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NO TARIFF

Fielding Hopeful of the Future But

Will Exercise Caution Now

Announces Big Surplus for Past Year, But Expects Revenue
to Show Marked Falling Off in Coming One--Transconti-
nental Expenditures Increase Public Debt Many Millions
---Foster Scores Government for Increasing Taxation

and for Broken Pledges.

Ottawa, March 17—The budget speech of
_Hon. Mr. TFielding, delivered in the Cana-
“ian parliament today, was concise. He
spoke for an hour and a half, which is
probably ﬂ‘e shortest time ever occupied
y by a finance minister in presenting his
financial statement.

He said that Canada stood the test of
the financial stringency better than them
all. Among the features of the budget may
be mentioned a surplus for the nine
months ending March 31 last, of more than
$16,000,000.

The public debt was reduced that year
by $3,000,000. Then there is a surplus of
‘more than $19,000,000 for the current fiscal
year, which ends with this month, but the
year's transactions will close by adding
$12,000,000 to the public debt.

For the fiscal year upon which the
country enters, Mr. Fielding predicts that
while the revenue will not be so large as
for the current fiscal year, it will be suffi-
cient to meet all ordinary expenditure and
leave something to the good. But there
will be in this case a large amount added
to the public debt. For the coming year
more than $33,000,000 will be asked for the
transcontinental railway.

The per capita debt for the past fiscal
year was $42.84 per head.

_Canada’s total trade last year was $817,-
§64,952. The total trade with Britain was
$208,745,193.

There are no changes in the tariff,
the change in the excise duty on tobac-
co is for the purpose of usmg in the
future only one stamp instead of three,
and in this way remove the brand of in-
feriority against Canadian -tobacco. The
change will not affect revenue, but if any-
thing the duty has been reduced.

Hon. Mr. Foster told the other side of
the story convincingly, speaking for nearly
two hours and a half, and afterwards
moved the adjournment of the debate. He
will continue the discussion on Thursday.
" Mr. Foster denounced the government
for the large amount of taxes taken from
the npeople, for not carrying out their
pledges made before getting into office, and
for taking credit for the prosperity that
was world-wide. He said that the govern-
ment had broken the lJaw in entrenching
upon the gold reserve, and the least it
could have done was to come to parlia-
ment and ask for a bill of indemnity. He
was dealing with deficits in the Yukon and
op._the Yukon telegraph line when he
moved an adjournment.

P

-

In moving the house into committee of
+ waye and means, Mr. Fielding said: .

“The outturn of the financial period ended
March 31, 1907, proved somewhat more
favorable than the anticipation which I
ventured to present to the house in the
budget speech of the previous November.
I had estimated a revenue of $65,000,000,
but the actual revenue for the nine
months was $67,969,328, an excess over
she estimate of $2,969,328.

“I estimated an expenditure chargeable
o consolidated fund of $52,000,000. The
:xpenditure proved to be $51,542,161,which
was less than the estimate to the extent
of $457,838. I had estimated a surplus of
£13,000,000. The actual eurplus for the
nine months was $16,427,167. That is the
surplus for the nine months was larger
than the surplus of any fiscal year since
confederation.”

Proceeding, Mr. Fielding remarked that
the revenue during the nine months was
very buoyant, showing a large proportion
of increase over that of 1905-06. The same
could be said’ of excise. .

The post office revenue continues to in-
crease and that eervice may now be Te-
garded as being established on a paying
basis. The receipts for this period from
this source were $5,061,728, "and the ex-
penditures $3,979,657, leaving a surplus of
$1,082,171.

Mr. Fielding then quoted the statement
of the post office revenue and expendi-
ture from 1896 to 1907. Showing that in
the former year there had been a deficit
of “$700,897, as contrasted with the sur-
plus of nearly $2,000,000 mentioned above.

Postal Statistics.

“T4 was to be remembered,” he said,
“that this great change was coincident
with a very material reduction in the
postal rates of the country. ‘We have not
only had a more prosperous revenue, a
lower rate of postal taxation, but a con-
_  tinued expansion in the eervice.” He

~ quoted figures to show that in the last
nine months 236 post offices, 355 postal
note offices, 115 money order offices and
thirty-two savings banks had been added
= to the service in addition to the large in-
crease in the. mileage of mail service, as
compared with previous years.

