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NOTES OF THE WEEK.
ADVERTISING. — No doubt ad

vertising is a very interesting sub
ject. and one that might afford mat
ter for most intereating editorial afr- 
t ties. But some secular organs 
have very peculiar methods of deal
ing with the question. One in par
ticular, gives us a lengthy leader on 
the subject of advertising, and en
ters into the history of this branch 
0f business, from the days of the 
unciont Romans down to the pre
sent. As a natural termination to 
the .article the writer says : "Wise 
people use (naming his paper) ; be
cause it is more thoroughly 
read than any newspaper in Can
ada.'’ This is quite legitimate. But 
the beading of the article is what 
attracted our attention. It is as 
follows "Advertising and its va
lue.” “Let your light so shine be
fore men that they may see your 
good works—St. Matthew, v., 16.'* 
To put it mildly we consider this 
somewhat out of place. If the writer 
wished to inform his readers that 
tiw evangelist advised allowing 
others to see your good works, there 
are more ways of doing so, than b^ 
•titling up a text of Scripture as if 
it were a regular sermon that was 
to follow. Besides, we Catholics, 
who ore so wronglv accused of being 
against the Bible, have too much re
spect for Holy Writ to moke use of 
it thus in secular affairs.

urn. curtis and truth. —we
have noticed that a number of opr 
Catholic contemporaries have been 
kept quite busy exposing the errors 
.and calumnies that flow from the 
pea of Mr. W. E. Curtis, whose Ro
man correspondence has for years 
attracted considerable attention. 
One item we note in particular. It 
is said that "some few years ago he 
stated in a letter to his paper that 
a certain Spanish, or Spanish-Amer
ican general carried with him a do
cument in which the Archbishop of 
<!mto purported to give him absolu
tion from all sins that he had com
mitted or that he might thereafter 
commit." Mr. Curtis must have a 
very poor idea of his readers and of 
their intelligence to venture suçh a 
statement. The absurdity of it is s0 
patent that no person would lose 
time refuting the falsehood. Any 
person who knows as much as an 
ordinary Catholic child about abso
lution, is aware that it ^cannot be 
given in writing, and that no docu
ment purporting to absolve sins 
would be worth the paper it is writ
ten upon. Absolution demands con
fession, wtitfci accompanying contri
tion and reparation as well as pen
ance, and <an only extend to what 
has taken place in the past, and can j 
have no effect by anticipation of theS
futur.» Hu* i ------- i i.  » _. ,

clous nature as pets, or playmates 
for children? There is no dog, much 
lose a bulldog, that can be trusted 
with a child. The other day, at 
Fort Chester. a five-year-old girl 
named Mary Kelly, was playing with 
her little brother, and in the acci
dent of play hit a pet bulldog that 
her parents had given her as a play
mate. The savage instinct of the 
broie arose, and he sprang on the 
child A neighbor, attracted by her 
cries, was obliged to kill the dog 
before it would release its hold on 
the child. Although* it is believed 
that the child will live, still the les
son is one that should be taken to 
heart. Children have no business 
with such pets, any more than with 
razors, or firearms. We have no 
sympathy with parents who ore 
careless about their children; But we 
do feel for the little ones, because 
they do not know the danger, and 
they are not able to defend them
selves against it once it comes upon 
them. Next to the abominable hab
it of giving children companions of 
the bulldog class, we despise the 
pet-dog fashion that a great many 
of ladies apparently affect. We knew 
one society belle who "dearly loved 
her tiny dog," and petted and cher
ished* the little animal in public, as 
well as at home, while her children 
were in the hands of a young nurse 
girl and rarely ever knew the value 
of a mother’s caress. What a de
light fully sentimental being! How 
deliciously hard-hearted and unmo- 
therl) she could succeed in making 
herself.

POISON BY MISTAKE.—We have 
just read of a young lady in Chat
ham who killed herself by taking a 
dose of oxalic acid, mistaking it for 
Epsom salts. The two Bottles were 
in the same cupboard, and she when 
in tlie dark to take a dose of the 
Salts: she took the wrong bottle, 
and discovered her error when too 
late. A end lesson. In the first 
place no person has any business to 
keep poison in the same place where 
other bottles, be they of medicine or 
not, are kept. Every private house 
should have its regular medicine 
chest, with its labelled compart
ments, and one particular drawer 
should be set aside for all poisons, 
ar.d that drawer should have a spe
cial key. Moreover that drawer 
should have some indication upon it 
to the effect that its contents are 
dangerous. Thus wise many sad acci
dents might be avoided. But above 
all people should be taught never to 
use any preparation without know
ing perfectly well its nature*

THE CORK EXHIBITION. — The 
other day Mr. C. It. Devlin, ex-M.P. 
and present Canadian Commissionerfuture. But when men lack material

for the sensational they always find °* Immigration in Ireland, passed 
a mine in the Catholic Church, that I through .the city on his way to Ob
is to say in the misrepresentation of 
Catholic doctrines, practices, and 
principles. But we do not think 
that Mr. Curtis will. over bring 
about any .great upheaval, religious 
or otherwise.

