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JULES LAVENNE FREE

A Capitalist Judge Decides that the Hottest Socialist
of Springhill is a Meek and Humble Wage Slave

(By Roseoe A. Fillmore our Special Correspondant on the seene.)
EEEERRTRERRRRR R R EReE R

FTER the issue of the in- ]me sleok, well fod mastars when they
junction against picket-
ing, the whole nineteen
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D clutches by leaving the country to| JUDGE DRYSDALE'S DECISION

irode or walked on the street. Mean-|
time the masters rioted and revelled |

'COWANSVILLE, P.Q, CANADA, JULY 14, 1910

escape committal. They had un-| “This application is to commit the
doubtedly !ux'ned through spies on | defendant for a wilful violation of the
;I:;umde :f U ut.ow- Cﬂl”}!l:t :; order of the court made herein on'the
been adyised to go on a visit and 1114th day of May, 1910.

they were determined to prevent it.!| The nfost sel)'ious charge against
Hence their watch dogs ever on our | the deféndant is that sinee the service
trail. of the order a body of strikers large

At about 11 a. m. we entered the|in numb?rs assemble and paet the
esurtroom. M:. O'Connor read the | company’s workmen on their way to
affidavits of Comrade Lavenne, Mrs. |and from work—a distinctly illegal
{Lavenneé and Chevalier and asked proceeding—and that defendant has
that the application be dismissed as'taken part in such assemblies. By his

Admits That Socialism is Good, but for- Him

ALIST POLITICIAN
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A CAPIT

His

ical Ambittons are Better

(By Roseos A. Fillmore ou r Speeial’ Correspondent.)
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N June ‘30th, acting under in-
structions from Cotton’s Weekly

as much a produet of conditions
are the Workers.

;o5

men enjoined kept right
on picketing. Eighteen of
them were unmolested.
But Jules Lavenne was
singled out oa account
of his revolutionary activity for legal
persecution. The company b-ruu;rht
all its powers to bear upon him to
ensure his conviction. When Ryan, a
company thug, who by the way is
known as “‘Buck”” Ryan and is so no-
torious a character that he was sum-
marily dismissed from the Halifax
police foree for running a number of
girls, served the writ upon Lavenne,
it was charged by the company that
Lavenne made threatening remarks.
Ryan and his companion MecLennan
# also a thug, both swore to this. Mrs.
Lavenne, and one Chevalier, both
deny this emphatically in their affi-
davits.

A score or more affidavits were
produced by the plaintiff company all
making wild charges of intimidation,
abusive language, etec., against men
many of whom have not taken part
even in picketing. Several who are
sknown as the most peaceable of men
have been charged with breaking.car
windows with stones and other‘riot-
ous” aects. . When their alleged ex-
ploits are mentioned to persons who
know them - they are laughed at as
being too absurd to consider serious
ly. :

Yet these Company police,
imported for the purpose of pr-»tec't:
ing and upholding vlaw and order
have solemnly sworn to these allega-
tions. And “his lordship” solemnly
shot off his noble face ‘time after
time upon the horrible depravity of
men who would interfere with the
“rights’” of others to exercise their
“right” to work when they please.

As I sat in the court room where
sit the honorable gentlemen who eom-
pose the Supreme Court of the prov-
inee of Nova Scotia and its hangers
on, I cast my = mind back-inte the
mists of the ages. I saw in my
mind’s eye another court and another
gathering of would be wisé acres. A
beautiful place stood, its gleaming
marbles and fountains sparkling in
silver and gold in the rays of the
sun. Within was the most marvelous

men

in art, literature, debauchery all un-
mindful of the Deluge that was fast
approaching.

A fusilade of shots is heard. The
masters tremble—they flee. A few
months and the heads of a king and
queen and the aristocracy of a na-
tion have fallen in the basket. The
Deluge has come—the seats of the

pressed elass, all unmindful of the

they were.soon re-enslaved but for

mighty have been overturned. An op-

learned ‘prating of their masters and
their satellities, has arisen. True—

the company had failed to establishf
its case. In the course of his re-|
marks Mr. O’Connor said “your lord- !
ship knows that the Company police
at Springhill are not to be depended
upon. Their affidavits are useless as
they—the police—are made up of the
refuse of the police forces of our cit-
ies. Your lordship knows some .of
them—that they are notoriously bad
charaeters and that their presence in |
a plaee, far from being a safeguard
to life and liberty, is a menace to
all good eitizens.”

affidavit the defendant denies that he
was one of the number forming such
assemblies. I did not regard his de-
nial in his first affidavit as a specific
denial that he formed one of the sys-
tematic parades, but hby.a supple-
mentary affidavit which I gave him
leave to file, he has definitely denied

that since the service of the order
the
‘streets in company withFothers in
demonstration against the free exer-

upon him he has  been upon

cise of such men’s rights.

