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“Christian”
jackery

Origin andei'story of the 'chns
tian Science” Mapia and Ex-
posure of the Methods.

Gross Absurdities of the So-Called
Faith Cure Laid Bare by a
‘Competent Critic.

in the March mumber of Blackwood’s
Ldinburgh Magazine appeared the fol-

owing slashing critique of a cult which

antil recently threatened to spread to a
Jdangerous extent, and which even in its
carliest ‘years could count
Ly the score. The ‘existence of beliefs
so gross and ridiculous in an age 80
well cducated, practical and inteliigent
is one of the inexplicable mysteries of
the human mind.

There: have been_ few e;ra_s”i‘l}‘;?yv:&ichh,,

superstition has ‘not found a congenial
<0i]l in the human mind. Unable or un-
willing to rest satisfied with the plain
teaching of religion, natural and reveal-
od, mankind has ever been prone to
e into extravagant and grotesque
b It would be hard to say whqther
superstition has flourished ‘more vigor-
wsly in ages of faith or.in ages of infi-
delity.
, believe much has made it easy to be-
lieve a little more.

pl
1

Jetvrmination * to: believe .nothing - has,
by a natural reaection, given place to a
readiness to accept anything., Certain it
i« that nmo amount of intellectnal ‘‘pro-
ews,’ no quantity of superior educa-

< most characteristic weakness.-
LEven the possession of a powerful
over-mastering intellect affords
1o trustworthy safeguard against: the
assaults of  credulity. It is mot alone
the untutored rustic who dreads the:in=
dissoluble and mysterious connection be-
tween omen and event, or the ighorant

«ervant gzirl who expects the cards to

forctell the ecomplexion of Hher ‘future
sweetheart. Buonaparte cherished many
sceret convicttons at which one can only
marvel. Mr., Parnell' shivered with ap-
prehension if the bed-chamber allotted
to bim in a hotel bore the fatal number
13. or if he noticed three candles burn-
ing simultaneously in the room. - Astro-
chiromancy, and kindred sciences
survived the middle ages, and for aught
we can tell many an anxious inguirer to-
day is busily engaged, -with the aid of
retort and crucible;, in guest” of the
philosopher’s stone, -or.in séeking to fix
the site of buried treasure by means of
a simple ~suffumigation. - People pay
meney to have their eharaeters teld from
their handwritting. No fanecy bazaar is
complete without its soothsayer or spae-
wite. This adept is, as a rule, more po-
lite and discreet than Cadwallader in
“Dgregrine ‘Pickle.” But for an adequate
fee he or. she is quite prepaved to fright-

‘u nervous clients into fits by predicting

ls imminent  or ‘remote. - In: private
e many ladies may be found to
Read Your Hand

with the perspicacity of  a Heyraddin
Mauvgrabin, or to counstruct your ephem-
eris with the judgment of a . Galeotti.
They will discourse to you fluemntly of
lines of life and health, of Jupiter, of
Mercury, and, above all, of Venus. If
Saturn appear combust, they will pull
a long face, and their alarm for your
future will know mno bounds if Mars
have more dignity than is rightly his in
the cusp of the twelfth houseyr As for
“sc1ying” in a erystal ‘globe, do we not
all know that Mr. T.ang finds therein
his chief diversion after golf #nd 'fish-
ing?

Many of these are, after all, compara-
tivdy respectable pastimes. Asgtrology,
forexample, is an ancient .and venerable
bremch of learnidg, well worthy of the
fev pages which the omniscient “Brifan-
nia” devotes to it. It boasts a digni-
fiel, impressive, and distinctive vo-
caoulary, from which the langunage of
evwryday life has not disdained' to ‘bor-
rov.  Besides, it has supplied the: ma-
teials or the framework for ,many an
«cellent  story. 'Who has not thrilled
a the ready wit of ‘Thrasyllus, who,
vhen on the point of being put to death
'y his employer . Tiberius, saved his
lacon by announcing the inexorable de-
ree of the constellations that the Em-
wror's death should take place exactly
lirve days after his own? Or who can
{orget by what ‘bold and happy stroke
: Walter adapted the striking 1nci-
to his own purposes in *“Quentin

ward?’ No; astrology may be re-
garded with an amused toleration, very
different from the feelings with  which
one contemplates some.more modern ec-
centricities of belief. The close of last
Gntury witnessed the growth of many
L more pestilent forms of intellec-

1l quackery than mere star-gazing or
fortune telling. - Sinee  then 'we have
to name no others, the system of
tual marriages expounded
1 thirty years ago by Mr.
Dixon, and the system = which
ittered the life of Laurence Oliphant.
! now the close of our own century
ronts us with a creed to which the
ssal impudence of its author has
ched the name of “Christian Sci-

mn
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®
\ though some little time ago Christian
“hee attained to rather more notoriety

