———
big srnse at lesst. You see, there’s
is difference betwesn bim snd educated
lelsctors—they know beit-r—or ought
)—and be does net.’

The girl made no reply.

Then, as if suddenly rememberiog an
mission, she began to thank him for the
rvice he bad rendered her.

Her tone was gracious, but her mi
1digated.the idea of dismissal so0 strongly,
1at the baronet, who was most arxi
aat their tete-a-tete should not come to a
adden should close, rushed into comver—
stion with the firet speech ready te his
BgUG,

‘You are & stranger to this meighbour-
ood P be eaid.

I was till & fow mhlgo,'thgirl [
lied. ‘I bave only recently come to live
. The Towers.’

‘Then you must be Miss Armitage. I
m Alwyn Meredith, the son of—of s
iend who knew your father years sgo.’

A shadow passed over the gizl's face, and
feredith, vexed with bimeelt for what he
1t to be & siupid blunder, made h-'to to
'd_ ey

‘Pardon me for forgetting your re
es. I ought to have remembered’; and
en be stopped, for he could not very
ell explain that he was so occupied in
oting the girl's rich, dark beaaty, as to be
blivious of the rather slight mourning of
or dress.

A desultory conversation followed thi®
eech, as the girl, permitting him to walk
y her side, returned, by a route he pro-
psed, to her home on the crest of the
1.

Certsinly ths heiress was not so dull as
3 bad expected to find ber.

She responded brigntly to bis «fforts to
ater sin her.

It was only when the subjoct of India
as introduced that she became constr.in-
1 and abrupt in ber replies.

Poor child ! Her recent
irdly bealed.

Thero could be little in common be-
veen her stepmother aad ber ; they seem-
1 to stand at opposite poles.

Mrs Armitage was a course grained,
nder bred p-reon, wnoso good looks
ere of an sggressively unteminine type,
hile the girl resembled a rare exotic,
ith her brilliant coloring and refied,
ngile lovelipess.

Thbess thoughts were in Meredith’s mind
) he parted irom the heiress at her lodge
ates.

He carried home & picture of her in his
em-ry, and secretly rejriced when his
other described at dinner, to alaly
iend, the great dark eyes, and the proud
outh wi:h the scarlet lips, in answer to a
u-stion a8 to wbether the heiress wais
sally pretty.

Meanwhile, at The Towers, Lois Armit
g¢ had her secret thoughts too, but they
ero bardly as pleasant as those of her
te compsnion.

wouad had

Ste looked very besutitul in her rich

lack satin cvening gown s she paced
sotlessly up and down the Elizibethsn
rrace.

‘What an unquiet spirit you sre, -Lois I*
[rg. Armitage broke in petulantly st las*.
[ thiok this afternoon‘s adventure must
ave upset your nerves. Horsce wnill be
mused to hear he bas a rival, I'm sure.*

For answer, the girl only vouchsated &
sughty stare.

Mrs. Armitage laughed.

‘It forms another romatic incident in
our romantic life,* she said. ‘I'm rather
ondering what his comment will be.*

The girl looked at ber strnngely.

‘What do you mean P* she asked abrup’-

‘Nothing ; except I think that, perbaps,
o has & claim—*

Lois Armitage shudderad.

‘Am I likely to forget it P* she returned
itterly.

The stepmother smiled.

Poor Horacs | He's neitber youog nor
andsome, and he has no title to claim
our respect.*

The girl turped on her, with eyes aflame.
"*You would jost it the [nferno were to lie
gapoiat your feet I she said, wi'h otill
at curious bitterness in her voi :

‘Lo pass from jest to earnest, then,’ re-

rted the other; ‘let me k:cp Br Alwyn

leredith as my friend. A ba-gaio is a
argain, my dsughter L ois.’

The girl made no reply.

An expression of sombre misery had
srkened her glowing eyes—an expression
wused by cauted the thought that beyond
e wood whice ley between her grounds
nd the ncigbbouriog «state was Miredith
as'le, & stately Eaglish hﬁ:’ that
ight well fill »n ucbappy soul isions
| contentment and pe ice.

It wasa Lome glorious in which love
nd sywpathy, snd not dnmnon, reign~
1 supreme.

A masn'’s voice roused her from ter rev:
ie. a¢ & pair of hands were clappad sud-

C:n&umad on page Taree,
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da'y over her eyes.