I interviewed Mr. Edgar N. Rhodes
M. P, of Amherst relative to the
strike situation at Springhill and the
recent issuance of injunctions against
a number of strikers. Comrade Al-
bert Collins introduced me to Mr.
Rhodes who treated me very courte-
ously and talked freely upon Soecial-
{ism and labor matters in general.

| Regarding =~ the injunctions Mr
Rhodes said he was only very slight-
ly aequainted with Cowans of the
Cumberland  Railway & Coal Com-
{ pany and had not met him for sever-

that the movement that is on
today for so-called reforms was mere-
Iy the result of revolutiomary activ= &
ity on the part of the masses, and
that the more revolutionary the
bor movement became the more of
these things they might wring ﬁ-"
the masters. These things would be

thrown at them to appease and allay
their thirst for the whole. Coming
from a Conservative politician it is 8
good

the time they had gained their ends
—the destruction of a part, at least, |
of their énemies. |

And so as I sat in the court I
thought of these things—facts of
history, 1 saw learned gentlemen |
prating as did their forl?ars of feu-|
dal days of law and order. And I|
thought of my Comrades—millions of
them in mine and mill and factory—
at the forge, on the sHips—in"short |
everywhere that toilers are exploited |
by masters, who are rapidly digging |
the grave of fhe system that is re-|
sponsible for their misery. But ;hese!

sters of ours, these modern slave-|
?;;Ters know what is coming and
they are consciously  plotting and
scheming to postpone the coming of
the end. To this end they keep up |
their eourts and armies, navies and |
police. To this end they stroke our!
fur the right way on oceasi¢gn: But |
beneath the seeming soft glove is the |
mailed hand=the hand of steel.

I am digressing, On June 16th a
hearing was given the Lavenne case
but as the decision as to the con-
tinuation of the injunction had not
been rendered the ease was postponed
until June 24th.

On the 24th I repaired to Halifax
with Comrade Lavenne. We left|
Springhill at 5.15 p. m. and went to
Truro, arriving there at 8.30. Here
we were furnished with proof that |
the Company has a long arc as we |
discovered that their spies were dog—:

|

i

!

Mr. Mellish for the' Company de-|
manded that Lavenne be placed upon
the stand for eross-examination. This
Mr. O'Connor opposed on the ground
that ke had eome into court utterly
unprepared for anything of the kind
and his eause would be unfairly pre-
judiced by such a proceeding. If
however, the judge was disposed to
grant the demand of Mr. Mellish he
in his turn would demand that the
Company’s witnesses be placed upon |
the stand for the same purpose and
that the case be postponed to some
future day in order that all witness-
es might be brought into court. After
eonsiderable wrangling between the
opposing lawyers the . judge decided
that it-would be unfair to place La-
venne under eross-examination with-
out notice and postponed his decis-
ion in the case until 2.p. m. Mean-
time he announced that he Would
consider the applications of the two
attorneys for the postponement of
the ecase in order that witnesses
might be produced and decide in the
afternoon.

¢ this change of front ? Why
icitude on-the part of a capi-

rother respeets whieh may be consid-

lact

! am disposed to accept his oath in {al years. He therefore thought he
this respeet, as amo.ng.a large num-:muld not influence him but might do
ber of men gngag};d in xll_;glalt:em«;n-:;o through his attorneys with whom
on it is quite possible the de- pe was very well acquainted. He
;»ur.uuu_in the applicatijz\n may h;‘"eithough{ that the qun:hing of the
‘d '[mx?lg:k("r:] xln their  efforts to7 Lavenne contempt case settled the
identify “individuals. | eontempt proceedings anyhow.
tr;t!x;n_k 1thf a‘}_l'dalﬂﬁ f:).' fthedﬂaxp-; Upon being asked regarding the
Lls “diselose  violations of order M| L. gituation Mr. Rhodes said he|

N 2 | considered the Springhill strikers a
ered technieal, and as to which I am| very. fine_body of workerse They had:

disposed to thr.nk the deferdant Sllvamv'd how to work and strike in|
were not wilful. i

£ ek Yicati .. |unison and that was a véry import-!
_L refuse-tae-application to commut| ., 1.;5on The strikers should dis-
him to jail. There will be no costs !

ith £ th lieation.” courage violence as that was just
PO EENCE PALEY O N AR [whzu the company wished for. If
Note the reference to the possibil-