Turning to another branch of revenue
and expenditure, Mr. Fielding drew at-
tention to the fact that for the nine
months the I. C. R. had a revenue of $6,-
248,251, while the working expenses were
$6,030,171, showing an excess of revenue
over working expenses of $218,079. The
Prince Edward- Island Railway, on the
other hand, showed an excess of expense
over revenue of $67,713.

The Public Debt.

For the nine months the decrease of
the net debt was $3,371,117. Referring
to the reduction of the public

debt, Mr. Fielding reminded the house|

that on every occasion when he had to
speak of the subject he had taken the
precaution to warn the house and the
country that it would not be reasonable
to expect in a country like Canada that

we should have frequent reductions of|
the public debt. Since confederation the% . : :
ch | gratification that none have stood the| B :
there have been reductions in the debt.“l test better than those of Canada. In t,he} zioppsr-oude P e e Y
One of these reductions stands to the
credit of Sir Francis Hicks away backi
in 1871. Another to the credit of Sir:‘ I : !
iﬁuemess went on without the slightest| too limited to meet the emergency. The

have been only six years during whi

Leonard Tilley in 1882, the remaining four
»an be claimed by the present administra-
tion.

“Moderate increase in the' public debt

from time to time.” continued Mr. Field- ! ted the difficulties in the neighboring re-!
ing, “is to be expected, and would be !

quite defensible. T think it would be a
cause of surprise to many persons to know
that after the lapse of ten apd three-
quarter years of the present administration
there has been such a -very small addition
to the public debt. During that period
we have carried on large operations. We
have provided generously for the public

service, although my honorable friends op-
posite would use a stronger word, they
would say ‘avishly’ We have provided
for our capital and special expenditure.
We have expended. $127,000.000, which
forms what is called the capital and spec-
ial account, and, notwithstanding all these
liberal allowances for all the public ser-
vices, notwithstanding the liberality with
which all branches of the public services
have been maintained, notwithstanding the
energy carried into the development of our
publie works, we find ourselves at the end
of this ten and three-quarter-year period
with an addition to the public debt
amounting to only $5,174,427. If it were
not for the special item of the N. T.

A loso
railway, which is of an exceptional chzﬂ&"w’ﬁ%'

acter, we would find that during the t
and three-quarter years we have had no
increase of the public debt whatever, but
a very considerable surplus over expendi-
ture of every ﬁiand.

The Per-capita Debt.

“If we look into the question of the debt
in its relation to the population of the
country, we find reason for believing that
Canada is very modest in the matter of
incurring public debts. As the country
increases its population we, of course, in-
crease in ability to bear the burden. If
the increase of the public debt should
simply keep pace with the increase of
population and the development of our re-
sources, there will be nothing to complain
of. But when we are able to show that
from the point of view of the debt -per
head there has been no increase, but in
reality an actual decrease of the public
debt per head, I think it will be admitted
that we are making a very gratifying
statement. Beginning at the year 1891 and
taking the figures of the population as fur-
nished by the census department, we find
that the net debt per head of the popula-
tion is as follows:
1896, $50.82, and in 1907, $42.84.

Expects Record Surplus.

For the fiscal ending March 31, 1908,
Mr. Fielding estimated that the revenue
would amount to $96,500,000, and the
amount chargeable to consolidated fund to
$77,600,000. If these expectations were rea-
hized the year would close with a surplus
of $19,000,000, a larger surplus than in any
previous year. (Cheers).

Dealing with the capital and special ex-
penditures, he stated that this would have
to be estimated on a pretty liberal scale,
as the country was now engaged in the
construction of large works. He estimated
the capital and special expenditure for the
current year at $33,700,000. This would
make a grand total expenditure for the
year of $110,500,000. Deducting from this
the estimated revenue of $96,500,000 and
the sinking funds of about $2,000,000, mak-
ing in all $98,500,000, there would be left
a balance at the end of the year to be
added to the public debt of probably $12,-
000.000. This, however, would be:brought
about by the fact that the government
planned to spend no less a sum than $17,-
750,000 on the National Transcontinental
railway. Otherwise the year would close
not with an addition to the public debt,
but with a reduction to the extent of $5,-
750,000. :

He believed that the particularly large
increase in population would more than
balance the increase in‘the public debt
and that the result would be that the
per capita debt at the close of this year
would not be any higher than it was last
year.

Millions for Transoontinental
Road.