“Are you thinking of ‘him’ yon sentimen*
1’ ooking peraon ? Cheer up, then, acd
lo % pleasant, for he's here.’

The girl stared with bewildered eyes as
he released her.

éouca I' ¢
‘/8 @ had unprepared for its on the scene
4 that moment, ani the suddenn ss of
his advent, in the midst of her thongh s of
@ other man, had come with all the force
of a shock,

CHAPTER III.

Vere Meredith had bencfited by change
-and travel.
This wasth) opinion of his mother and

« ‘brother, and vlso that of Mrs D-ew, the

‘housekeeper at the castle, who bad known

and loved him from a chil 1,

A pleasant smile illumined Lady Mer
edith's geatle ta:e as she wi‘chad the rwo
young men drive off one afternoon, short-
ly after Vure's return, to pay a call at the
The Towers.

The two lamilies had become fairly inti
mate, ‘‘or Lios s:ke,’ as Lady Meredith’s
explained.

The heiress, being still in monrning,
bad iew other visitors

She scemed glad of the ex use to lead a
quiet country lite.

Daring the drive to The Towers, Vere
Moredith’s sbrewd, plaia face lit up with

an amused emile, as he listened to bis
brother’s account of the siege laid to bim
by the enterprising widow.

It waa his first visit to the house, and he

was curious to see the girl who was inno-

cently thearting ber step-mother's impud
€ntly- ‘. vised plan fer turning his mother
into s dowsger Lady Meredith

In sotteniog towrrds the girl who had
tried his love 8o cru-lly, he had g .ined a
eympathatic insight into other lovs sff irs,
and his brother's secret was no secret to

him.

At The Towers he contrived to engro-s
the widow’s whole attention when he saw
the baronet purposely lingering in the
orchid-bouse, whe ‘e Lois w.+ pointing out
some new specimens to bim.

He koew that his brother had a purpose
in paying this visi*, beyond the mere de-
light in seeing and talking to the girl he
loved.

It was nat long before Sir Alwyn ven
tured to speak to L is on the subject noar-
est his beart.

In firm, manly tones he urged his suit
upon her, hardly noticiog, in the fervour
of the moment, the expressions of anguish,
sorrow, and despair that sppeared in
Tapid succession upon her face.

It was not until he had thrice pressed
her for » reply that she seemed able to
summon up the courage to answer him.

At lact she'managed to falter out ber
thanks for the honour he bad done her,
and her regret that she could never be his
wile.

Bat the baronet was not to be daunted
by this conventional phraseology.

He saw the love, that would not be
concesled, in the depths of the liquid
brown eyes that he forced to meet the
gtz of his own.

‘Loie! you donot know wh t you are
eaying Darling! you do love mo; |
feel sure ot it. You will not be so weak
a8 to let yourselt be coerced by your step-
wmother P Why should you fear her, sweet-
beart P’

A sudden flash replaced the palor fn the
beeu'i ul face, and the girl replied, in a
fimer, harder tone—

‘I have given you my answer, Sir Alwyn
As s gentleman, I must beg you to let me
&o.

Meredith instsotly released the cold
bands that he had caught and imprisoned
them in hs wn

‘You have not given me s eatisfactory
answer, Lois,’ he said.
told me your reason for r«jscting my love.’

Th- girl seemed to bave resovered ber
seli-possession.

A hard, proud lookbad crept lnto ber

I sm
engsged to another man. ’

Meredith recoiled from ber as if he bad
wcosived a phyeic a! blow.

An angry light gleamed in his eyes

“Coquette !’ be: burst out. ‘You knew |
this snd yet you let me believe that 1
wight win you for my wile. You are in
league with that woman I sought to de-
fend you from. Heaven knows if you are

bitter cry broke from the girl, then
recovered Lerselt, end turned to leave
the place.

| v>luntarily deceived me.’
The sound of tootsteps elose at hand | ed.:

it with my death instead of with my life !’

she said, and she laid s meaning stress on
the last word.

You‘ve eaid as much to ber yoursel I’

was his sis'er's quiet reply.

*You bave not | table with an angry air.

I'm fond of the girl, and it maddens me to

put on those stand «ffi b aire. Hang it all |

I believe 1'd marry her even it sbe badn't
face. the meney. - She’ grows bandsomer cvery

‘I was going to tell you it,” she said | day.’
~4lfwly, ‘but you interrupted me.

you will help me to gain mine, we might
both prosper,’ she remarked with asperity.

ing you.
from that of Armitage deceased.’

bis sudden ¢xclsmation—
in and out ameng those trees P’

the shrubbery, Mrs. Armitage saw the dis
sppearing flish of white drapery.