N

1 its devotees probably cared about |

onnection with the untimely death

' rising literary man, it may be wen

" Iremise for the benefit of the reader
. like so many other nostrums, it
s from the land of wooden nutmegs.
i'st upon the world in the year 1870,

ts founder, or archpriestess, is.the

- Mary Baker G. Eddy, ‘“President
"he Massachusetts ' Metaphysical Col-

‘ures,” and now in its omé hundred
lird edition, is the text book of the

To understand and
Practise Christian Science
absolutely necessary to procure this

st because it is the voice of Truth
s age, and contains the whole of
“llan science, or the science of heal-
® through mind; second, beecause it
- the first published book ‘containing
statement of Christian ‘seience, gave

the first rulés for demonstrating this

its victims |

In the former, the disposition '

In the latter, the :

has hitherto sufliced to eradicate ,

to the |
Hep- |

~ A volume from Her pen, entitled |
e and Health, with Key to the |

R

‘sciefice, and - registered this  revealed
trath, . uncontaminated -vith human
hypothesis. Other aworks which have
borrowed from ‘this book without giv.ng
it credit have adulterated the science
(ps 453.) ,
‘Any theory of Christian Science,” we
are elsewhere informed,
“which departs from what has already
been stated, and proved to be true, af-
fords no foundation whereupon to es-
tablish: a genuine school of this science.
Also, 1f this new school claims to be
Christian science, and yet usdes another
author’s discoveries, ‘without giving that
i author proper <erédit, it inculates a
! breach of that divine commandment in
| the Hebrew decalogue, Thous shalt not
| steal” (p. 6.)
| Animal m¢ gnetism,
ifaith—healing are all wrong.
[ mo Christianly scientific t
1 281). Homoeopathy, it is true, is more
indulgently treated, for Christian "Sci-
ence is “the mext stately step beyond it”
(p. 50), a compliment which we hope
the homoeopathists will relish. But; up-
on the whole, it is plain that we are
here dealing with the real old origingl
rag-and-bone shop: - All others are spuri-
‘ous imitations. When you ask for
Christian Science see that you get it.
No connection with over-the-way, and if
the. quality of the goods at that estab-
lishment don’t please you, you are re-

spiritualism, and
‘They have

! spectfully invited te favor me with a
i call. b ? : }
tian Sdence, and . 'Mary Baker

Eddy posing in ho less a character than
that of a direct recipient of divine re-
velation, it is not surprising that the se-
clusion in which she lives should have
prompted her friends to inguire, Why
do you not make your self more widely
known? Her answer is replete with
modesty and self-respect. *
“Could her friends know how
time the author has had in which to
make herself outwardly known, except

through her laborious publications, and.

how much time and toil are still re-
yuired to establish the stately opera-
tions of Christian science, they would
understand why she is so secluded.
Others could not take her place, even if
; willing to do so.~ She hds therefore re-
mained unseen at her post, working for
the generatiohs.to -eome, inever looking
for a present reward” (p. 460),

' —except, of course, the ridiculously low
“sum of $3.18 per copy of the great work.
{t has always  been_  the delight of
‘“Maga” to: drag obscure merit into pub-
licity, and this Columbian sybil is very
~welcome to the glory, which will un-
doubtedly be reflected .upon her from the
following attempt to expound her utter-
ances.

i.*We say ‘“attempt’ -advisedly, for he
would indeed be a’'bold man who should
pretend to- grasp their 'meaning. and
gignificance. Compared with ¢hese or-
acular = pronouncements = Swedenborg is
the plainest of plain sailing, el
seems to err, if anything, on the side of
lucidity, and Miss Corelli’s patent sys-
tem of electrical demonology presen{s a
plausible appearance of intelligibility. If
you listen to the ravings of delirium,
you cannot help wondering whether you
are in full possession of your judgment.
If ‘you converse with a ‘madman, you
feal your own reason -begin to tetter.
Even so, you rise from thiis preposterous
performance dazed and wearied as from

tect ; i
A" Grain of Sense

Hn a7cartload of such rubbish, to trace

i & consecutive line of thought amid such

! a parade of ratiocination, leaves  the
brain in the state so aptly . likened. by
Mr. Macwheeble or Mr. Saddletree to
“a confused progress of titles.” Ner, her
matter apart, does the author’s style ov
language make much for perspicuity, To
aescribe them both as turgid is to-use
a wholly inadequate epithet; but it is
quite plain te see whence her inspiration
in this Wigard is derived.

