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nerable Council and to the Committee, 'in whofe name, 1 conceive, you.
have written to me, the following obfervations :
“ y—Itis %r doubtful whether the Province can, at prefent, furnith
a fufficient nu\pbcr of ftudents to occupy the mafters and profeffors thae
would nece{’['an\y be required to form an Univerfity. While there re-
mains in Canada Yo much land te clear, it is not to be expected that

the country inhabitants will concern themielves about the liberal arts,
A farmer in eafy circumftances, who withes to leave his children a com-

¢ fortable inheritance, will rather bring them up to agriculture, and em-
¢ ploy his money in the\purchafe of lands, than procure them learn-

ing of which he knows nothmg himfelf, and of the value of which it
is fcarcely poffible he fhould have an idea. Every nation upon the
globe has fucceflively given proof of my affertion, the fciences having
flourithed only, when there have been more inhabitants than neceflary
for the cultivation of the land. This is not yet the cafe in Canada;
an immenfe fpace of country, where the lands, little improved, offer
on all hands, wherewithal to exercife the induftry, and fimulate the
intereft of the fettlers, The towns therefore ﬁand alone for furmlhmg_
Students to the Univerfity. \
¢ There are but four towns in the province : '\M{]llam Henry, ftill
uninhabited; Three-Rivers, fcarcely meriting the name of a town:
The inhabitants of Quebec and Montreal, it is known, are not very nu-
merous. Befides, is it probable, confidering the prefent fc f\armty of mo-
ney and the poverty of the citizens, thatMontreal can fend’ lkxily youths
to the Univerfity —In the courfe of every two years, ten or twelve
fcholars are fent from thence to Quebec to ftudy Philofophy; If more
fhould come from thence, the whole town would murmur. Many, for
want



