
CANAIAN COURIER.

A Campaign of Abuse.

T HE- campaign of abuse which is now being 'car-
ried on in some British and some Canýadian
newspapers, directed at Sir Wilfrid Laurier,

is decidedly unfair. Indéed, one mlght terni it un-
scrupulous and still be within bounds. For example,
in an article in last week's issue of the Sunday
World, Toronto, the following statement is made:

"Where the ministers of the motheriand and the
sister states have been receptive and eager in their
efforts to strengthen the tie that holds the British
peoples ini an imperial band, reaching round the
world front England to England again, the Do-
minion Premier has chosen to assume the part of
the indifferent, and even cynical, critic.'

This statement is misleading and untruthful. Sir
Wilfrid Laurier may .not be a keen Imperialist, but
bce certainly bas flot opposed ail the other over-seas
Premiers or even the majority of them. Neither
has he opposed any Imiperialist propositions put for-
ward by the British Ministers.

Ail this siander with regard to Sir Wilfrid
Laurier seems to have arisen fromn his attitude to-
ward Sir joseph Ward's resolution in favour of an
Imperial Council. Lt is quite truc that Sir Wilfrid
T.nlirier ormosed the idea and opposed it strongly.

Af ter quoting Mr. Asquith's remarks in condemna-
tion of the proposal, the Westminster Gazette writer
adds: "It is interesting to observe f rom this debate
the complete acquiescenice of the Dominion Primie
Ministers in the division of labour which leaves the
Government of the United Kingdomn the sole re-
sponsibility for foreign policy, while it leaves the
Dominions unfettered control of their local forces.
That rests on practical as welI as theoretical
grounds, for it is recognized that the Imperial Gov-
ernment could not 13e strong and efficient in foreign
affairs unless it was in a position to act swiftly and
decisiveiy on its own responsibility in time of
emergency."

Imperial Tracte Commission.

W HElN a Canadian statesman desires to avoid
present discussion of at question, he asks for
a royal commission to ivestigate it.

Apparently thîs is the rule in other countries judg-
ing by the inanimity with which the Imnperial Con-
ference memhers accepted Sir Wilfrid Laurier's
suggestion of an Imperial Trade Commission.

No matter what the motive, the Commission is a
splendid idea. Hitherto ail commissions on Imperial
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for a week or two. In the meantime, the act
on the Liberal side is flot great. When these lei
get back, however, there will be somn e big
firing.

An Idol with Clay FeetIN Toronto there is a weekly newspaper-whi
edited by somnebody for soine purpose. Th(
no evidence available as to just who that'

body is. The editor signs himself "Colonel
somne namne similar to that. But if the edil
unknown, the purpose is quite clear. The pu
is to make a big noise which sounds like somn
hitting something. 0f course, nothing is reail
but the noise is there every week.

This big noise paper has been pubiishing a
of articles on insurance. These are intend
show that the edîtor or the pubilier or soiTn

who works for them, knows that the public is
fooled by bad insurance policies, bankrupt
ance companies and inadequate government
gulation. These articles make a noise like
vestigation in the public interest.

Now, the other day, the office of Provinc:
surance inspecter fell vacant in Ontario. It
most important insurance position in Canada,
be if the Supreme Court decides ehis mont
insurance is a matter largely- within the juris(
of the provinces. The Ontario Government
under the necessity of filling this office. Nat
through fear of the "Colonel," the man that
the big noise, the Government was expected 1
around for the best insurance man in Cana(
put him on the job. Everybody was quite su
this would occur. Imagine the puhlic's si
when~ it was learnied that in spite of the big
and the series of articles, the Çovernmer
selected and appointed an aged lawyer recomr
il- fl 1-1 ýý;iin Thif ânnciintee. so fa