“Leaning on the sustaining Infinite, to-
day is big with hlessings.” ‘“The time
for thinkers has come. .Truth, igdepen-
dent of doctrines and time-honored sys-
tems, knocks at the pertal of humgmity.”
“The looms of crime] hidden in thd dark
recesses of mortal }thought, are
hour weaving webs more compli
and subtle.” ‘“Mind and K matter
swift into the' vortex of immen8ity.
Howls the snblime, ind softly sleeps ghe
calm TIdeal,.in the whiSpering chambgrs
of Imagination.” \

We defy any one to distinguish between
the voice of Mrs. Eddy and the voice of
Miss Toppit and Miss Codger, the two
L.L.’s presented by the mother of the
modern Gracchi to Elijah Program,

Thére is one other réspeet in which we
are free to -confess ourselves handicap-
ped. in dealing with this subject. With
stupefying audacity, Mrs. Eddy - pro-
fesses to find the rudiments of her sys-
tem in the Bible, ‘-and more especially
in the life and teaching of the Founder
of Christianity. Himself.  Accordingly

¥ she has not scrupled, when she finds

such a course gonvenient O Necessary, : :
b T4 the fowls of the air,

which she frequently does, to  garnish
- her treatise with texts of Scripture, the
rtrue meaning of which she deliberately
wrests to suit her own ends. Into this
| department it is neediess to' say that we
i do not propose to follow her. It would
serve no good purpose. to shock the
reader by repeating her .arrant blas-
' phemies, even for the purpose of demorn-
i strating their absurdity.

Braced, then, to some extent by the
assurance that ‘no intellectual profici-
ency is requisite - in the learmer; but
sound: morals are most desirable” (Pref.
p. x), and at the same time sobered by
the reminder’ that a simple perusal of
the volume will mot enable one to.ab-
sorb its whole meaning—*‘it needs to: be
studied” (p. 40)—we proceed to grapple
with “the healing factor ' in..mind-sci-
ence,” to wit, the proposition . that
“Mind is All. and .matter = is maught.”
(p. 3). “Mind governs the body (though,
- of course, there is really no bedy) not
. partially but wholly” (p. 5). = “Matter
possesses neither sensation mnor. life’’ (p.
©2. “Matter is nothing but a. mortal il-
lusion wholly inadequate. to affect man
through its supposed organic action or
' existence” (p, 19). Elephants and mi-
crobes, we take it, are equally

Mere Figments of Imagination,

for “matter exists in human belief only,
and not in the -spiritual understanding
[ of Being” (p. 107). “Spirit and its for-
1 mations are the . only realities of Being.
| Matter disappears under the snicroscope
of Spirit” (p. 160), which certainly shows
what an odd kind of instrument the .mi-
croscope of Spirit- must  be; “We de-
fine matter as error because it g a false

.dlaim to. life, substance, <and - intelli--

gence’:p, '174). .“The theory that Spirit

ig-net.the only substance and .ereator is:

' pantheistic heterodoxy which ultimates
'

< of

principle” (p..

“little

a -nightmare. The honest effort to deyl

(si¢) ‘in sickness, sin,
153.) : g :
It follows clearly that error, sin, sick-
ness, disegge and death are all but ‘‘the
ifalse testimony of false material sense’
p. .2), nvhatever ‘‘material  sense’’ may
be, considering that “matter has no sen-
sation,” ‘and.that . “‘the human: mind is
aul that cam produce;pain) (p. 59) And
here, . the reader will observe, we' are
introduced toia third term—“mortal” or
“*human” mind—to serve as a buffer be-
tween Spirit. or . Mind:(with ‘a . capital),
which is'.everything, and matter, which
ds. nothing.. This “meortal mind” plays
the' very mischief; with everybody. Teo
it, as bad luck .will ‘have it, sickness:‘‘is
neither imaginary.nor unreal” (p. 457),
though Mind, strictly so-called, -knows
| well epough that disease is.a mere illu-
sion—*“a latent ecreation,” in fact, “‘of
mortal mind before the sensation appears
in matter,” though how the sensation is
to appear in matter when matter is ‘ex-
pressly said to be devoid of sensation,
is not at first sight apparent. Mortal
matter or body is, indeed, nothing ‘more
or less than “a: false conception of mor-
tal mind” (p. 70). In short, we don't
bdlieve there's no such person, It is
not, we are solemnly bidden to recol-
lect, the body but mortal mind which
reports food as undigested (p. 388), and
of course such ‘'a report must be pure
nonsense, for there is no sueh thing—or.
at any rate there ought to be no sucn’
thing—as food.. Moertal mind is ‘there-
i fore ‘‘a liar,” and never more so thau
«it-claims

control of what? is termed” the humai
mechanism- (ibid).- Yet these arrogant
pretensions seemk to ‘be not altogether
without wamn‘q “Phe valves of the

heart, opening afd closing for the pass-

age of ‘the ‘bloed, obey the mandate of
mortal mind @s directly as does the
hand” (p. 81) 'Nay, mortal mind
“forms all conditions of the mortal body,
and econtrols the stomach; bones, lungs,
| heart and blood as directly as the ‘voli-
tion “of: avill moves the hand” (p. 116).
 The great thing, however, seems to be
to get rid -of it (which ought to.be all
the easier that ‘it is meant to designate
something which has no real existence”),
and then Terewth will have fair play.
It will become obvious, we presume,
that ‘“blood, heart, lungs, brains, etc.,
hdve nothing to do with Life,” and are
pure v