Reviewing the expenditure on the
Transcontinental Railway (eastern divis-
ion) Mr. Eielding gave the following fig-
ures which the government had epent in
the last four years: 1904, $6,249; 1905,
$778,491; 1906, $1,841,269; 1907, $5,537,867,
making a total of $8,163,878. Adding the
estimate for the current year, he went on

to eay that the government would have)determined to carry out the legislation of
spent on this work at the close of the|last session. Two million dollars had been

present fiscal year $26,000,000.

The finance minister pointed out that
by the amendment to the B. N. A. act of
last year the provincial governments are
now receiving much larger allowances
than in previeus years.

The trade returns for the past eleven
months had been by no means discourag-
ing. The total imports for eleven months
of 1908 were $308,764,306. For the cor
responding period of the present year they
were $341,175,095. The total exports for
the eleven months of 1906 were $266,876,-
801. For the corresponding months of
the present year they were $261,434,121.
Thus the imports had somewhat increased
and the exports slightly decreased.

He realized, however, that the country
was now at the stage where there must
be some falling off in revenue.

Mr. Foster asked what the government
had done in regard to the overdraft
which had been paying Bank of Epgland
rates. ;

Mr. Fielding repiied that as the result
of negotiations between the bank and
himself only six per cent had been paid
for the short time during which this over-
draft, existed, although the bank rate at
that time stood seven per cent. The over-
draft had since been paid off.

Hopeful of the Future.

‘“Turning now to the fiscal year 1908-9,
upon which we shall soon enter, I think
1 am correct when I say that the general

ful confidence, united with much caution.
We are just emerging from a period of

' CHANGES
IN BUDGET SPEECH

In 1891 it was $49.09;

to be applied to investment or other use-
ful purposes. 1

The curtailment of credit mnaturally
produced some embarrassments. But even,
out of this condition good may come.|
There was danger that the rapid expansion
might lead to over-trading and impru-|
dent ventures. It is as well, perhaps, that|
all ehould be warned against such things.|
Business has received a check, but.I do;
not look for a continued period of depres-|
sion. Conditions should improve in the
early summer, and if we are blessed with
a season of good crope confidence will e
fully restored.

A Time for Caution.

_“On_the part of the government it is a
time for caution and yet a time for cour-|
age. Large new enterprises which would
call for great outlays may well be laid
aside for a little while, but the works
which we already have in hand and, per-|
haps, other works, not calling for a heavy

=‘outlay, must not be neglected. Particularly
must we not fail to push forward the

great enterprise of the transcontinental
railway. We have reached a stage in that:
enterprise which calls for “heavy expendi-
ture. Yet we feel it our duty to urge upon
the commissioners the prosecution of the
work so that the new road may be com-
pleted at the earliest possible date.

“The main estimates for tne year already
in the possession of the house, propose to
appropriate on account of consolidated
fund, 876,871,471 and for capital account
Supplementary estimates will
come in due course and add considerable
to these appropriations.

“It must be remembered, however, that
the estimates do not, usually, by any,
means, represent the actual expenditure..
A considerable proportion of the appropri-
ations of every year remains unexpended
and the works concerned are provided for
in the following year. l

“As to the probable revenue for the!
coming year I would wish to speak with
caution. Monetary stringency is produc- |
ing a curtailment of imports. Some of my:
hearers will not regard that as a misfor
tune. I anticipate a falling off of our rev-
enue in the early part of the new year. I
am hopeful that later on the loss will, to
a considerable extent, be made up and
that in the end we shall find the revenue
fairly satisfactory.

Looks for Decline in Revenue,

“l am estimating a revenue of $96,500,-
000 for the year soon to closs. I do not
feel justified in expecting so large a rev-
enue for the coming year. Probably it will
be more likely to fall below $90,000,000
than to rise above it. Such a revenue
would enable us to retain our strong fin-
ancial position. We should have to be con-
tent with a reduction of the surplus, but
I would expect the revenue to enable us
to provide for all our consolidated fund
expenditure and something else as well by
way of surplus.

“For our capital expeniture, or a con-
siderable part of it, we shall undoubtedly
have to add to our public debt. But, as I
have often pointed out, it is unreasonable
to expect that in a country like Canada
we can carry out work of development
without occasional additions to that debt.
If we have to add in the coming year to
our debt account it will not be for ordin-
ary expenditure, but for our work on cap-
ital account, and particularly for our
great work of the transcontinental rail-
way. For thdat work alone we are asking
an appropriation of $30,000,000 for the
coming irear.