‘Forgive me, dear! I was mid to have
spoken so. I will not; helieve that you

checked his speech, and the next moment
Mrs. Armitage, Vere Meredith,
strapger, whom the hostess introduced as
ber brother, joined them on the lawn tbat
1aced the hot house. s
Mrs. Armitage seenied in high spirite,
as, licking her arm through her step-
d.ughter's, she drew the girl forward into
the centr- of the group.

Wi, Liois, bave you beep telling scc
rets P' she ssd, with s little. laugh,

Then, as if sobered by the enigmatical

ued, in graver tones—
‘I think we must explain thet your
actusl engagem:nt to

o' your being in mourning, and that it
was really a matter sctiled between you
sum - time ago.’
For his bro‘her’s sske,
terced himselt to. k ep & conversation
goiug, as they all acjrarned to the great
tall, when the butler wes bringing in tea
Vere was & fair rcad-r of character,

sumption of the rols ot & genisl, carel-ss
min of the world did not imprse upon
bim in the le:st

and he felt a cu iosity to know what cir

engagement to the heiress.
The tellow’s occssional jialous glacces

merely the matter of money that attracted
him.

rather valgar pride in the beauty and
grace of bis fiancee.
It wes a relict to more than one of the
party when the visit was over, and though,

his brother betore bed-time resulted in the
subject of the engagement at The Towers
being brought forward and thorougbly
discussed.
¢ There’s something fishy about the busi-
ness,’ Vere said, ‘and, as & barrister who
sspires one day to & criminal practice, I
think it may be as well to encourage my
detective ivstincts, and study the sna-
tomy of this promising cae. D p nd
upon it, Mrs. Armitage and that delectable
brotber of bers have got some sort of a
bold on the girl. A little judicious pres-
sure from outside might induce them to
relax their clatch.’
. . « . .
Meanwhile, ignorant of the interest they

widowed sister played game a'ter gsme of
cards in the drawing-room at The Towers.
while Lois Armitage lounged listlessy 1y
the piano.

‘Lois, my girl, you seem uncommonly
sulky I’ ber fiance remarked., as she re
fused to sing one of his favorite songs, on
the pretext tbat the heated room made
ber languid and tired.

‘I can’t make you ‘my lady,’ [ kaow,’ he
continurd ; ‘but, nevertheless, you owe—’'
Tbe girl sprang to her feet as it the
words were whips to drive her from the
room.

*I bave more than psid my debt,’ she
burst out. ‘Would to God I could cancel

And she swept frcm the room without
another word.

As the door closed heavily bebind her,
Mrs. Armitage looked, with raised eye-
brows, across at her brother.

‘Lois ne=ds to be dealt with tactfully,
‘Tacttully ! Confound it ell. Rachel!
‘I choose my time and opportunity,*

He pushed his cbair back from the card

‘Ob, it‘s sasy for you to talk like that !

Mcs. Armitage frowned.
*If, instead of defoating your own ends,

*Ob, I can’t bully Meredith into merry-
He's 8 man of diff-rent mettle
His ister’s angry retort was checked by
‘Good heavens | Whst's that flattering

Following his g:z° in the direction of

An instan* compunction smote the ang.
ry 'over, and, following ber, be said in en-
treating tones—

and a |asid

expression on the girl’s lace, she contin-.

my brother | sleep,
has only been deterred on account | nurse’s faithful breast.

V.re Meredith

and Horace BReeuchswp’s attempted as-

H: mentally stigmatiz yd him as a ratter
daogerous sp.cimen of the geniuy ‘cad,’

cumstances cou:d havs brought about Lis

at Alwyn Meredith sbowed it was not

He could not reirsin frcm displayirg a

tor & short time, there was a comstraint in
Sir Alwyn's manoer, & quiet smoke with

were rousing, Horace Beauchamp snd his.

two ot the most powerful Continentsl

other Power in~luded.
*Your tface is as white as the woman‘s | men sfloat, and aithough her vaval rescrve
dress,’ she remarked scornfnlly. ‘Did you | is Dot so strong and perbaps as'well drilled
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fresh air.*
Her complnwn looked only hilf assur

were ber grevs clothes—'
‘Hush, don‘t bea fool! brok

hersell.
man.*

into the room, with some
self.