Illusions of Material Sense.
‘“You say a boil is painful; but that is
impossible, for. matter without mind is
not painful. - The beil simply manifests
your belief "in pain, through inflamma-
tion and -swelling; and you: call this be-
lief a boil. Now administer mentally to
s your patient ‘. a, high attenuation . of
| truth on .this subject, and it will soon
cure the boil” (p. 47). Could anything
be more convineing? You call® in
-*‘mortal mind” .to account for the opera-
tions of a human body which has no
existence, and. you politely bow it. out
when it .ventures to .call cousins. with
Mind or Spirit, which is the only source
of true Being. ) N
i- - Yet, after’all, mortal mind is not so
much to blame, poor thing; for its mis-

takes and ‘illusions are largely, if not.

wholly, -due to the physical senses—those
“five personal falsities”—which are ‘‘the
aventbs /and . instruments of ~human
error’” (p, 190). And these same seénses
are. terrible fellows—utterly  untrust-
worthy -and unreliable.. " iy

rish to know .:the

. .discover: rblt

e it in-wceord with your ck :
“or utterly scontrary théreto” (p. 122);
‘“‘Science ;reverses the testimony of:the
physicial ' senses, and by this i reversal
mortals.arrive at the fundamental facts:
of being!’ (p: 14). - “Any conclusion pro
or conitieduced from supposed. sensation
in. matter, or imatter's supposed consci-
ousness (0f health or disease, instead of
reversing. the ‘testimony ‘of the physical
senses, confirm that testimony as legiti-
matenand so leads to disease’” (ibid).

The divine ‘prineiple of science ‘revers-
ing the testimony of the physical semses,
reveals man as harmaniolisly existent in
Truth, %vhich is the only basis of health;
and thus science demies error; heals the
sick, overthrows Tfalse  evidepnce, ‘and
refutes materialistie logie” ¥p. 14,) That
is to say, if the semses say ‘“‘Yes,” the:
“fundamental faet of. being” is ipso
facto ‘“No.” It is well to have a clear;
understangding on the peint, as well as te
be able :i,make -allowances for mortal

mind. wonder- it habitually - goes
astray! t,  cheer - up! A better time is
in storg, when Science—Christian 'Sci-
ence—is no ‘longer *“kep’ “out: of her
‘rights,” like the soi-disant = Sir Roger
Tichborne,

“The seasons ‘will come and go, with
changes of time and tide, cold and heat,
latitude and longitude.” © (It is notori-
ous how the latitude and longitude vary
with the time of year!) ‘The agricul-
turist will find these changes cannot af-
fect his crops in seed time or harvest.
The * mariner ‘wil] find himself having
dominion over the atmosphere and the
great deep, over the fish of the sea and
The astronomer
will no longer look up to the stars; bue
he will look out from them (all at oncer)
upon the universe; and the florist will
find ‘his flower before he beholds ' its

1 seed.”

It will be a big ‘day indeed for Covent

stances harvest will be a preliminary”
to ploughing and six-year-old mutton will
gradually matnre into New Zealand
lamb. Plays will begin with Aet V.,
and novels will end witn page 1: both
of-which arrangements will be highly

Convenient For the General Public.

Men will be born at the age of minety,
and be carried to the grave, full of years
uqd honor, in infancy. Consequences
will inevitably be followed by their ante-
cedents, and. effects/will infallibly pro-
duce their own causes. We shall have
entered with Alice into the region pe-
hind the. looking-glass, and shall live
there happily ever after.
Inconceivability, then; is one of tue
tests of truth, though in a sense vastly
different from.that in which the doc-
trine bas hitherto been received. If a
sentence will be obliging enough to read
backwards, the battle is more than half
won already. ‘“The metaphysies of
Christian scienee, like the rules of ma-
thematics, prove the truth by inversion.
For example: there is no pain in Truth,
and mno.truth - .in pain; no matter in
Mind, and no mind in matter; no nerves
in Intelligence, and no .intelligence in
nerves; no matter in Life, and no life
in. matter; no.matter in Gobd, _and no
good in matter” (p. 7.) We take leave
to add one other illustrgtion: Black is
White; the converse of whiech is, to say
the least of it, as true as the proposi-
tion itself. .But, in'_the long run, the
Ltest to which Mrs, Bddy appeals is

q X
!

e s ey
and “death” (p.

;given disease is.a. disease, not of the

| are mere illusions, and do not really ex-

%ifﬁai ¥ st

stimony:, be it pro or con—. | 42
preconcep

Garden, . In that happy state of circum-:

iece cute of «ﬁi’i?:l;—‘ﬁ"t‘ge‘
addptation’ of truta ito-the treattent of:
disease”—or, in other ‘iords, “‘meta
physical healing” (p. 1). .