The Quebec Bridge.

Dealing with the government relations
with the Quebec Bridge Company, Mr.
Fielding recalled that last session author-
ity was taken from parliament to advance
money to that company. Authority had
been taken to guarantee an issue of the
bridge company’s bonds. But the money
market conditions for the sale of the lat-
ter were not satisfactory and they were
used instead only as a basis for raising
advances from the banks. It becomes ap-
parent to the government that the domin-
ion would probably have to take over the
bridge and that if the bonds were sold at
a sacrifice they might have to buy them
back in a few years at par. Accordingly,
authority was obtained to advance money’
to the Quebec Bridge Company in the
same way as money is. advanced to the
Montreal harbor commission, taking over
the company’s bonds as security. The gov-
ernment was about to act im this way
when the bridge fell and further action
was suspended. Since the government re-
cognized the fact that the bridge must be
constructed and they would probably
have to take the enterprise over, they had

recently advanced to the bridge company
to enable it to meet part of its indebted-
ness to the banks, and as soon as it could
be arranged they would be given the bal-
ance, a little over $3,000,000. The bonds
would then be entirely released. The bank
would not any longer have a claim upon
them and the debt would become a debt
like that of the Montreal harbor com-
mission.

" Mr. Borden asked how much the coun-
try would have put into the bridge when
that transaction was completed.

- Mr. Fielding replied that the money
actually paid in would be the $5,016,000
with interest, plus that portion of the sub-
sidy which was origina}lly paid, viz., $374,-

353.
Mr. Ames asked if the $30,000,000 which

| Winnipeg Board of Trade, the Manitob

.it and thought it not necessary, modified
‘their views and advised the government:

| were engaged in the grain trade, and mig_hti
| wish to avail themselves of assistance with

'vestors in bank stocks in Canada could

the minister estimated for the transconti- |
nental next year included the amount re-|
quired for the bridge.

Mr. Fielding—No, the Quebec Bridge
Company is treated separately.

Mr. Borden—Has the government any
estimate of the additional expenditure re-
quired to complete the Quebec bridge?

Mr. Fielding—No.

Crop-m~aving Money.
Mr. Fielding next gave to the house an

explanation of the action of the govern-!

ment in connection with the moving of
the crops last season. He said he would
find it necessary to present to the house
a bill in a day or two, and that before

feeling of our business men is one of hope-! that bill comes down all the papers in con-

nection with the matter will be laid on
the table of the house. At the beginning
of November last, he said, urgent repre-

world-wide finarcial 1 7. Fi i h
stringency. Financial| .. totions were made to the government

eystems and institutions of all countries| i
5 | that the fiscal arrangements which could
have been severely tried.- It should be &| po made with the banks were insufficient |

single case in which one of our banks be-| ~ <YWe were informed,” he said, “that the

came embarrassed. siﬂeter : iustitutic_nslqrd,-nary lines of credit granted by the
promptly took over its affairs and it8| panks had either been exhausted or were

itch, so far as the public interests were
concerned.
**One of the conditions which accentua-

condition of the crop was another feature
to which our attention was called. Un-

something be done, said
that evidently the party who asked
did mnot know what ought to be
done. 1 euppose that those who began
this movement had no very clear idea of
the form in which relief should be grant-
ed. I must do the banks justice, if justice
it be, to say that they were not the
movers in the matter; they did not initiate
the demand for aid. Indeed, it is fair to

ed that

first mooted some of our best bankers

were inclined to think that there was no|
that the banking:

need of further aid,
facilities of the country were sufficient to
meet all the requirements. However, re-;
presentations continued to come to us in |
such a form as demanded consideration. !
One of the first communications the gov- |
ernment received was from one of our|
trusted officers in the mnorthwest, the |
warehouse commissioner, Mr. Castle, a
gentleman in every way capable of advis- |

|ing what was the need of the situation.!
We summoned Mr. Castle to Ottawa and |

had the benefit of his knowledge and ad-
vice.”