ORDER OF WASHINGTON.— This 
r.ew organization, which is of a fra
ternal insurance -nature, has both 
male and female members. There is 
a lodge at Spokane, Wash. One of 
llie ceremtonies of initiation appears 
to be the blindfolding of the .candi
date and the drawing of him hur
riedly around the noem in a*1 small 
cart. The other night the cart up
set and the roan was flung against 
^ "high altar," and had his ribs 
•Jid side crushed in. They tried to 
treut him if) the lodge and keep the 
matter quiet; but when the injuries 
began to assume fatal, or dangerous 
proportions, they were obliged to 
make the facts known. We are sorry 
for the man that was hurt, but our 
sorrow is that which one feels for a 
♦sol who gets injured. In the name 
of common sense, what induces peô- 
Me to organize such bedlamite So
cieties? is it possible that ’ human 
nature craves so much for the extras 
ordinary, the mysterious, the 

^at men must become 
trlc and make idiots of 
in order to satisfy the 
more we see 
the more — 
only 
lnsi 
olic i

tawa. Mr. Devlin has come out to 
consult, with the Government regard
ing the representation of Canada at 
the International Exhibition to 
held in Cork this year. This very 
important exhibition—the most im
portant yet held in Ireland since 
the famous Dublin exhibition in the 
early fifties—is under the patronage 
of Earl Cadogan, now Lord Lieuten
ant of Ireland. The Lord Lieuten
ant of the County Cork is the presi
dent; the Mayor of Cork is the chair-* 
man; and all the leading citizens of 
Cork are, .in one way or another, 
connected with the enterprise. It is 
not often that such an opportunity 
is afforded of making known to the 
world the various industries of Ire
land, while making the people of 
Ireland acquainted with the products 
and advantages of other lands. Be
fore Mr. Devlin’s advent upon the 
scene, it may be truthfully said that 
Canada was" little known, even as a 
came in Ireland. The United States, 
and, perhaps, Australia, were fami
liar to the people* especially on ac
count of letters and reports sent 
home from the thousands of Irish
men ■ and Irishwomen in both coun

ts. But no person ever dreamed 
Canada. It is somewhat different 

and if Canaj^a should take 
part in the Cork Inter

exhibition, we doubt not 
result will be mutually be- 

Devl in 
week," and 

him the 
a genuine

Every day we are meeting with ac
counts of great and generous efforts 
made by the members of diffeeent de
nominational churches to raise suffi
cient funds to place their establish
ments beyond all need. The latest 
of these is the Wesleyan Twentieth 
Century Fund, which closed on the 
3. st December last. The promoters 
havo now in hand £718,000, and 
premises that will bring the amount 
to £900,000. They claim that in 
one day they can raise the further 
sum of £100,000. There can be no 
doubt that the adherents of Wesley- 
anism, in England, are wealthy, and 
just as liberal as they ore rich. Im
agine three million five hundred 
thousand dollars raised in one year 
by a small denomination; and a fund 
of live million dollars within easy 
roach of their hands. This ought to 
make us study and reflect a little. 
Wo know perfectly well that there 
are religions, so-called, that are, in 
our days, kept alive more by the 
power of money than by the 
strength of doctrine; we know that 
if their teachings were left to them
selves to work out their salvation, 
as far as earthly existence is con
cerned. they would soon crumble ; 
but, that does not change the fact 
that their adherents give, and give 
freely, and give abundantly to their 
cause Possibly we Catholics have 
such an abiding confidence In the 
perpetuity of our Church, that we 
c'o not deem it necessary to accord 
her any material aid; but, if such 
be our reasoning, we are wrong. No 
doubt the Church will last; but when 
ChVirt promised to be with her for 
all time. He did not mean that the 
faithful should remain idle and do 
nothimr to advance the cause of 
Truth. On the contrary He expected 
their co-operation.

