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lP.oom, instead of being a great publishing house, lias oxîiy an occa-
8ional book issuing from its presses, and our supply lias to be
obtained from publishers in other couintries. Victoria College, so
poptilar as a seat of learning, yet so presscd in its finances year
after year, as to be for-ced to esxtort from an unwilling Government
its nilserable bounty, wlhen our own ability is sufficiently ample for
its vigorouts working.

Years ago our vocation was to instruet fromn the pulpit, and in
the domestic circle, theýe were tlic only mediums wve had, there
were fe-% renders and fewer bookcs; but la the providence of God a
race of prenchers w'ere thoit thrust into lus vineyard of great
natural ability, and ýrne of great pulpit powers, and with as much.
literary knowv1edge, as raised thern above the masses, and well they
acted tlîeir part, an-d boundiess was the confidence and gratitude of
those to whomn they ininistered.

Our duty, ln this day, is to supply the wants of the people as they
etoiw exist, Many of them. have availed theinselves of the literary
institutions of the country in the edacation of their sons and
(Iaughters, so that wc shall ha-vQ, far sooner than wve can hoepe to bce
prepared for the duty, fnrther to Instruct and guide ln :religions
matters as intelligent a comnninity as is to bie found ln any country,
In fact we have tlhem now la every congregation wherc we minister,
\vho are capable of appreciating what is pure and valuiable in book
or pulpit, and who are no way backward ln detecting error i
ispeech, in metaphor, or ln doctrine. Tlîey hiave 'thtir tnstes-what
pleases or displeases-what is palatable or dlisagreeabIe. Depend
apon it, if wve desire to retain our îxîflilonce, we niust ascend to
them, and above them, as they will irot corne down to us. iNor i8
it desira-ble that they should, and our teachings, wvhilst under ever
varyinir circuinstances, though always cast in the mould of truthi,
haviig its force and inspiration, should be presented ln an inviting
4ind not iii a repulsive manner, AUl our people ffaynot have a refined
end literary taste, but some, sucli are found cvery whiere. and it is
well kuowvn wlhat an influence one or two may excrt in a congrega-
tion. We hold that there is nothing, save corrupt morals, so fatal
to a, Minister's influence as ignorance--in hua of ail otiier men, in
this age, it is niost inexcusable. HIe miay preacli a few admîf-
rable sermons, buit preaching is only a portion of his work.
HIe is placed constamtly in circumstances of association and contact,
where in otder to inaintain his position and influence must show
hixuseif the well read mnan, with his mind etored with general ax.d
rscseul knowledge.
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