. 4 > rioting were indulged in it would pro-
ity ne v's wi SEGE i == 1 - '
e of !,} Compan: Wilnpsges _bo— vide an excuse for the calling in of

ing mistaken. This point " is im-| i

i
portant as it explains lhoro“gm»"ilriz[:,a it
th'; reason that, after e\'f\r_\'!hmz growth Mr. Rhod
pointed towards the committal o
Lavenne to jail, he was finally dis-|
missed. s

Looked at from the standpoint of
our Comrade Lavenne as an individu- |
al, the dismissal of the case was

Socialism  and its
informed me that
he believed in the ultimate vietory of
Soeialism but could not say that he
was in sympathy with the revolution-
ary methods employed by many. Evo-
lution would bring about the end de-
ks, B th dsma o he c 1 Comion e ok 7t i
\::m\(-d as an I.ncxd.ent in the zrmlis.)ciali:l administration would sure-
fight for emanecipation of the work-| And b¥\wolind up by say-

L {1y obtain.
iers is merely a postponement—a truce ing—"“1 hope you and I will live to

judge in behalf of a working- for the [hnk % :kmg]', Ti:e hfm “"Ih see thé Socialist staté realized al-
=y | come on heavier and hott 1 ever |- .
1 ? The reason, dear reader, will i'm;h rl " “l' l‘“ H :\I" ttmr P‘_' though I am somewhat *doubtful
: 1 the near future. Meantime the S g
become apparent as the tale unfolds. | o z eantime the | oy ther it will develop so Tast.” He

The affidavits of
thugs were,
deeaments.
from tntimidation to-attempt of mur-
der

the Company
to say the least, strange

They charged everything |

against many who have nevér | !

| Springhill Comrades are going right
{ahead with the * fight. They are be-
|eoming “red”’ and are beginning to |
junderstand that which ever way the |
the result |

ed out that the capitalist s just
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| strike ‘'may go—whatever

‘regulations he informed ‘'me that he

first he had been inclined

Mr. Hastins

ging us and watching our every move. |

|in individual cases—there is only one |

Twice enquiries werg made for us at been kf’?“'" to take part in any d"’_’"{
the hotel by theif spies and finally |onstrations. They glibly’ gave the

before we retired for the night !he!namvs of those participating in such |

way to_fight eapital :ucca;Jull_\'—b_v!
the intelligent use .of the baliot.
- —— e CE—
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(By Roseoe A. Fillmore our Special Correspondent.)

proprietor came i6 our room with |
one of them and asked that we wak-

display of beauty and elegance that
the world at that time could muster.
Sparkling gems, sweet smelling foun-
tains abounded. Here were thousands
of dollars in gleaming jewels, silks

and satins wrung from the blood and

sweat-of the toiling millions of peas-
ants upon whose back was built this
structure. Here

generals whose breasts gleamed with
medals and orders won as profession-
al butchers of these same peasants.
All was gaiety and lively movement,
no thought of death and destruetion
of the “rights” that they had for
centuries enjoyed. Here were the

voung king Louis and his consort, |

beautiful as a goddess and good too
as men and women were judged by
feudal standards.

Courts of law there were too where
numberless learned gentlemen, whose
capacious stomachs bore testimony
to the amount of good food stored
therein upon every-oeeasion possible,
chewed the fat solemnly and i
interests of

ing and interpreting laws to keep the
swine, the toilers, in subjection. And

were fops and
beauties, literatteurs and men and,
women of fashion, grave pot-bellied

- | watching us until we arrived in Hal-

en him in time to catch the 6 a. m. |
train for Halifax. While Lavenne and |
the proprietor talked our man hunter
was secretly peeping through the
erack of the door to get a glimpse of
the writer. At 4.45 we rose and pre-
pared to go. When ready to leave we |
‘shook up our. friend the spy :md{
then went out to have a look over
town. We soon. discovered him fol-
lowing us and quickly turned on him
and compelled him to tell us a few
lies relative to his name, business,
| home, ete. He 1i¥ glibly and well.
| After making him look rather uncom- |
'fortable we walked to |
'still followed by the dog, and baught
' tickets for Halifax.

