
TUIE CANADIAN DAY-STAR. 1

neyer ia any înstance overpowered, but is, 'i Mcvery case, left per-
fctly frce. le is drawn, but not driven ; led, but ixot conrlled;
persuaded, but not coerced. God scts bef'oro Iinii lifè and xleat.h,
the blessing and the curse, and calis upon inii to choosc lifle, that

bcMy "ie lAnd whein the rebel chooses deatb,
God wVails his hiapless lot,

Deep b-.efttling fron is l hart of love,
I would, butye would uxot."

But third, this view of' the nature of' the Spirit's work in conver-
Sion, beautiful!y coineides also with. the express teachings oU Scrn
turc. Il My Spirit," said Jehovali to the anitediltuviaîus-;, Il shfal
not always strive withi miaxi." But why strive, if' nothing short of
an irresistible influence could cifeet his enniversion ? Axnd espe-
cially, why should lie bo spoken of as eeasing to strive ivith man),
in the way of giving up the gracious wo ok, if lie hiad it iii bis powver
according to the Qhoory we are eombatting, to convoi t ail and suni-
dry if' lie hiad only so willed. Vienl, as it wvas ivitlî the antedilu-
vians, so witli the Tsraolites, regardi ng whoxn Nelhemiali says-
"lHe gave bis good Spirit to, inst liet themu, "But," says Jsaiah,
Ilthey rcbelled and vexed bis Iloly Spirit," and that to sueli an
extent that Illic turned to ho their enexny, and f'oughit against
theuni." Stephien, tlherefore, charges thieni wvith IIalvays resistinq
the lloly Gliost ;" thus showin-lst, that the LIoly Spirit wvas
actually drawing thin, and drawing thenli, too, with a g-raeious iii-
fluence la thu direction of Jesus and of God ; and, therefoie
drawing thein witli the view of actually eoaverting thein froini the
error of thieir way-froin thieir soul destroying unbelief to the
savirig faiti of tho gospel. And if so then hoe shiows-2d, ihat
the Jews,) in resisting the Iloly Gliost, wcre resisting bis gracious
convexting influence. Lt was not, wo suppose, the coimînion influence
of the Spirit that God neyer intended should couvert them that Ste.
phiea charged themi with resisting. -No, it wvas the IIoly Gliost,
and thiereibro an influence put fbrth in deep compamssion for thecir
isouls , and withi the iafinitely earnest desire of bringing thein to
Jesus, Ood, sir, is nover in deepor carnost thian'7 when hoe is
pleading with the siinor. Lt is thon hoe plies the illid witx

his xnlightiest motives. 0 how carnest ho is seen in those throughi
whomn1 lie pleads. "lNow, thon, wo are auhassadors fbr Christ,
as tlîough God did beseecli you, by us, we pray you in Clîrist's4
tead, bo reconciled to God." And lest any should thiink is
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