Continuing, Mr. Fielding said that th
necessity for action had been urged by the

Grain Growers’ Association, and other par-1
ties. All agreed that something must be|
done quickly, as the season of navigation |
was about to close. The government came |
to the conclusion that the subject ‘was one !
that it could not afford to set aside. The|
bankers who were at first dubious about

that some such action, as proposed, should
be taken. The conclusion of the whole
matter was that the government decided
that it would aid such of the banks as|

lcans not to exceed in the aggregate $10,-i

000,000.
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LAURIER BLOCKS REFORM
REGARDING BY-ELECTIONS

Against Borden’s Propo§al to Fill Vacancies

tawa, Ont.
i :

into light and kept ablaze for their own.

Within Ninety Days

Bji" Putting Government - Railways on Same Footing as
Company Roads in Regard to Damage Suits Passes
Third Reading---No Intention of Building Wharf at Lep-
reaux--Anti-Cigarette Motion Likely to Be Talked to

Death.

Ottawa, March 18—In reply to Dr.
Daniel, Mr. Brodeur in parliament today
said the total cost of the submarine naval

\apparatus installed off Negre Point was

$23,811.

In answer to G. W. Ganong, Mr. Bro-
deur said that no information was received
in the department regarding the erection
of a wharf at Lepreaux. ! '

The bill of Mr. MacDonald (Pictou) to
amend the railway act, passed through
committee and was read a third time. 1t

The government proposed that!pyurposes, yet at no time did it threaten a' provides that government railways shall

the rates of interest should be six and|gisturbance of the general good feeling be- be exactly in the same position in resgect

seven per cent. These, said Mr. Fielding,]

were undoubtedly high rates of interést,!

but they were no higher than the Bank!i.o of reducin, . : S

] : g taxation, reducing the house after yesterday.
of England rate at that time, for it Was | public debt, obtaining reciprocity with the the afternoon was taken up with the sec-
i United, States, getting a mutual prefer- ond reading of a bill to amend the rail-

seven percentum. :

The banks, however, thought this rate
too high, so the government reduced the!
rate of interest to 4 per cen®. for 60 days,
to be advanced through the Bank of Mon-
treal. The very announcement of this plan
was a prime factor in restoring confidence
in the situation, and things began to im-
prove. Under this agreement the banks
took $5,300,000 from the government all
of which except $1,000,000 has been repaid
already. &

As to how this advance could be pro-
vided, the government could not borrow
money quickly during the panic rates of
7 per cent. of the Bank of England. It
could’ only be borrowed in England at
expensive terms. Therefore it was decided
to issue Dominion notes, thus in some
small degree affecting the government
reserves; but, with ample securities from
the banks and Bank of Montreal. This
was a technical departure from the cur-
rency act, but he was sure parliament
would sanction it under the circumstances.
This course reduced the reserve to 56 per
cent., which was, after all, a strong show-
ing.

This experience, said the finance minis-
ter, suggested the need of greater elasticity
of our currency. The best way to extend
the power of the banks as to their circula-
tion, to allow the banks to issue an
emergency circulation to the extent of 15
per cent. of their combined paid up
capital and rest, or reserve, combined—
this during the crop moving period only.

“Our banking capital 18 owned in
Canada,” continued Mr. Fielding.

“Why not have it owned abroad?” sug-
gested W. F. MacLean.

“That replied Mr. Fielding would be the
better contention but it perhaps could
not be brought about. Moreover, the in-

not be expected to put up money to in-
crease capital on emergencies, which
would be an alternative of relief.
Accordingly the principle of this ‘emer-
gency’ note circulation had been deter-
mined,

“What would this emergency -circula-
tion amount to?” asked W. F. MacLean.

Mr. Fielding replied that the combined
circulati‘on allowed was $164,129,239, fifteen
per cent. upon which would amount to
$24,619,585. This amount would scarcely
be required in any one period. For this
privilege the government would require
the banks to pay 5 per cent.

Ohange in Excise Duties.

A change would be made in excise laws,
uit not with a view to affecting revenues.
The purpose was to readjust duties only
so far that imported leaf would bear its
just proportion of the tax. The changes
are:

Chewing and smoking tobacco from im-
ported leaf—Present rates 25c per Ib.
Proposed rates 5c. per lb. :

Manufactured tobacco from native lcai—
Present rates 5c. per lb—Proposed rates
Sc. per lb.

Snuff, containing not more than 40 per
cent. of moisture—Present rates 25c. per
Ib. Proposed rates 5c. per lb.

Cigars from imported leaf—Present
rates $6 per Ib. Proposed rates $2 per lb.