We got on the 6 a. m. train and
!the spy followed suit.
"train pulled out we remained
iboard until shé was rumning fast-and
- then jumped leaving our friend to go
:un ahead and prepare the way. We
took the mext train; an hour later
and were just congratulating our-
selves when our spy boarded the train
at Shubenacadie with another spy.
From there on we had three of them

ifax. Here two of them mounted cabs
and drove abreast of us until we en-
tered the offices of O’'Connor and
Meagher, Barristers, in the Metro-
pole building. Half an hour later we
started for the court house. On the
way we found one of them watching
us from the window of a second hand
store.’ We entered the : eourt house
about 10.30 and after a few moments
conference with Mr. O'Connor we sat
down in the lobby. In a few mo-
ments ome of the spies made his ap-
pearance and sat beside us.

This fact that we were watched

{wholesale

When {h,,ikx;uwn that the

on|

demonstrations and charged
threats and intimidation
were the stock in trade of the U. M.
W. Indeed one who had no oppor-
tunity to learn differently would sup-
pose that-a state of war obtained in
the strike distriet of Springhill

Now the fact that the company's
officials and thugs were so specific in
their charges has a strange appear-

{ ance. It is strange that men who are

strangers in Springhill should krow
so well the names of strikers. And
even more strange that in spite of
the fact that many of the affidavits
made specific charges against La-
venne," the judge of a eapitalist court

the station, | hould take the word of the prisoner|

himself in opposition to capitalist

ithug\’. The reasgn T am convinced l1and they must take the jobs ‘offered

eonsists-in the fact’that it was well
thugs had-perjured
themselves. in “‘many eases. And the
application of Mr. O'Connor to pro-
vide for the cross examination of the
:ompany’s witnesses put the kibosh
upon the ecase and quashed further
proceedings.

The affidavit of Lavenne flatly con-
tradicted the wild statements of the
plaintiffi thugs and the one way to
approximate the truth was through a
eross-examination of all witnesses.
And this was just the thing that the
Cumberland Railway and Coal Com-
pany did not' desire; in faet feared.
When submitted to a grilling examin-
ation there was danger that
thugs would fail to substantiate their
statements and so place themselves
in an awkward position as perjurers.
This would place the eompany in an
awkward position as the employers of
wholesale perjurers as police and also
give the gemeral publie an opportuni-
ty to learn just the sort of char-
acters that are belng used as pro-
tectors of “law and labor.”,

Of course I am aware of the fact
that iteis lese majeste to ecriticize
eapitalist courts and their decis-
ions. Nevertheless everything goes to
show that in some way the Company
made known its desire for the dis-
missal of Lavenne and in the face of
the statements of scores of witnesses
the. who presided, Mr. Justice

delivered at 2 p. m.

-
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that |

the }
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| The injunction against the Spring- | () N _J"ma 27th, at .‘g\xu:gh"!(, N.S.|
hill miners is to the effect that they | . Linterviewed Mr. In,’ o ”.3“-
must not try to prevent the .Com- { g P”.m. » the Int»{mh-;nﬂ Oﬁld'ﬂl
by enploying. susn oa. wubh terran l‘)>1 the -United Mine \\orkus' who ar-|
as may be mutually agreed between |71 0 a few days ago to take charge
them. Thus capitalist law looks up-'of .lh'z _ﬁnances‘ ot". the 'union. Me.
on the worker as free to agree wllr\'mg is & Setiter .l Jodge: oea: hix
work and that the eonsent of the:ap.pmm"”', Is ‘fuh ‘f energy rand
workers is free and equal to the con- ignt and ‘will hold up.his end of the |
ot of-thie houbes-—The Inw-is based] zht, I am convineed, in every wa}'l
upon a legal lie. The men are not | possible. He _:ilid in the course of!}
free to contract to give their labor | °F ¢onversation
power upon the terms the bosses of-| ‘X consider the Springhill m«n the
fer. The workers are forced to ac- |Pest bunch of all round strikers that|
cept terms the bosses offer through |[ have ever met. There has been less
belly hunger and the necessity bf!zrumhl:nc among them as to their
paying rent. What chance have the |®onditions and the usage they have
imported scabs of Europe to refuse | °Xperienced at the hands of the U
wotk ¥ ! M. W. Considering the lack of really
experieneed and able leadership the
Decessity. is-a [ way in which the men have struck is
compelling whieh makes the |remarkable. So far as I kaow, the
workers dividé up with the parasit ;lnttrna(innai “may -be-depended upon
capitalists.  The law is based on a | to stand"b¥ the men right to the end.
lie and the enforcement of a legalized | I 2m glad to find the men turning to
lie by an injunction does not change |Political action.
the nature of the falsehood. “When men find out, as they have
e had the opportunity to do during this
The class struggle exists at present. |strike, that aW° the legislative, execu-
But it will be ended some day. The|tive and judicial pu\\';rs are_their en-

{to Strangers in a strange

or starve. Economie

cause

{U. M. W. district

(day
,families were served with noticesto

After some diseussion he admi

recommendation for clear ouf =
tacties on our part.

