HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY,

»
HALIFAX, WEDNESDAY, MARCH -20, 1850.

Speech of the Hon. Provincial Secretary on the Hon, LW
Johnston’s Resolations. .

Hon. Provincial Secretary rose and said :
Having been called upon, Mv. Chairman,
by my Hon. and learned fstend the Leader
of the Administration, as being ~more
familiar with the correspondence which
has passed.on the various topies touched
upon in the speech of the Hon. and learned
Leader of the Opposition, I riseto vindicate
the government from the aspersions which
have been cast upon it. And, sir, before
1 sit down, I shall give to the Committee
the reasons which prevent me from sanc-
tioning the string of resolutions new be-
fore them, The Hon. and learned mever
will allow ms to say—that those resolu-
. tions.might have been drawn in a spint
reflecting more credit upon the genereus
feeling and good taste of the opposition ;
‘he will parden me when I tell him, that, 1n
the general tone and tendency of his
observations of yesterday—as well as in
the structure of his resolutiens—a design
is palpable, unfairly and ungenerously
to drag into this discussien -those who
should, under our present constitution, be
kept entirely free from animeadversién in
the documents presented to, or in the
language used in this Assembly. ft is
true that the Hon. member has kept him-

self more guardedly within the privileges -

of the House, than he did last year ; but
still it will be apparent that there
has been a desire unfairly to reflect
on the Head of the government. I regret
that this disposition is so apparent ; I had
, hoped that we were advancing to better
times—when different feelings would
actuate us—when the members of this

~

Legislative Asserohly hewever they might
Imeet and grapple with each other,’ would
pause ere they invaded the sanctity which
surrounds the representative of Majesty, or
unfairly assail the conduct of the Secretary
of State. 1 say to the hon and learned
member zt once, that1 cannot support his
resolutions. Why, ia the very third line
we are called on to assert, that ** the self
government extended to the British North
American Provinces, by the Secretary of
State for the Colonies, having placed the
local affairs of the Province in the hands
of the Executive Council, unrestrained by
uny control on the part of the Laeutenant
_Governor or the Imperial Government, it is
necessary to correct the anomalies and
inconvemences unavoidable 1n the applica-
tion_of Imperial usages to 2 coleny, &e.”
Now, Sir, I say I canmot give my sanction
to such an assertion, for it is not true ;—
1 mear not to apply the word offegsively,
—bat 1 know of ro ether by which my
utter difference of opinion can 'be ex-
pressed. The Executive urncontrolled !
S, the hon gentleman little understands
the restraimng and controlling influences
possessed by the Queen and by theQueep’s
Rapres=niative ; but how does he reconcile
that assertion, in the preamble of his reso~
lutions—with his remark in the concluding
part of his speech of yesterday—that ““a go-
vernor might come here who would obstruet
the party obtaining power, holding opi-
nions contrary to his owan.”” Sir, they
cannot be reconciled, and the hon geantle-
man must feel the dilemma into which he
bas fallen by the use of two arguments 3¢