',‘." Py (VIR |
At midnight, ap steirs in hér own room

Tue ayah stroked the hot forehead ten
peculiar light. ‘

mured soothingly.
grand lady. No one bart her then *

to bring strange comfort to the girl.
A faint smile stole over her drawn feat
ures, aud ter burning eyes closed in sleep

CHAPIER V.

dith Castle, was expecting a visitor.

dith bad given her at Christm s,
said at last, es, with a.comprebensiv

little detail was complete.
‘Now remember—a

see them.’

ious arrangement had to be made.

gatifiud, and she could only tell her fellow

den under a closcly meshed veil.
To be Continuel.

ENGLAND'S NAV AL ST IENG 'A.

of Any Three ‘ontiuental Pow.rs.

little impression in British naval circles,

ued advance of the highest class of boate
of the swiftest possible speed.

The naval force that Grest Britain it

of any three Continental Powers snd was
never in & more officient condition. The
British service has been severely criticised.

eiency is due tos policy of the Navs)
League snd the press to depreciatein the
mind of the public England‘s strength, in
order that large sppropristions may be
secored for expanding the navy and to
continue the policy of meintaining it «q1 ]
to that of the combined strength of auy 1wo
world Powers. The policy in Eagland
acems to be to impress the public with tke
weskness rather than the strength of the
British service, with a8 view to securing
adcitional ships through misapprehension
in the public mind that the farce is not
keeping peace with its importan.e of the
nation.
Abroad the Uaited States is reckoned as
the seventh navsl powes, being outrarked
by all the Continental navies, including
Itsly. Bat this view is not accepted in
the Uoited Statee, and fizures of ships
building and tonnage indicete th-t tac
United Sta:es is now either fit:h or tied wit'
Germany for fourth place, being outrank:-d
by Great Britain, F:ance and Russis.
Germany, howsver, has & more extensive
programme of increase than the Uhnited
States and will probably lead in a few
years at ber present rate of building unless
liberal sppropriatione sre made for
naval developmenf. Abroad the United
States, wtile, of course, reckoned as a
naval power, cannot be said to be counted
in any combivations that nations might
make against others.

‘Englan® to-dsy is stronger than any

Powers snd stronger than these with an-
She has 80 000

think the creature was a ghost P I suppose { a8 that ot France, the real strength of ber

it's Nana wandering about to get a little

in his’
sister. ‘Yo are as superstitious ss N:na
Pall yourseit togetber and be a

Sue stopped sbroptly ss 8 se:vant came
letters  and
pepers ; and thep, bidding kim God night
sbe left him to finish tbe evening by hir «

Lois Armitage was sobbing herselt to
w'th ber head pillowed on her old
derly, while her black eyes shone with a

‘Burred, darliog, not-.ery,” she mur-
‘Nana make misses

Tue nbildisbly sounding promise se: med

Mrs. D:ew, tbe bousekeeper at Mcre-

She bad dovned her best dress and
emsrtest cap, and was giviog final instruc-
tions to the maid, who was sctting out the
pretty a'iernoon tea set that Vira M re

‘Yes I thick it will do, Hester,' she
glance at the table, she poted that ever)
young lady in
oursc’s dross, and show ber up direc ly
she arrives; and il any one else should
come, I'm purucnlnly epgaged and can’t
The girl made s respecttul respors:,
while she inwardly wondered what the
nurse could be like for whom such punctil-

Her curiosity was distined to be whclly

servants that the visitor bad a particularly
pleasant voice, but that her fsce was hi -

Great Britaln’s Nuval Force 7s Eqnal to That

The naval forces ot Great Britamn are in
a far more ¢ff:tive and «ffi sient condition
than the Continental Powers believe, and
that never ia ber naval development has
England been stronger on the sess R -
cent torpedo boat accidents bave made

and their programme calls for the contin-

capable of exerting is equal today to thas

but much of this criticism as to its ¢ffi-

H:r Channel fl .t is a magpificent acgre
gation of fighiing force, conetantly kept at

‘I-told you wlnt I drenm Iast night," be | ses and ready for.any asssignment. The
‘I saw ber in that di¢sr—anly, they

ships are always in excell:nt c)ndition,
»nd reporte of weskneases and rottenness
are witbout the slightes semblance of truth,
Theee reports are circulated by the Naval
League, an orgamz:tion for the upbuild-
g of the Britisk navy, with branches
throughout the British Islands. It fact,
the Admiralty will often refuse to ¢ ffisislly
'eny statements of reported defec & in the
British navy. and rather encourages a feel-
ing of dcprecis:.un of its strength thsn
magnifying it.

