until the school houses ceased to be bare, for the chil-
dren were encouraged to raise flowers and shrubs by
contests and prizes, and in many of the schools, too, the
women put in equipment so that hot lunches could be
served in the winter time.

Alberta led all the provinces, too, in the matter of
public health. The first four health nurses were ap-
pointed in 1917. Alberta also had the first municipal
hospitals and free dental and medical care for school
children.

A new province, such as Alberta was then, naturally
attracted the adventurous people of the older parts of
Canada. People who were not afraid to go out like
Abraham, not knowing whither. The critics of this
province had described Alberta as the laboratory guinea
pig on which social experiments had been tried for the
whole continent. But in these experiments great ideas
have come to life.

William Aberhart, one of Calgary’s high school princi-
pals, (and one of the best in the province,) while mark-
ing examination papers in Edmonton, asked one of his
fellow examiners to give him a book to read one night
as they parted. The book happened to be one on Social
Credit by Maurice Colborne, the actor. Mr. Aberhart
was a radio commentator, and naturally was looking for
interesting material for his listening audience. As he
explained Social Credit to them he convinced himself.

The eager-minded Albertans took to the plan and
the promise of $25.00 a month for everyone sounded
like the golden promise of a fairy godmother. It just
couldn’t be! But, after all, who knows? There might
be something in it. Social Credit associations were
formed all over the province, and put a candidate in
every field. A good story was told during this election—
not however good enough to stem the Social Credit

185



