
The following Extracts from some recent speeches of public

men in England and the Colonies are printed for the use of

members of the League :

—

'ITie Right Lord Heay, in his most striking address last night, spoke of a
Hon. G. J. possible repugnance that might be felt by audiences at this

M.P. Edin- uioment to have their attention turned from domestic affairs to

burgh, Feb. foreign and colonial subjects. I do not know how that may be,

.\Tfl, 1885. but I am here to contend that it is difficult to draw a line ; and I

am not sure that I could tell you, if I wished it, where a home
(luestion ends and where a colonial question begins. Is the

(juestion of our trade not a home question ? Is the question of

tlic outlet of our surplus population not a home question ? Is the

question of markets for our manufacturers not a home question,

and a very vital home question too ? And if, through our union

with the colonies, our home prosperity is affected for better or for

worse, I am here to contend that you cannot say that anyone who
speaks upon a colonial question is departing from the circle of

subjects which vitally interest all classes of the community.
Let it not be said that this is a question of sentiment which

only concerns the cultured classes. I am not one of those who
would dei>reciate sentiment in politics, for so long as men are what
they are, and nations are what they are, sentiment, whether we
wish it or not, will play a very decided part in politics. "We
cannot ignore it. But it is not in the spirit of sentiment that I

shall approach this question this evening. I wish to press home
that which was urged by Lord Reay last night, which has been
urged by my friend, Mr. Forster, and which is being urged now, I

am glad to say, in many quarters. I wish to see interest taken in

these colonial subjects. The question of the united Empire, the
qtiestion of our Colonies, is to a great extent a workingmen's
question. It is they who supply the chief number of the
emigrants who go forth to seek their fortunes beyond the seas.

It is they who work at the manufactures that are sold to our
Australian fellow-subjects ; it is they who would feel the effects if,

in the course of the destinies of this country, any calamity should
break up the colonial empire. And so I say this is a question
that cannot be ignored, and that the working classes must take
up ; they must hold their statesmen and their public men
responsible for attention being paid to our colonial empire.

The Right After all, commerce is a foreign policy in itself. The various
Hon. Earl of creeds of which the nation over which we rule is composed indicate
Rosebery, another foreign policy. The colonies force us into another foreign

9tii
' ^ ' policy. There is hardly a question in life which may not be con-

verted into a foreign policy. You remember the story of Captain
Jenkins' ear. Captain Jenk'ns vj'as a gentleman who turned out

to be a liar. Having travelled a good deal in the Spanish
dependencies in the West Indies, he came back without an ear.

Captain Jenkins said he had his ear cut off by the Governor of