In support of her pretemsions as.an ef-
fective healer; Mrs. Kddy, although sie
has “never believed in receiving :cértifi
cates . or. presenting (testimomials . of
cures’”’ (p. 86),4s neverthelss kind enough
to favor us.with a few :such certificates
or festimonials.  As might have.cbeen
anticipated, -they have all the trie death-
cured-in-six-doses riug.about them, and
differ materially neither in.tone nor suh.'
stance: from the tribntes:paid by grate-
fal raleay guards. or-old, wives to ‘thé
‘overeign. - virtues of Glanders’s. Blue
Boluses fpr . Bilious  Bounders, .or any
other .propriatary remedy. . Far ‘be it
from us to chalienge the good. faith of
such evidenee. We have no means or
-opportunity of sifting . it, ‘and . indeed
have no _desire to do so. It might be
pointed opt as a singular feature.that
the cures, instead,of being, absolutely in-
stantaneous, seem {0 require two -or
three days for completion. . But we are
perfectly willing to take for granted the
correctness of any number . of. similar.
“yarns” which any Christian Science
quack may choose to spin; and we pro-
ceed to ask, What, on M#ps, Eddy’s own
principles, do such stories prove?

Observe her chain of reasoning. - Any

1
{
{
i
|
)
\

} W ol 3
attend a patient,. and from his. physical
appearance she thas mo difficulty in in-
ferring that he Afis measles in his mind.
She applies. a; high attenuation of truth.
The rash disappélirs; the nose desists
from running; the eyes cease to water;
the patient gets and goes about his
ordinary occupations. ‘Mrs. Eddy infers
that ; A
His Mind is Cured ,
of measles; and she draws that inference
once more from the symptoms presented
by ; his bedy. - But her only .source ot
information as to those syniptoms is her
physicial: * senses—'“the  five . personal
falsities”whose evidence is radically
erroneous, ‘and- whose testimony it is the
business of science to 'reverse. When
Mrs.  Eddy, accordingly, sees that the '

| physical Symptoms of, measles have dis-

appeared, she is bound in consistency
to infer .that the mind is more measly °
than ever. When, on the contrary, the
symptoms become more marked and
alarming, she is bound to infer that the
mind is: convalescent. : She ecannot be
allowed to appropate and reprobate; and
thus, if her record of stuccessful ecures
proves anything, it demonstrates that
the patients were truly in much worse

‘caSe¢ after her tréatment than fhey had’‘fyle the correct view taken by the pa-'

beenbefore: It is all, to Dbe sure, the
most imbecjle nonsense; but if you pro-
fess to go in for logic and for scientific
deduction: or induction, you must abide

by ‘the rules of the gime, and not play
‘fast and loose with your fundamental -,

propositions. i S Rty v}
It is only fair to say that Mrs. Eddy !

mal_ies ay; considerable - parade of the

ethical side of her teaching, and lashes .

sin and vjee with great heartiness; which ‘been ;.ihfgnt’i_b_ndlly taken,

seéems rather a waste of time, inasmuch
ag sin and viee, on Mrs. Eddy’s showing,

s have
= ‘ "

be,- it js satisfactory to-note that ‘‘Chris-
tian /Science pre-eminently promotes af- |
efion and. virtue  in families, and

therefore in the community’ (p, 283). We

cannot honestly Say that the precepts of
ChristianSeience in this aspect are of a
highly novel or original character, Un-
selfishness, temperance,  meekpess,
charity and the like have been_inculeat-
ed by most moralists with remarkable
unanimity “since the beginning of _the
Christian.-dispefisation, and. even before
it; and we have failed to discover that

PRGNS T
zﬁampagne,
the thought governed his lability.. .
“When the  first sysmptoms of dis-
ease appear, dispute the testimony of
the senses by divine stience. Let your
higher ‘sense ‘of justice destroy the false
process of mprtal 'belief, ~ which ‘you!
name Taw; and then you will not be con-
fined to a sick room, or laid Wpon a bed
of ' suffering, --in ‘paymeént - of the last
} farthing, the last pendlty demaanded by
i'belief. . :
i or sickness to grow upon the thought.
Dismiss it ‘with an . abiding convietion:
that its claims are illegitimate” (p. 389).
“Meet the incipient stages ‘of disease
with such powerful eloquence as a legls-
! lator ‘would employ to defeat the pass-
: age of an:inhuman law’’ (ibid).
; The ‘next time we feel a cold coming on,
i we -shall .cermtainly employ the . most
| Powerful argtmients at our. 'commani
: against it; but we shall reserve to our-
i selvgs the right to have recourse to the
“old-fashioned -remedy . of .a little hot

i

iwlu':s__ky-toddy at bedtime, the last few
i tomblers. to be drunk in bed. It makes
, no difference : whether  a ‘disease- be
i-functional or organic. Christian Sci-
i ence. will cure every single one.. “T.et
i-"em. -all come—all, ‘that is to .say, ex-
{ cepting one; for we are assured on .the
j authority of an enthmsiastic devotee that
: Christian Science has hitherto
failed to. relieve corns!