‘Last year men were employed by the
Admiralty to walk the po pulous thorough-
fares of London with porters decrying tne
weakness of the B-itish navy an1 contsin
ing sta m ote of the terrible condition of
the ships aod ruin tbat would befall th:
nation it the navy was not strengthened.
I'be posters were designed to create publi
sentiment amosg the people for more
liberal appropriations and bad scme «fl ct

a torpedo bost or l.rge viesel, or any

sbip, in order to depreciste

year votes
delences.*

encrmous sums

MCA8 4" SLGHYAN TALKS,

Lust Seanou, .

Casstus Slosn, exp-ri jick y, globe
«irdler. bon vivsnt, is at present msking
I, -uisville his home.

Sloan has bseo riding in France and
Rssia this this year and returned to
America on O:i. 28, after winning 104
races out of 239 mounts. This record
eclipsed that of all the other jockeys who
were riding in  opposition to Sloan by
nearly 50 mounts. Joe Piggott, an
American jockey, was next in order with
69 wins to bis credit, with the English and
R & njockeys trailing along in a lower
dwvision.

S'osn was riding tor J:an de Resxke,
the celebrated Polish tenor sand nobleman,
=pd succeeded 1n wioning $90,000 during
the seasou on the Russain turf, which was
aesrly as much as C. W Whitney won on
the American turf.

Sloan probsbly msde of the most
success seasons any jockey in the world
ever rode, comsidering the material be
bad. He won the Russiasn Dorby at
Moscow, worth $17, 500; the Warsaw
Derby of Poland, & province of Russia,
worth $12, 000; and at both tracks the
inperial sfakes the same day the derbys
were won ;

For this feat tha Czir presented the
ii'tle American horsemsn with 8 watch
valued at $5000.

Sloan says that they have no bookmak-

ing in Rugsia, but everything is French
mutusls.  They play the mutuals like
they formerly did bere and one can buy
as many as he wants at ten roubles each or
$5in Awmerican money. The mu'uaj
mschines are numerous and can be played
In moat places as »ell as on the race
tracks.
‘l am under contract to ride for Da
R::zks pext sesson and expect to leave
| tor France apout Msr. 1 where 1 will
rile lance free for about a mon'h at Bt.
Cou’, Msison, L fitte and L>ogchamps
I'be Fiench tracks are great and every-
thing 18 conducted on the ¢q1are. Thoe St.
Cloud courscs, & new track just ontside of
Pnris is unaoubtedly vo- ot the greatest in
toe werld.

‘1 met my brother Tod when I came
tbrough Puris on my way home, and be
told me it was almost certsin he would
ride in Eogland next season and at any
event be would be doing business on all
the French courses. Tod is tied up now
in the automobile bus:sness and racing the
m-chines, which 1s quite a {ad now smong
the frog eating sports.

¢ The reciog in Ruesis does not begin
until the fizst of May, and you can see tiat
will give me a month in France to ride for
anybody who will offer the most francs.
The first Roseian m cting begins at War
saw about Msy 5 and th-y race there
un il June 15, and irom there they go to
Moscow, where thers is sn all-summer
ms eting
¢ The great meeting, though. of Russia
is at St. Putersburg, where they give s
midsummer meeti g with all lsrge stakes.
Tae Cz-r sttends this meeting with his
court snd gives tbe patronsge th: game is

epii'led to. Theotakes and purses compare
favoraoly with thoss given in che Eset.’

Tre Youtt’s L owpavion o 1908,
To condense in & parsgraph the ar-
nouncemsnt of THE Yourn's Companio

personnel is in the trained, disziplined men
afloat, who are being constantly incresced

The Naval League in its publi-ations
magoifics purposely any accident befalling

report of weakness developed in some fi e
the real
strength of the navy in the public mind.
Tbis policy works upen the t-elings of the
people, with the result thet Eoglard each
for her

The M«ted Jockey won $90.000 In Eurcpe

for 1902 is not easy. Not only will near—
Iy two bundred story writers contribute to
the psper, but many of the most eminent
of living statesmen, jurists, men of science
and of letters, scholars, ssilors, soldiers
and travellers, including three members of
the President’s Cabinet.