HOMEWARD BOUND.—We dip the 
following from the current number 
of the "Missionary,” and we do not 
think that any comment is ncces-

The annals of conversion have 
been remarkable during the past 
month .for the number of Episcopa,- 
liitn ministers who have come home 
to the Church of their forefathers. 
Philadelphia leads with the recep
tion of Rev. Alvah W. Doran. In 
England, Rev. Frederick George Lee, 
D.D., founder of the Order of Cor
porate Reunion, has been received at 
the Brompton Oratory by Rev. Rig
by Best. Father Lynch, of Roan
oke, Virginia, has accepted the sub
mission of a Presbyterian minister. 
There is another minister, a reform
ed Episcopalian, together with his» 
wife and five children, under in
struction in New York. We may add 
to this list J. J. Keyes, of Milford, 
a son of a minister, and Mrs. Duffa- 
loschotaiier, the wife of one. This is 

goodly number for one month. It 
is an indication, however, of the 
large crowd that is facing Home
wards, and it is only a question of 
time when they will come." The de- 

•ction of so many leaders in Israel 
iiM cause consternation among 

the sects. Protestantism is evidently 
decaying at the top. The beet fruit 
seems to ripen cuid drop first.

CHRISTIAN POLITICS. — Last 
Sunday, according to the " Daily 
Witness" report, Rev. Mr. Manning 
delivered a very instructive sermon, 
at the Dominion Square Methodist 
Church, on the subject of " The 
Christian in Politics." According 
to the account that we read of the 
sermon it contained very sage atfc- 
vice "land the preacher’s idea of the 
respective duties of clergymen and 
of public men, are certainly in ac
cord with the principles of Chris
tina ethics. Hn speaking of the 
duties of the Christian to the state, 
the preacher said that 

"It was not the business of the 
preacher, or of the church, he re
marked, to make the laws of the 
land; it was the business of both 
to do the most they could to make 
the men who make the laws. If he 
were asked to make a distinction be
tween what he regarded as the 
statesman’s duty and the minister’s 
duty, he should say that it was the 
statesman's duty to crystallize pub
lic sentiment into law, end the min
ister's duty was to cultivate, deve
lop, or create public sentiment; and, 
after all, sentiment determined near
ly everything touching legislation 
and our social II 

Decidedly we -

for the minister a part in t1 is woi Id’s 
affairs, which he, or, at least, those 
outside the Catholic Church, in gen
eral, would never concede to the 
priest. Were a Catholic priest to 
assert in the pulpit that it was his 
duty, and consequently his right 
"to cultivate, develop, or create 
public sentiment," he would at once 
be accused of wishing to meddle in 
politics of seeking to undermine the 
state by prejudicing the minds of 
the law-makers, to secure control for 
the Church in matters affecting the 
temporal and political well-being of 
the country. The aspirations of the 
Catholic Church, as far as matters 
of state go, are not any other 
than those defined by Rev. Mr. Man
ning. To mould the minds of the 
young so that when they develop 
and expand, they may be imbued 
with such principles as go to const! 
tute the most Christian legislation 
To cultivate a public sentiment that 
must be in accord with the highest 
social as well as spiritual Interests 
of all citizens. To guide men in 
the ways of wisdom, and to enlight
en them upon their duties to God, 
to the. Church, to their families, to 
themselves, and at the same time 
to society and to the country. These 
are the aims of the priest when he 
speaks to his flock on matters affect
ing their temporal interests. But, 
we repeat, were a priest to preach a_ 
similar sermon, at once there would 
be visions of Roman domination, of 
pi icst-craft, of occult designs upon 
the freedom of the electorate. If we 
could only be judged with the eye of 
impartiality we would be perfectly 
satisfied with the result.

‘The Waldeusee," was published in I view of the fact that the recent 
1842; and he has sinoe published j speech from the Throne at the open- 
many others, including the "Search | ing of the present session of the 
After Proserpine." Irish Odes, the j Imperial Parliament announces a 
Legends ol St. Patrick, St. Thomas ’ bill to facilitate the sale and 
of Canterbury; Legends of the Sax- chase of land in Ireland,

. find fault with

T11E CATHOLIC PRESS. — We 
cannot repeat too often, nor hear 
too often repeated, our oft-repeated 
assertion that the Catholic newspa
per if a necessity to-day in the 
Catholic family. We always feel 
chary about urging this subject up
on our readers, because we have the 
idea that it sounds like an appeal 
for f hr own benefit. But we cannot 
afford to efface our own organ for 
the mere purpose of seeming disin
terested, nor Can we, in conscience, 
c-mit to insist upon a question that 
has occupied the pens and voices of 
a’I that are most eminent in the 
Church—from Leo to the most lowly 
missionary—during the past few 
yea) S. Recently a Fnasionist Father 
has been preaching a mission at 
Brisbane, Australia—Father Freder
ick, C.P. According to reports of 
the mission, gleaned from the Bris
bane "Age," wo find that the preach
er has been very emphatic on this 
subject. In one instance he pointed 
out that men are as their thoughts 
are. because an act is but the real
ization of thought. Then he thus 
continued :—