The directions given for the

‘Applieation ‘of Mind-Science

(0. :
they fail, Yyou ;

sickness mentally jB#8 a5’ you would vin,
exceptthat yon m lot, tell the patiunt
he is sick, or give nanes to diseases; fer
such a course increases fear, the founia-
tion- of disease, and impresses ' ‘aore
deeply the wrong mind-picture” (p. 430),

This is analogous to the course wiich’

‘the hunted ostrich has proverbially fci-
lowed time’ out of mind with wit. i#dif-

ferent success. You are allowed, Wow-.
ever, to call the disease by name ment--

ally ‘and silently; for then, as ‘a geasval

rule, “the body will Tespond more ‘quick-,
Iy” (p. 409). This brings ns. into fouch’

with - Mumboe-Jumbo. Tt would be bad
enough if a man’s health depended up-
on_ his own  ‘belief, But it is.a great

deal worse that it should ‘depend upon.

the belief. of several millions of ‘peo-
ple. besides.
apparently, wholly at the mercy of their.

parents and guardians. If you give chil-.

dren nredicine, and are on the alert for

their becoming: ' ill, yon will “coavey .

mental images to children’s bodies, and
often stamp them there” (p. 411). It is
thus that so-calléd hereditary disease is
transmitted from father  to son; it is
thus that infection is spread. The gen-:
eral opinion of mankind is bound to over-

tient “himself. . Drugs, as we have al-
ready seen, derive their efficacy from the
faith of the person who provides. or
administers them. And so it is with
poisons.. “If a dose of poison is swal-
Towed through mistake and the patient
dies, even ‘though physician and .patient
are expecting fayorable results, does be-

Het, .you _ask, cause this_ death? Even

80, and as, divectly as if the poison had
: In such chses
a_few persons believe the. potion: swal-
lowed. by the patieat to be harmless, but
the vast ‘mdjority of mankind, though
they know nothing. of this -particylar

* & ‘I, by o i
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set down &s ‘@ poison by mortal .mind.
The "eonsequence is that the result is
controlled by the majority of opinions
outside, not by the infinitesimal _min-
ority of opinions in the sick chamber’
(. 70). THis“s the ‘tyranny of tHe ma-
Jority”. with'®a -vengeance. = Tt is, then,
no mere idle. fancy that a man -can sati-
ate hi¢ vengeance by merely wishing evil
to his enemy. Was theré ever .super-
stition so’childish, so enervating, so des-
picable? #The wretched crones who used’
to .earn .4 livelihood by sticking -pins in-

Christian‘.zscie'nce suggests a single new .to wax dplls, in.order to grgtify:-the spite
motive for ‘putting the wvirtues which it of their Mlients against enefnies ox rivals,
recommends into practice. . We strongly .were -mubh- ‘less ridiculods® than your
suspect,” however, “that the .real attrac- Ckristiam Scientist. d

tion of . Eddy’s postrum lies in the : . Such:omitting, as we ‘hiive indicated.
practical artment” as Hustrated in - much grdss blasphemy; ang & vast deal
“metaphysieial healing.” It is not so .of jargon about  discord ‘Being “the mo-
much thatithis branch holds outinduce- thingness of error, ‘and rmony the
ments of '§ pecuniary patdre. It may _somethingneés of truth—s is"the sys-
be ‘the -caSe that' business - men 'have tem put ferward - .

found ‘that\Christian “Seignce’ “ennances
their physicial and mental powers. ew- .
‘arges their * perception ' of characte:,
gives .them acuteness and * ‘comprehen-
siveness, and an ability to exceed their
ordinary buwsiness capacity” (p, 21), And
yet that may mot draw many business
men into Mrs. Eddy’s net. The crucial