In a delightful series of articles on mili~
tary and naval topics the Secretsry of the
Navy will tell ‘How Jack Lives;? Julian
Ralph, the famour war correspondent, wil
describe ‘How Men Feel in Battls,” and
W inston Spencer Churchill, M. P., whose
dariog ee:spe from s Boer prison pen is
well remembered, will deecrine some ex-
periences ‘O. the Rperk of the Army.'

And this is but & beginning of the long
list. A complete annoucc-ment wrll be
sent to soy address frce. Tue publishers
also apnounce that every new sabscribe
who sends $1.75 tor (he 1902 volaume now
will rec-ive Il theissus for tue remaining
weeks 0t 1901 free f-om th- time of sube
scrip'ion ; also [HE CoMpANION Cslendar
for 1902—all in addition to the fitty two
issues ot Ik CoMpANION ‘or 1902

THE YOUTH'S COMPANION,
195 Columbus Avenue, Boston Mass.

I.:dlsn S8moke Kignwl -,

The traveller on the plains in the early
days soon | arned the significance ot the
spires of emoke that he sometimes saw
rising trom a distant ridge or bill, and
that in turn he might see answered Irom a
duff rent direction. It was the signal talk
of tbe Indians across miles of iutervening
grouud, a signal used ia rallying the war—
riors for sn attack, or warning them for &
retreat it that s em-d advisable. The
Star Monthly describes som - ot the sigonals
and their meaning :

Tae Indisn bad & way oi s ndiog up the
smoke in rings or puff., knowing that such
a smoke column would at once be noticed
and understood as a sigual, snd not teken
tor the emoke of some camp-fire. He made
the rings by cov.ring the little fire with
bis tlinket tor a moment and allowing the
smoke to ascend, when he iostantly cover-
ed the fire sgain. The column ot ascend-
ing smoke ringa said to every Indisn with
in thirty miles, ‘L ok out! Tuere is an
tnemy new! Thbree emokes built close
together maant dang:r  Oae smoke mere=
Ir meant attention. I'wo smok-s mesnt
‘C mp at this place,’ Travel the plains,
and the usefulness of this long-distacce
telephote will at once become apparent,

traveller saw ficry lines crossing the sky,
shooting up and falling, perhaps taking @
direction disgonsl to the lines of vision.
He might guess that these ware the signals
of the Indians, but unless he were an old-
timer be might not be able to interpret the
signsls. The old timer and the equaw
man knew that one fire a1row, au srrow
prepared by tresting the head of the shait
witb gunpowder and fine bark, meant the
same as the columns of smoke piff,—:An
‘| enemy is near." I'wo arrows meant Dan-
ger.' Three arrows said imperatively,
‘This danger is great.* Several arrows
said: ‘The enemy are too msny for ue.¢
Tous the untutored ravage could telephone
fairly well at night a- well ae in the day-
time.

The Power of & Smile,
Those readers who bave at some time
realized bow a smile from & triendly face
bas Lrightened s day will appreciste this
anecdote, told by the Nsw York Sun :
She was the most attractive, dirty little
creature one ever saw. She sat in a cross
seat on sn elevated rsilroac-rain, and
facing ber, farther along the car, sat two
besutifully dressed women. Evidently
they were much interested in the unusually
brigbt little foreigner, and smiled at ber.
Her egee and lips flashed inetant response,
and sn interchange of smiles and nods
took place which interested every passen-
ger in sight. Delight at the attention of
euch lovely creatures was exoressed in her
every glance.

Presently she seemad possessed with the
ides of giving more substenteil expression
to her pl e. Sher ged in & bae-
ket on her lap and brought forth two small
sggr svively pink objsits on long pins—
the little artificial roses often seen in the
bands of f1kirs. She put ber basket down
and hurried up to thh women and present-
ed to them these ornsments. She returned
to her seat radiant with joy. Tbe two
women beld up ttheir pocketbooks and
oslled her, but sbe shook ber besd. They
insisted and she went to them. When
she sgain sat down she bad two nickles in
ber dirty, crecked littls hnnd and her eyes
were dancing.

When the ladies pasred there was an
interchange of smiles, and the little girl
then told ber companion, with expresive
gestures and in broken English:

‘Ob, they ware be-yutiful, be-yutital,
an’ they waré my friendts I’

Sometimes at night the settler or the