"Now what are your thoughts, 
judged by your acts? You are Cath
olics, but some of you are not 
ashamed to read and revel in papers 
full of immorality. Yea, after coin
ing out of church you put your 
hands in your pockets and buy those 
vile papers which tell of horse- 
racing, of betting, of divorces, of 
scandals, of everything except what 
edihes. Any Catholic worthy of the 
name should not only be ashamed to 
be seen with those papers, but 
should be ashamed to rend them 
even in the most secret place, where 
no human eye can behold him. Par
ents should be on their ^uard lcSt 
their homes possess literature that 
has immoral reading in it, or has a 
tendency to immorality, or is oppos
ed in any way to Catholicity. On 
the other hand, they should take 
care that their homes are provided 
with sound Catholic literature. 
Every family should take a Catholic 
paper, for remember that by sup
porting Catholic papers you are cre
ating a strong Catholic press, and 
in creating a strong Catholic press 
you are helping to build up the 
Church of God. These are instruc
tions which should commend them
selves to Catholics not only in Aus
tralia, but in all ports of the 
world."

on Saints, and Legends of Ireland’s 
Heroic Age. He also published sev
eral prose works, dealing chiefly 
with Irish political questions, and 
some essays, chiefly on literary and 
ethical subjects."

This gives but a vagi e idea of 
who and what the late poet really 
was. Wo will not now dwell upon 
hif) long and exceptionally interest
ing career. We hope to be able, 
through the modium of one of our 
regular contribuions’ articles, to 
give our readers, next week, some
thing of more permanent and wor
thy of the imiquc and highly gi ted 
writer whose years have come to an 
tod.

CATHOLICITY IN ENGLAND. — 
This year’s Catholic Directory for 
England shows that there are 41 
Catholic peers, of whom the Ear) of 
Norfolk, the Marquis of Ripon, and 
Lord Brampton, formerly Sir Henry 
Hawkins, are perhaps the best 
Known. There ore 51 Catholic bar
onets; four English and 73 Irish 
Catholic M.P.’s. In the army there 
are 14 chaplains, of whom 9 are 
now in South Africa. In all the IV 
Englieh dioceses there arc duly ap
pointed inspectors of schools, and 
eleven ’'associations,’’ covering the 
whole of England and Wales, have 
been formed according to the Act of 
1897. A Itondon .paper observes 
that the directory proves how mani
fold arc the activities of the Catho
lic Church in Great Britain to-day, 
and how thorough is the care with» 
which each forward step is consider
ed.

DE VERB DEAD. — The news 
comes, by way of London, that Au
brey Thomas de Vere, the Irish poet, 
is dead. The dispatch gives but 
scant details, which amount to the 
following statements 

"He was bom in 1814. He was 
the eon of the late Sir

at

at Trinity

EDUCATION STATISTICS.-It is 
always interesting to know what 
our status is in regard to the vital 
matter of education. As the official 
organ of ttfe archdiocese has given 
us some very encouraging statistics, 
we will take the liberty of repro
ducing some of them. To-day in the 
diocese of Montreal alone, wo have 
.879 houses of education; these are 
fiequenîtïd by an annual average of 
85,567 pupils, male and female, and 
the teachers, male and female, secu
lar, regular, and ecclesiastical, num
ber 3,000. Of the teachers the num
ber may be thus divided: 1,200 
nuns, 800 lay school mistnsscs, 560 
religious (male), 90 to 100 ecclesi
astics, and 300 lay school mastei s. 
Of the schools 100 are free, or inde
pendent, as they are not under the 
control of the Board of School Com
missioners. These schools, principal
ly kept by members of religious or
ders, count 1,5,000 pupils. In the 
diocese there are seven male reli
gious bodies: Chiistian Brothers, 
Brot hers of Christian Instruction, 
Brothers of Saint Viateur, the Mar- 
istes Brothers, the Brothers of the 
Sacred Heart, the Brothers of St. 
Gabriel, and the Congregation of the 
Holy Cross. Amongst the female re
ligious teaching conununitics arc the 
five following : Sister's of the Con
gregation de Notre Dame, Sisters of 
the Holy Names, Sisters of Sainte 
Anne, Sisters of the Holy Cross and 
of the Seven Do Ions, and the Sisters 
of the Sacred Heart. The Grand 
Seminary, with its contingent of 
ahou-. 300 students, ^does not form 
part of this list. Also there are 
two colleges (or petit séminaires) 
that have about 500 pupils in all. 
We will now close with a statement 
of the number of houses that each 
congregation or order possesses. 
The Christian Brothers, 20 horses; 
Blethers ol Saint Viateur, 16; Bro
thers of Christian Instruction, 12; 
Congregation of tho Holy Cross, 9; 
Brothers of Saint Gabfiel, 7 ; the 
Mnristes, 3; the Company of Saint 
Sul pice, 3; the Jesuit Order, 2; the 
Brothers of the Sacred Heart, 2. A 
total of 74 houses divided between 
9 corgregations. Now for the nuns. 
The Congregation de Notre Dame.
42« houses; Sisters of Sainte Anne, 
20; Sisters of the Holy Names, 17; 
Sister* of the Holy Cross and Seven 
Dolors. 10; Sisters of Providence, 
10; Grey Nuns, of the Montreal 
Hospital, 7; Sisters of the Sacred 
Heart. 8; Sisters of the Good Shep
herd, 3. A total of 112 house» di
vided amongst 8 congregations or 

