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jIN THE PUBLIC VIEWI
THE incomprehensible Mr. Sifton hasTbeen as much discussed of late as

any man in the Dominion Cabinet.
His great consteuctive speech on

the Budget has restored him to the intel-
lectual consideration which for a while he
had temporarily lost in speculation upon
other matters. Nobody quite understands
Mr. Sifton. It is doubtful if lie is able to
comprehend himself. But it is plain to
botli bis friends and detractors that this
statesman has a remarkable mind That,
however, no one has ever denied hlm -
ability to think and to organise and to
work. His career in the House and theHon. Clifford Sifton Government has been spectacular. Hie has
remained in the House as a constructive

statesman. Quite possibly bis deafness has had a good deal to do withthe ex-Minister's concentration. Hie lias been somewliat aloof fromordinary gossip, to say the least, and that often makes for soundthinking. But with ail bis deafness, when Mr. Siftoni puts an ear tothe grounid he 'hears things. His recent speech lias stamped hlmindelibly on the public imagination.

A LBERTA'S new University Chancellor is Judge Stuart of the'CISupreme Court of that province. .His appointment at the recent
Convocation lias already made people in that discerning countrycom-prehend that tliey have cliosen the right man. On the ground ofscholarship alone Judge Stuart was the strongest possible candidate.

Lie was a graduate of 1891 from Toronto UJniversity-in classics,whicli lad not at that time begun to lose their premiership among theArts courses. Besides winning a gold medal iu classics Mr. Stuart
graduated as an honour man in political science and history.., Theyear following he was given a temporary appointmnent as lecturer in
history on the illness and deatli of Sir __________

Daniel Wilson, the president. A fel -______________
lowship from Clark University came to
him nex-t and fot a brief while lie was
lecturer on constitutional governiment
lu the University of Toronto. Since
going to the, land of great opportunity
where mere scholarship) carnies provor-

the record for speed in dressing for a public
that lie was able on one occasion to shave and
in seven minutes.

function; rumour lias it
dress for a public dinner

HON. MR. BRODEUR, whoH las been made tesb
ject of repeated attacks

during the present session by
the Dominion Opposition, lias
been a Minister since 1904.
Previous to that lie was Speak-
er of the House. After being
Minister of Inland Revenue for
about two years, lie became
Minister of Marine and Fisher-
ies on the deatli of Hon. Ray-
mond Prefontaine.

Mr. Brodeur was boru at
Beloeil, P.Q., in 1862 and grad-
uated LL.B. from Lavai in
1884. Like so many of the
Quebec barristers lie lias dab-
bled in journalismn, and pre-
vious to bis election to. the
House, lie was editor of Le
Soir, Montreal.

As Speaker and as Minister
of Inland Revenue, Mr. Bro-
deur made a good impression. Hon. L. P. Brodeur
As a member of the Tariff
Commission which went about the country investigating commercialconditions, lie increased bis reputation. Wlien lie went to theImperial Conference,' he seemed to have reaclied the front rank ofCanadian statesmen. It is, therefore, a considerable surprise to thepublic that serious attack should now be made on bis administration.Lie is probably the victim of circumstances. When lie took over the-Marine and Fisheries it was in a bad way, since bis prodecessors in

office liad paid more attention to poli-
tics than to the details of their depart-
mient. His deputy was old and appar-
ently unable to keep his departmýent
up-to-date. M r. Brodeur probably
erred ln being too lenient witli officiais
w ho liad been in the service since tlie
days of the Conservative regime, and
liesitated to take sucli action as wouid
have left him open to the charge of
dismissing Conservative appointees for
the purpose of substituting Liberai
appointees. If the Civil Service had
been on a proper basis, Mr. Brodeur
hiîght have avoided mucli of the
trouble which lias come to him. With-
ou t a Civil Service Commission to see
that the employees in eacli departmnent
are doing their work properly, a Cabi-
net Minister is in an awkward n~ta


