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Of the Free Baptist Churches.of New Brunswick for the Year
ending July 1st 1859,

Beloved Brethern.—W ith prefoumd gratitadefo Almichty God f
the innumerable merciel ﬁhioh’Tav«getwhé?\ our Iivei dirinogtrl H(l)(l‘
year that has just closed, we proceed to record some things relative
to the cause of God among us as a branoh of the Christian Church
since our last General Conference. Among the elders of this Con-
ference, death has made mo-breach during the last year. From
among the lay members.of our churches some Lave gone—gone we
trust from the ohurch militant;, to the chureh triumpbant. Bach
pasging year i8 caxrying some away-—some of us that arc here to-day
will in afl probability.be it sternity ere next Conference—our earthly
missionl wiltbe ¢losed, and we sha)l eithex be the inhabitants of the ¢
glorious‘world with ‘the saints in" Heht, 'or We shall 'be:where no
prayer nor praise, no love notjoy, rio faith nor hope, will ever be
enjoyed nor felt  If sucl be'the uncertainty of ourexistence. and
the eternal future to which we are hastening, be of such terrible
import, how important that. we should: well improve the present
time to some purpose, and be ready for a discharge from our labours,
with the approval of God, sund the assurance of immortality and
eternal glory. To live weli, we must tive for God—he who lives for
himself, or for a selfish end, like those who live for pleasure only,
are dead while they live; and better would it be:for such if they
had never been born, (

We are gathered to-day from various localities—our, objest we
trust in coming together.is not the promotion of;aaevely human
ends-wmnnﬁl of ‘us profess 4a, be labourers with Gad g, the, build-
ing of his kingdom should he to us the first of allobjects, and:sink-
ing every selfish and persgnal feeling into absolgh,pm?nm, our
business i, to gird on.the tyath in doctrine, in pragbice and in spirit,
and following the, Captaim of our salvation, do, battle boldly and
valiantly for the oause of our Redeemer. That this may be the
case, let every heart pray. and th'at ere this Conference oloses, tge
Holy 8pirit ml{tiy‘dbwe c{, yith power, that within these wallgntay be
displays of Go % n‘gracd—that a true revival'of ‘sériptural
piety may be felt 1/ starotere, and extend $6°a1l otr churches;
and ?lsc\ that thére may beradd@ed 'to us sach as shall’ beeternally
saved. ! ; v ’ !

The past year has in gome respests been one of some trial—finan-
oial embarrassment and other causes have contributed to.render the
year less fruitful in some fields thanit probably othermise would haye

sen ; but God has neverthelessowned ns t.]zig“ Jyearcsnd upon onr ban-
nler We can reinsgribe“i\s‘ efore ‘;irto' hé Lﬁﬁ elped us.”’

lou are aware thatkat.our la o onfe »outichurches were
divid?};;‘tg gl . g, andgpreachera Q?p?s ,fqga%h.l;‘_, is arrange-
ment has . . pH ved T n:.ﬁ)cﬁa, in’ others it has not;
when the whol aqil  with thisarrangement shall have come
before you in the course of this meeting, you will be able to judge
more’ perfestly relativeto the judi wpgtb,a of contﬁhﬁntthiamﬁe
of supplying our ohurches with ministerial care.