Cigars from native tobacco—Present
rates $3 per pound. Proposed rates $2 per
pound.

Cigarettes from domestic
rates $1.50. Proposed
pound.

Foreign leaf tobacco, unstemmed-—Pres-
ent rates 10c. per pound. Proposed rates
25¢c. per pound. |

Foreign leaf tobacco, stemmed—Present !
rates 14c. per pound. Proposed rates 42c.
per pound.

As for customs tariff there would be no

leaf—Present
rates $2.40 per

changes at present. The tariff generally |
was in very fair condition and if there;
were some complaints against it, the prob- |
abilities were that as business improved |
the supposed disadvantage would disap-|
pear. For instance, at the eleventh hour, |
a deputation representing farmers and!
| others interested in the pork industry had
{ waited on the government and complain-
ied that by the evasion of Canadian cus-
‘ltom laws the country was being flooded
iwit'h imported pork. They, however, wer:
i satisfied that an application of the anti-
{dumping law in this as other cases of:
i complaint, was the remedy and it was not |
to be found in a higher tariff.

Hon. Geo. E. Foster.

Hon. Geo. E. Foster, who followed, was
greeted with  enthusiastic  opposition
cheers. He observed that honorable gentle-
men opposite were fond of deprecating the
condition of affairs as they found them in
1896, to keep in the back ground the
world-wide prosperity ‘of the past ten
years and to make it appear that Canada’s
prosperity was due to their policy. The
fact was that in 1889-90 a world-wide de-
preciation began; which continued for

'four or five years all over the world. Can- |
ada felt this depressibn, but emerged from: °

it bettar than any other country. Canada, ;
therefore,in 1896, emerged from this period
steadily progrescing. +

The only trouble on the hprizon was the
Manitoba school question wifich those hon-

had fanned

public was, fortunately, unknown here. I
refer to what is called .the’ hoarding of|
In the United States men lost'

money.
faith in financial institutions, withdrew
their money and locked it up. Happily
nothing of the kind occurred in Canada.
There was a justifiable confidence in our
banking institutions. \Where money was
withdrawn it was not to be hoarded but

fortunately a considerable proportion of
the* crop of last season was touched by
frost, and the condition, we were advised,
was such that it.could not be carried over
the winter with safety, for that and vari-
ous other reasons, it seemed to be import-
ant that the crop should be moved, and
we were asked to devise some means of
granting aid.

Mr. Gladstone, or Lord Beacons-
field, on one occasion, when ask-

orable gentlemen themselv

. MCKENNA
f Picton, Ont.

twean the peoples of this country.
The Liberals had set for themselves the

ence from Great Britain, to reduce the
number of cabinet ministers, cut down
the expenditure; reform the senate,abolish
superannuation, abolish bounties, discon-!
tinue the systein of railway bonuses and
keep the land for the settlers. Besides|
they were to raise the standard of public
life. It would have been interesting to
have seen the effect of reducing the ex-
penditure, abolishing protection and car-
rying out all the other pledges of their
self-appointed task.

Broken Pledges.

But these Liberals dropped all their pro-
fessions" and went on administering the
country on somewhat the old lines of fiscal
policy. Sir Wilirid, who had pledged him-
self to reduce the taxation, had in 1906
increased the total customs and inland
revenue taxes from $27,759,285 in 1896 to
$60,074,818. In 1906 the taxation was raised
to $73,000,000. In 1896 the per capita taxa-
tion was $5.46; in 1906 it was raised to
$10 per head and to $11 or $12 in 1908, an
increase of $46,000,000 in total taxation, or
175 per cent as compared with 1896.

Thus the pledge to reduce taxation had
been carried out by taking in customs
and excise in ten years $142,000,000 more
than the Conservatives had collected in a
similar period.

As for the claim that the average rate
of taxation-had been lowered, if the boun-
ties which were given by way of protec-
tion were added, there would be found to
be rather an increase. By reason of the
increased value of goods tMe finance min-
ister was taking increased taxation out of
the people to an extent that a 25 per cent
duty in 1896 was practically changed to a
45 per cent duty, on the basis of the prices
of that year.

In 1896 the Conservatives were taking,
in customs and excise taxes, at the rate
of $530,000 per week or $76,000 per day. In
1908 the present government were taking
taxes out of the people at the rats of §l,-
400,000 per week or $200,000 per day.