.point is that in

The Healing De_par.f‘rge.nt <

what may compendiously be casted ‘the
Mumbo-Jumbo “element. e¢omes ints full

play; and without a strong ' infusion of

Mumbo-Jumbo = no system of quackery
can hope to make a popular hit,
Disease, let us once more -rémind our
readers, is," aecording to OhristianSci-
ence, an affeetion of the mind and not
of the body. Drugs, being material; can
have no effect upon the mind. Such ef--
ficacy as they may possess is entirely
due to the faith with which the chemist,
the botanist, the druggist, the doctor
and the nurse equip them (p. 48). Atten-
tion to what are ‘pepularly termed the
laws of health is as mischievous as the
use of drugs; and tubbing appears to
be worst of all in its demoralising’ ten-
dencies (p. 414). “Drugs, cataplasms and
whisky are stupid substitutes'-for the
dignity and potency of divine mind and
its power to heal” (p. 51). If a pre-
scription appears to'have one effect upon
one man and another upon another, the
reason is to be found in the different
wental states of the patients (p. 42.)
“Chills and heat are often the form in
which fever manifests itself. Change
tt.xe mental state; and chills and fever
disappear” (p.>374). “If the body 1s
material, it cannot, for ‘that very rea:
son, s.utfer with ‘a fever. Because the
body is mental, and governed by mortal
mind” (which is elsewhere, by-the-bye,
'defined as ‘“only a false sense of mat-
ter”), “it manifests only - what that
mim_l impresses upon it. Therefore the
efficient remedy  is to destroy the pa-
tient’s unfortunate deliet, by both silent-
ly and audibly arguing the opposite facts
in rgga:d to harmonious being—repre-
senting man as healthful instead of dis-
eased, and showing that it iy impossible
for matter to -suffer, to feel pain or heat,
to be thirsty or sick” (p. 376). “If your
patient believes in taking cbld, mentally.
convince him that ‘matter eannot take
cofd, and that thought governs this lia-
bility”. (ibid.) ¢
‘We have known people who  believed
that they could mot get intoxicated on’

For Regenerating Mankind,
and the one atom of fact off wlzich the
whole of this elaborate superstructure
is raised ‘seems to be the familiar
enough phengmenon that on the dentist’s
doorstep the toothache is apt to disap-
pedr! We owe an apology to our readers
for even affecting to treat such a tissue
of nonsense seriously. “Our excuse must
be that ‘human Tfolly, even in its mgst
egregions fdrms, may be imstructive by
way of warning, and that this precious
creed has mot only a considerable fol-
lowing' in the United States, but has be-
gun to make converts in “‘smart” society
in_this ecodntry. Ladies of fashion, -
whose time hangs heavy on their hands,
and to whom the sublime truths. of
Christianity are mere foolishness, appar-
ently find something to satisfy and to
console in the crude -and transparent
scheme of imposture which we have en-
deavored to expose.: Nor, so long as their

purses can stand the strain,. are they

likely to.' be neglected © by those who
#run” the Christian Science business for
their own livelihood. : There  are few
mere: lucrative occupations, we take it,
for women than that of a ‘“‘metaphysi-
cal ‘healer.” The fees are .good, and
there are . no bad debts, for prepayment
is: imparative, Money, to be sure, has
no real existence, and; what money can
buy is an illusion induced ‘by the physi-
cal senses. Yet the apostles of that high-
toned doctrine seem . to hug the dear
error  with astonishing fidelity, remem-
bering, doubtless, that in order to quali-
fy for their office the fees paid to the
high priestess were not of the lowest,
Christian: Science, . like . all. other sys-
tems -f guackery, will produce . much
misery within .the sphere which it in-
fluences.
breasts of those :who have been. visited
by Providence with incurable disease. It
will ‘cause dissension and - bitter strife
in families, as it has already done; for
the dietates of conjugal or filial duty
and the inclinations of pious affeetion
must yield precedence to the behests of
Mrs. Mary Baker G. Eddy and  her
sctellites, But there is little fear, we
think, of«the sphere of its. influence en-
larging;. It is.essentially a creed for the
idle, the half-educated, -and the vain. It
is; not a religion. that will stand. we-~r
and tear. .1t is. meant for fair weather,
not for fonl, § first blasgt of sickness,
,calam;ét‘y, or | affli _ti‘on,owil item- 'iti th-
stries to Ratters. . On’ this, point, at,
aplr;j events, we ‘are quite (prepared t0
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Suffer no belief of sin:

totally:

| States were

Children, for example, a-e.

helieve the | 4

sonous, ‘for it has heen |

It will raise false hopes in the.

640,000,000 eggs.

“trust the pedple.” "This is ‘not the'sort
of “dampnabil opunyeon,” as the Scots
Acts have it, that one is likely to turn
ta one’s own personal nse.' It may be
very easy and very, edifying to try to
persuade one’s neighbor thit pgimis a
delugion, or ‘that he: can_move his .arm
rather better without Jnuscles, t%sq‘ Wwith
them. "But ‘Wwe shall be sufprised if the
first bout of foothache, ., or earache, or
stomachache ‘in his own person does not

‘send the meophyte .post-haste to a guali-
Without ‘intending to

fied practitiomer.
boast, we believe we. : éould make a
Christian Scientist squeak, and the first
squeak gives. his. whole .case away. He
was.a shrewd and sagacious . dental
surgeon who  remarked the .other /day,
“Find me the Christisin Scientist’s tooth,
and I;li find you the Christian Scientist’s
nerve!” s
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PUT THEIR CASH IN DIAMONDS.