A grand total of 186 
care of 17 dlffer- 

We do not 
to add

■

it may be
•airly prosuined that some steps 
will be token to remove one of the 
worst troubles under which Ireland 
has so long suffered. Tho "Sun," 
in dealing editorially with the sub
ject, points out that Mr. T. W. Rus- 
bell, one of the strongest Unionist 
members from Ireland, und the 
members of the Irish Nationalist 
IVty are united upon this ques
tion. What is it that is asked for 
b.v these representatives of two 
very distinct sections of Irish poli
ticians? Wo find it thus briefly cx- 
I rossed

"They ask that the Irish tenant 
•‘-’hall be permitted to pay for the 
land he occupies its market value, 
plus a specified amount for the ap
plication of compulsion, and . that 
the State shall contribute a part of 
the bonus required to extirpate the 
root ol all Irish trouble. Mr. Rus
sell. who is. as we have said, a 
Unionist, holds that in this way 
Irish landlords would have a chance 
of e-.co.po upon terms that would 
save those whom it is possible to 
save, and tho United Kingdom would 
havo peace, security and content
ment. with a chance of evoking 
among Irishmen a loyalty that has 
not existed since Strongbow landed 
on the shores of Ireland."

We will not attempt to enter into 
the consideration of all or any of 
the details of the question. A num
ber of objections have been raised to 
the practicabi ity and even to the 
ultimate utility of this scheme, but 
each of these objections has been 
easily set aside and disproven. In 
fact. tho regulating of the Irish 
land question is a matter of such 
vita! importance that it would 
ritrhtly demand a minute study and' 
a careful exposition. We must not. 
run away with the idea that land
lordism, as a system, is to-day what 

,4t was fifty, or evpn thirty years 
ago. The landlord has gradually 
ceased to be an important factor, 
one that had to be counted wfit.h, 
in all matters affecting the internal 
economy of Ireland. On this Mr. 
RiisteU has said that :—

. lefty years ago landlordism con
trolled to a great extent the Par- 
Ihui.cntury representation of Ire
land. it cannot to-day secure on its 
own merits a single Irish seat. Five 
years ago it was supremo in local 
administration; now, outside of one 
or two counties in the North, the* 
control of local administration has 
wlully passed out of its hands. It 
was wont to administer justice lo
cally. even in this duty it is now su
perseded and outvoted by a popu
larized magistracy. As to the al
leged dependence of Protestantism 
upon this failing force, Mr. Russell, 
who is himself a Protestant, sub
mits that it will be on evil day for 
Ireland and for Protestantism when 
religious principles come to depend 
on a social and economical system 
on which destiny has set its seal. 
The roots of Irish landlordism have 
1 oen destroyed. A rotten trunk and 
decaying branches are all that is 
left of it."

.This is os strong a characteriza
tion of Irish' landlordism as ever 
come from the pen of a Na^onalist, 
or Lome Ruler. Our surprise is that 
Mr. Iius:-ell judges so fairly of the 
situation, ns far as the land tenure 
is concerned, and that he cannot be 
brought to recognize the logical con
sequences of his own admitted prin
ciples. But time, and possibly deep
er reflection, may yet bring him to 
the contemplation of all Irish ques
tions from the truly Irish stand
point.

LET ITS GO TO DBSJARDINS’.

That Is what is being said this 
season among all the buyers. of 
choice furs, at reasonable prices for 
both rich and poor. It is a well es
tablished fact that the great house 
of Charles Desjardins A Co. giv?» 
30 to 40 per cent, better value than 
anywhere else for the same money.

Join the icrowd, thereore, 
Charles Peayatdins A Co., who 
in every way the kings of 
Canada, 1583 to 1641 St.
St**-
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