¢¢ Reckless Looting.”

Continuing in the evening, Mr. Foster
resurrected some of the speeches of
Laurier and others who were ‘‘appalled”
by the expenditure .of $37,000,000 by the
Conservative government. Contrast that
figure with the estimates for next year—
$119,000,000 of the main estimates and the
supplementaries to come, which would
bring them up to nearly $140,000,000. The
net debt of Canada in 1806 was $275,000,-
000. Under Conservative regime the debt
increased $31,000,000, while the finance
minister was fond of saying the Liberals
had increased it $8,000,000 only. This was
done by a reckless looting of the people
by taxation. In ten years the Liberals
had increased taxation by $102,000,000. Jf
the Conservatives had taxed at the same
rate they would have had surpluses
amounting to $110,000,000 to boast of.
Further, if the Liberals had taken &no
more taxes than the Conservatives they
would have increased the debt by $150,-
000,000.

The finance minister had no right to
take from a new and struggling country
anything except for ordinary current ex-
penses. Borrow money for great enter-
prises like G. T. P. and put the burden
of interest equally upon the present and
future generations.

In all these years of plenty the finance
minister had not taken steps to reduce
the obligations of the  country, nor had
he taken time by the forelock by provid-
ing for the retiring of these obligations
in the future. .

The finance minister had not given the
house an estimate of the cost of the
Transcontinental Railway. Sir Wilfrid
Laurier had declared -that $13,000,000
would measure the cost to the people of
this country—not more than one year’s
surplus. Whereas Mr. Foster believed the
cost would not be less than $130,000,000.
More than $200,000,000 of capital had to
be got somewhere in the next few years.

Moreover, Mr. Fielding had said the
Quebec bridge would cost only $4,500,000.

“] don’t think so,” said Mr. Fielding

but Mr. Foster read the minister’s speech
bearing out exactly what he said. i

Dealing with the action of the govern-!
ment in advancing money for moving the:
crops, Mr. Foster declared that it was a;
perilous thing to interfere with the or-!
dinary business of the country. When
the finance minister undertook to talke
the reserve—which was the only legal se-
curity for depositors, it did a very
rash thing in thus Dbreaking into
the strong box of the peopie and laying
violent hands on the reserve security.
It was a dangerous precedent and the
least the government could have done was
to have come down at ouce to parliament
and got its bill of indemnity.

IT WAS $43,000,
NOT $343,000

Ottawa, March 18—(Special)—Owing to
an error in transmission The Telegraph’s
despatch about the expenses of altering the
bookkeeping system on the I. C. R. add-
ed $300,000 to the correct figure.

The cost

was $43,000, whereas the addition of a|

figure made it appear $343.000. No doubt
more will be heard of the sum really spent
on this improved bookkeeping. The op-
position gave Hon. Mr. Brodeur a bad
hcur over similar expenses in his depart-
ment, showing that he entered into the
contract recklessly, without knowing what

the venture was going to cost the coun-
try.

to liability for damage as company lir\s.
It was a quiet b+ R

way act to facilitate the crossing of rail-
way tracks by telephone or telegraph wires
or water mains. The premier said that
many of the provisions were provided for
in the bill introduced by the minister of
railways. The bill was read a second
time. .

Mr. Borden moved the second reading
of his bill to amend the house .of com-
mons act. The bill provided that a writ
to fill a vacancy in the commons should
be issued within ninety days of the
vacancy, so as to avoid any long disfran-
chisement of a constituency. The bill was
the same as the Ontario act.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier said that there was
no real necessity for the bill, judging from
what happened since confederation. All

vacancies were filled before the house met
The premier pointed out some instances

in which the putting in force of an act,_

of that kind would be too drastic and have
bye-elections going on a few days before
a general dominion contest. He asked the
leader of ‘the opposition to leave it over
urtil the bill of the minister of justice,
in reference to the dominion elections was
up, which Mr. Borden agreed to.

The resolution for papers in connection
with the Georgian Bay canal was adopt-
ed. ‘- !
Mr. Sinclair’s bill to amend the fisheries
act was considered in committee. This
bill does away with the appointment of
fishery officers to act as justices of the
peace and therefore sit on cases in which
they were interested. At present they are
all ex-officio justices of the peace.
gress was reported.

Anti-Oigarette Motion.

