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EXTItAIIDINARY TRIAL IN CoiNA-TnE FRE-çCi BAR.

the 00Qvernmmit iii the supp,.esion of crime and
Inec.and in securing goond order, in which

~the' bayve as deep an i nterest as any other persons
"ri tis Colony.

tha1eting persouh may probably be shocked
%forinocent mon were so near beiug cie-

euted' aud wilI asic what security thero is that
the ire
b eVocable penalty of death bas not often

eelntcted in this Colony on innocent persons.
~0lfes that 1 shuddcred wheu this question fort'
Sitself on, me ; but ou careful reflection, I fee1

Stildled that there le no just reason for alarm.
À "ilue Book published lu 1866. Repor t of tbe

capitai P>nishment Commission, gives for three

te",1831-63, fifty-two as the nuinber of exc-
ltosi Englaudl, uuder fifteen judges, while

"tigthe sanie period tbirty men were executed
tu el.Setences by one judge in this Colony. I

b~~the Englishi Returus Up to this date,
ru leP bave heen since 1863, thirty-seven

?io na this Colouy, wbich I believe is la a
tho tbe executions lu Etiglaud mucb greater
ha beProportion was in previous years. It

lIteai. that executions lu this 8mall Colouy have
th.ence 1860 more than haif, probably two

alrds Part, in number of ail the executions in
ILl il 1

atid.
aresponsiblity greater, I believe, than

c.n any other jndge administering Englisb
ltai Law, I have ever followed what tbe

C1  Baroni iir Fitzroy Kelly stated in the same

h4tr o practiced la aIl English Courts. I

%, wys 'exercised a degroe of care, and
If la conduct of trials for life aud doatb-

45tly au
t bt lPerioi. to that wbich formerly provailod.

lik, cases coufirm my resolution to exercise the
suar ad caution as long as I may preside in

th 8 curt

1 11 hae obtained from Mr. Douglas, the very
a 418lt ntd able Superintondeat of the Gaol,

0tOf ail cases, 66 in number, whicb have
'hi ai 'luelcution, since I came in 1861 to

4., Iny find front Mr. Douglass that in

thtl Vr case ine ho came to the ColonY,
ha as confessed bis crirne-indoed la

bQaoto Where 1 have presided-and 1 have no

re. 8 upect that any one innocent man bas
vol ,1cted on thé sentence of auj judge in this

SELECTION S.

THE FRENCHI BAR.*

At a time like the present, when changes
are taking place in the administration of the
law, and when, as incident thereto, some
changes, the extent of which it is not easy to
mnasure, may take place in the organization

of the legal profession in both its branches,
the appearance of Mr. Young's book is most
opportune.

In reading this most interesting and unpre-
tending work, one cannot help being struck
witb the great differences whicb exist between
the two professions in our own country and
in France. Taken broadly, the ambition of
the Englisb barrister is to become a judge; ho
Miay have te be satisfied wlth sornetbing Car
short of that exalted dignity, but at the outset
of bis professional voyage the Bench is Uis
goal. and Ilvery sea-mark of bis utmost sail."
Political life, purely as such, with very rare
exceptions he does not venture upon. The
reason for this is partly due to the fact we have
stated, an<l partly due to other causes, and
among others to this, that political life in this
country is the profession of the highest in sta-
tion or the wealthiest in purse. The portfolio
of the minister, on the other hand, is the am-
bition of the French advocate. The Bench in
France la not recruited from the Bar, nor doos
it bold in public estimation that almost sacred
place that it does with us; and, further, the
social position of the judges is not so high as
in this country, nor are the emoluments of the
French judges upon the same scalle. It is
therefore to political life that the advocate ini
France looks, and ln that be centres bis hopes.

The work before us, within a compass of
sorne 250 pages contains much varied and in-
teresting information. If we may find fault
with so admirable a book, we sbould say that
it ivas somnewht overlaid with dates and de-
tail. But, as the author terms the volume a
Sketch of the history of the order of advocates,
as well as of the biography of many of the il-
lustrious niembers of the French Bar, perhaps
this was unavoidable. The book travels over
a great citent of ground, or rather of time, it
speaks of events of great interest and impor-
tance, and traces dilligently and lovingly down
the strearn of five hUndred years Of history,
the course of that great profession, the ce-
quelice and ability of whose members have
done such splendid service for France.

Tbat the bistory of an "6order as ancient as
the lvagstracy, as noble as virtue, as necessay
&si justice, sbould be interestiflg is but natu-
raI. But tbe history of the French Bar'ila
sometbing mome It is the histoty of the cour-
ages, the devotion, and the patrlotism of MsuY

An HIf storical S3ketch of the French Bar, from itR Origla
to the Present day, wlth Blogrphica Notices of somae of
the principal icdvocates of t he Nineteenth Century. By
ARCHIBALIO YouNo (Advocato), Edinburgh. Edinontou
& D)Ougla. 1869.