Big Demand for Brilliants Hag. Come
With the Return of Pros'pe_rity,

¥ v o

Unprecedented lust for  diamonds
seems to have been generated in the
United States by the wave of prosperity
which is now sweeping over the country,
says the New York Press. At all events,
New York diamond dealers unite in re-
porting a ‘much heavier demand for the
beautiful white stones at this time than
ever betorg, and a compilation made for
the Sunday Press by Wilbur F, Wake-
man, appraiseg‘_ of this port, bears them
o

alned &

’ ? i REANOG AL 4$1_) 9396-451
against Similaf importations of the value
of $481,007.78 in the month of March,
957.76 in the month ' of

! : . The figures 'regarding
diamonds infthe . rough are quite as

striking, thefimportations this year for
March bein '$516,613.67, .against $239,-
808.35 in 1898, and $68,202.80 in 1897.
1 The first quarter’s returns for each of
the three pears of  .all grades of dia-
monds, cut and, uncut, show that in the
Afirst three months.of 1897, the diamond
importations amounted .to. only $514,-
207.70. In 1898 they increased. for the
quarter. to  $2,886,303. = This year the
total importations for ‘the first guarter

were. $4,202,308.30, =

The. chief causes for America’s | in-
creased, extravagance in diamonds,, are
found, in.the change from the Wilson to
the: Dingley. tariff and the , vastly. in-
creased. general prosperity. of. the. people.
;Diamond .dealers. are close. students of
commercial gonditions, and they are say-
ing that business s going ta.be better

in all -lines, that-profits are going to be .

greater,. and that there will,. therefore,
dbe a greater available. eash .surplus in
hand during this year than-the-comntry
has ever: known before. Investment of
a good portion of thiy swrplus du.dia-
monds seems to the dealers: imevitable,
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COFFEE DRINKING.
e
Its Advocates Say Many Good Things

o Lo

£ of the_H‘abit.‘ ity ‘.}'
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About once.in so often the question
of « coffee drinking being ~injurious:  is
agitated : for awhile, then the agitation
‘subsides_and people go on ‘drinking 1t.
According to the best authorities coffee
taken im_moderation is not only harm-
less, but highly bendficial. Its value as

A stimulant has always been yoa;gni?ed,

and, the. fact that it is so
reason, ~would go. far to” pfove 'that it
has a powerful influence on the nervous
system:. . The  aectiom imparted. to, the
nerves, however, is natural and healthy,
and habitual coffee drinkers ‘generally
enjoy good health and live to good ole
age.

For brain. workers.its value cannot be
overestimated, It has been called  the
“memtal beverage,” and, iunlike alcohol,
the gentle exhilaration. it produces is not
followed by .any harmful reaction. It
causes eontentment of mind, allays hun-
d bodily weakness, and increases

B .and ;physical achivity it causes
fhe . fondness for .3t} b_l(; D
yn by so many .son 48ts,

that

It iy sai {
pier.and. mpre . contented than th
abstain from its wuse, and drink .a like
quantity of tea. Taken in moderatiomn,
coffee aids digestion, and, to those not o
the habit of using it, it is. oftem a valu-
able tetnporary remedy for paroxysmal

ose who

headaches, the peculiar headache of
Bright's disease and that produced by
defects in the eye., The fashionable af-
ter-dinmer = ocoffee not. only enables the
stomach .to -perform its funetion with
comparative ease, put relieves that sense
of oppression so often experienced after
a _hearty meal, .

It is not gemerally known that coffee is
often a valuable temporary remedy. In
certain prostrating diseases it is.also of
great value, It sustains thie system, and
one doctor has said that a cup of good
coffee_contains as much nutriment as the
same quantity . of soap. . The nutritive
proparties of coffse hava been the sub-
joct of  considerable dispute. but. it is
now quite generaly racognized that cof-
fee contains ‘essential properties of nutri-
tion far exceeding ifs exhilarating pro-
perties. Tt emables those who use it to
reriain a long time without food, as sol-
diera are often. obliged to do in time of
war. It also decreases the sensibility
to physical discomforts.

AN EVEN BEXCOHANGE.

O

A good Irish story will bear considerable
tetelling., . Such, evidently, is the. view of
the Cornhill Magazine, from which the fol-
lowing example is taken:

Chlef Baron O’Grady. was oneé. trying a
case in an assize town where the court
house abutted on the green. A fair was
in progress, and just outside the court a
number of asses Were  fethered. As the
counsel wasg addressing the Rourt one of
these began .to bray.

Instantly - the chief baron ;stopped  the
speaker.  “Wait. a moment, Mr. Busche,”’
he said; ‘I can’t hear two at once.”

The court.roared, and the advocate grew
red.. . But .presently when it came to sum-
ming up, the jndge was:in full swing when
another ass struck in, whether by the coun-,
sel’'s contrivance or not, who. shall, say?
Anyhow, up jumped Mr. Bushe, with h's
hand to his ear, and sald: 3
% “Would your lordship speak a little, loud-
¢1? Thers ia such .an echo in the .court.’”

(Ireland” @nnually to  England
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