
4
in

ANNUAL REPORT ti,
ofOf the Free Baptist Churches-ol New Brunswick for the Year 

ending July 1st 1869. ac
as

year that has just closed, we proceed to record some things relative 
to the cause of God among u« as a branch of the Christian Church 
since our last General Conference. Among the elders of this Con­
ference, death has made no breach during the last year. From 
among the lav members of Our churches some have gone—gone we 
trust from the oburoh militant, to the church triumphant. Bach 
passing year is carrying acme away—some of us that arc here to-day 
will ih all pfobability.be ip eternity ere next Conference—our earthly 
miSsiotf Will be closed, and we shall either be the inhabitants of the f 
glorious WOrld with the saitfaffa*Hgbfo-br We shall bè where tto 
prayer nor praise, no love nor Joy, rfo faith nor hope, will ever he 
enjoyed nor ïelt. If snob be the Uncertainty of our existence, and 
tne eternal future to which we are hastening, be of such terrible 
import, how important that we should well improve the present 
time to some purpose, and be ready for a discharge from our labours, 
with the approval of God, and the assurance of immortality and 
eternal glory. To live well, we must live for God—he who lives for 
himself, or for a selfish opd, like those who live for pleasure only, 
are dead while they live; and better would it be-for snob if they 
had never been born.

We are gathered to-dayyfrom various localities—our. object we 
trust in coming togetifaç. fa not the promotion of.jperely human 
ends—many of us profess fo. be labourers with God * the .unbuild­
ing of his kingdom.should 6c to us the first of at|.66j¥S$f• *Wi sink­
ing every selfish and pergonal feeling into absolute notfongness, oar 
business is to gird on life .truth in doctrine, in praotjoe and in spirit, 
and following the Papta^n of our salvation, do battle boldly and 
valiantly for the cause or our Bedeemer. That this may be the 
case, let every heart prasn and that ere this Conference oloaee, the 
Holy Spirit may>âeeccnd*eith power, that within theàé walla may1 be 
displays of Goa WeoveTeijm'WhtOd—that a true revivfif of scriptufal 
piety may be felt fii’nîbbavare hero, and extend tô'ftll (for churches ; 
and also that there may be added to ns such as shall be eternally 
saved. -’I «b'»

The past year has in sonie respeets been one of some trial—finan­
cial embarrassment and other causes have contributed to render the 
year less fruitful in some field's than* probably otherwise would have

^en ; but God has nevertheless owned us this year, and upon our ban­
ner we can reinscribe as before “ Hnhérto thé Lord 6%tjWielped us.” 
Youare aware th^Ut owl*^p#.%flfem»ee.wir>eh«rohe6 were 
divided into districts, andnjpreacberassigned_foeach. This arrange­
ment has m sonic places proved beneficial, m others it has not; 
when the whole foots c»nnii$6ÿ.with thisarrangement shall have come 
before yea in the course of this meeting, yon will be able to judge 
moie perfectly relative te the judiciousness of continuing this mode 
of supplying our ohurohes With ministerial oar».
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