The debate on cigarette smoking was re-
sumed by Dr. Black, of Hants, who sup-
ported the resolution. Everybody, he said,

would agree <that cigarette smoking was ,

injurious to boys. If a man smokes a pipe
or cigar he did not see ftow ‘we could dif-

ferentiate,” and say that he should not
If he smoked & pip8.

smoke a cigarette.

then he could smoke a cigarette. Hé%

prepared to go a long way to prevent boys ]
\

smoking cigarettes. \

Mr. Loggie, Northumberland, supported
the resolution, stating that the fathet
should forego the cigarette and stick fo
the pipe, if he did smoke. Two or thtee
others spoke and the debate was again
thrown over. N

CALLED-MAN T0
PHONE T0 HER
DYING GROANS

Brooklyn Woman Fired Fatal
Shot as She Told Acquaint-
ance of Intention to Suicide.

e .

New York, Mar. 18&—Miss Helen Daezner

who conducted a school of instruction in

embroidery and other fine needlework in |
Brooklyn, tonight shot herself to death | [

in a telephone booth after summoning an |
acquaintance to care for her body. The
report of a revolver and the dying groans
of the suicide were carried over the wire
to the man who had answered her call,
and before he could reach the address
given, the woman was dead. Across a
writing pad ‘which rested on a shelf in
the telephone booth had been written:
“Somebody will come to identify = me.
Excuse me for making all this trouble.”
Miss Daezner was a handsome woman ‘of

30 years and had a profitable business, her |

pupils being recruited generally from famil-
ies of means. She made her home with
her mother and a brother. The mother
said that her daughter had been married
a year ago, and three months after the
wedding had separated from her husband.
She had frequently complained of severe
headaches of late and only on the ground
of ill health could she account for the
suicide. ;

Early in ‘the evening, Miss Daezner en-
tered a telephone booth ‘at a Reid avenue
drug store and called up another drug
store, located but two doors from her home
in. Halsey street. At the latter store she
was known as a customer.

She inquired for the proprietor, and
learning that he was out earnestly asked
the clerk with whom she talked to hurry
to the address she gave. Then, before
the connection was broken she fired a bul-
let into her right temple and slipped
groaning to the floor.

From the coysage of the dead woman
was taken ' this note:

“My dear mother, forgive me for what
I am doing, for I have been sick a long
time. Am going to a long rest. This is
slight thanks for all your trouble 41
care. I am unable to bear this second
disappointment.

“Your daughter, ‘Helen.”

FATALLY SHOT BROTHER
WHILE HUNTING GEESE

Toronto, March 18—(Special)—While
under a barn for the purpose of shooting
geese, Pearl Brient, of Ridgetown, was
shot and fatally wounded by his brother
this morning. They were crawling about,

and the rifle went off.

FREE TO YOU—MY

SISTER

bearin;
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ORCHRD SENTENCED
T0 DEATH, BUT JUDGE
 URGES COMMUTHTIN

Caldwell, Idaho, March 18—Harry Or-
chard was sentenced to death today by

TR AR IO o
FIPS SIS

EZARRY QeCEaRp.
Judge Fremont Wood. Court recommend-
ed that sentence be commuted to life im-
prisonment. !

ANNAPOLIS CONSERVATIVES -~
CHOOSE GEO. E. CORBETT
AS FEDERAL CANDIDATE

Annapolis, N. 8., March 18—George E.
Corbett was nominated as the candidate
of the’ Liberal-Conservative party in the
approaching federal contest at a conven-
tion in Annapolis yesterday. Through
business conducted by him in Annapolis
and more recently by his successful de-
velopment of Torbrook iron mines, Mr
Corbett has become well known to tl
electore of Annapolis. A resolution w
adopted endorsing the Liberal-Conserva
tive platform, as laid down by R. L. Bor
den at Halifax.

GUYSBORO MAN’S ARM

ALMOST SEVERED BY AXE

Guysboro, March 18—A fearful accide *
occurred here yesterday. Freeman F
ton, ship carpenter, was at work o
schooner in Sangster’s shipyard, and
and another carpenter were forcing a *
ber into place when suddenly his
came violently across the keen blade .
broad axe in the hands of the other
penter, severing all thé cords and arte:
at the wrist. Medical aid was immedia.

ly summoned and two doctors worked ove
him for some time before the flow of blood
was staunched.
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