Mr. Rhodes characterizes Mr. Al
phonse Nerville, Labor(?) M. P. for
Maisonneuve as a hypoerite and
traitor to the working class, and a8
a mere government tool. ; im, .

He also admitted frankly that he
personally possessed certain politieal
ambitions and a ecertain amount of
¥anity and that to join the Socialist
Party would probably end his politi-
cal career. And he believed he could
do good work and believed he was
doing good work for the working
class in his own party—the Conserva-
tive. While I do not agree with him
here yet I ma§ say that Mr. Rhodés
impresses me as being a very sincete
nran and he will doubtless get ollt‘
right road e'er long.

Speaking of the Lemieux postal

had given notice of a motion to be
brought before the House during the
next session in this connection. A€
to think
that Lemieux was alright but later
developments had proven to his sat-
isfaction that'it was a case of dig
erimination and he intended to take
the matter up.

In concluding our conversation Mr.
Rhodes assured me that he was pre-
parad to help in any way possibly in
bettering the condition of the work-
ers.

for Sydnby’\ where he will attend the
convention. His
coming to Springhill will undoubted-
ly be a great source of encouragement
to the strikers.

— O O B—

STRIKERS EVICTED
; (By Rosecoe A: Fillmorg Our Spee-
ial Correspondent.) >
On Saturday June 25th, the Cum- -
berland Railway and Coal Company
served evietion notices on seven fam-

lil.v: who have been living in com-

pany houses in Springhill. On Mon-
the 27th; twenty-three other

vacate at omce. The U. M. W. is en-
deavoring to rent other houses for
them. It is a peculiar world when
those who do the world's work are
kicked out of the houses that mem-
bers of their class built, an@ aretold
in effect “‘got off the earth—we'veno
further use for you.” How do you

like it, you fellows who have the
callous lumps on your palms from
having built the houses, dug the

coal, built the railroads and, in

capitalist is not only a eapitalist. | emies, they soon turn to the ballot
He is also a human being: If the{as their most powerful weapen. This
capitalist were by nature something |they must do or they will never im-
differest from ordinary humanity | prove their conditions. Government
there would be no hope for the end-|is today used as an instrument for
ing of the class struggle in the|their undoing and they must-change
brotherhood of man. thie by the intelligent use of the bal-
1lot. <

“I always vote Socialist and was
at one time a member of the Social-
ist Party in the United States” Was
expelled because I ran as a “Working-
man’s Party’’ candidate; but that did
not change my convictions. Regard-
ing the injunction I think the dis-
missal of the contempt proceedings
against Lavenne merely postpones the
fight. It will come wup again and
again until the issue is settled right
by the workers seizing the political

e CETIN

There are many capitalists who are
Socialist sympathizers. That is good.
But if they do not take their stand
against wage slavery and fight the
battle of freedom for the slaves, of
what good are they to the Soeialist
movement ? A

—_— ¢
In Egypt a free¢ press i3 forbiddén.
In India a free press is forbidden.
And in Canada the capitalist rulems
would like to prevent a free press.

—_——

The liberty of #he capitalist law is
the glorious liberty of the bosses to
compel wage workers to scab.

———

ments in that they will act towards
wakening the workers to the skin
sne that the masters ame working.
Phe Springhill boys are there with | Nothing short of a complete change—
the goods. the working class ownership of the

— earth—will solve this problem or do

‘Socialism will solve the problem of |away with industrial troubles.”

wage slavery. o Mr. Trving left on the evening train

BN A

power. Injunetipns are useful instm“

short,” performed-every task that has
.nadv"th“ earth a better place to live
on ow 'do you enj seeing ¢k
wives and ehildren Jz{ your fellow
workers kicked out on the street to
suffer and starve ? How do you like
the fact that you may be the next
one to experience this ‘“There's a
reason ?"’ g
The workers of Springhill have dis- -
covered the meason that this state of
affairs exists, and many of them set
out to apply the remedy. They are
beginning to find out that the eause o
rests in the class ownership of the! =
earth, and they are declaring for So
cialism—the working class o
of all that we have to use. Better =
'get busy, you fellows who have
yet learned this lesson. 5
— -0 S B
' Edgar N. Rhodes declares that 7 3
'Spﬁuﬁﬂ boys are a fine set of
'linkeﬂ. Irving declares that S
, strikers have shown up well. ¥ g
tionary Socilism is the
:.,igi: yda makes the ma
'and Coal Company the mea

W o




