people and

transit problems of a large city.
His ideal solution is free urban
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continuing disintegration of
American cities to an
over-application of the principles
of individualism. The goals of
the private (and generally rich
capitalistic) citizen cannot be
placed above the goals of the

public health and medicare as a
public expense. Cars are so
detrimental to the environment
that their cost to society far
outstrips the price tag on the
vehicle itself. Perhaps they ought
to be taxed. Surely emission
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admitted that his is an idealistic
view and rather left of centre.
However he mentioned that the
response he has received on

particularly apt for persons
concerned with Edmonton’s
future.
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noticed at least five signs

his ideas among the people most
affected by urban development,
Richardson has constructed an
argument that proves that such a
concept of a city is not
impossible though it does
involve a certain amount of basic
change in the economic
structures of society. A more
egalitarian system is needed.
However, Richardson
demonstrates that the changes
required are hardly radical.
Pointing to the 1970 FRAP
confrontation with the city of
Montreal, Richardson states that
"with the exception of the
proposal for free urban
transportation there was nothing
in it that has not been tried

offering land for sale. “"Return
to the Land’' the people chorus
as the quality of urban life
decays. These people think they
are escaping to an idyllic rural
life. They drive their Land Rover
to their pre-fab transplanted
urban house. Marie Antoinette
at Trianon! They fancy
themselves ecologically aware
but they have managed to ignore
the fact that the city is an
environment too. Boyce
Richardson does not think there
are any easy answers, He
examines various alternatives in
Sweden, Britain and Holland.
Some of these ideas could work
for us. Canada is still in a
position to develop her cities in
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like Expo or even smaller
elephants like domed stadiums
and convention centres. These
structures, which we so
euphemistically refer to as
‘urban renewal’, do nothing to
revitalize a city. In fact, they
drain the city's financial and
environmental resources, The
central area of a city seems to be
dying so city planners just scrape
it away to make room for

jargon of the city planners, His
aim is to communicate with the
people that live in cities and
convince them that they can and
must take steps to ensure that
our future cities are viable social
entities and not prisons. “The
Future of Canadian Cities' is a
very readable book and one that
should be read.
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