
52 OUR SISTER PLANET.
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sàrSHSSSrestp anation. He explained that the Sun is the centre of the
fh»ne«,ry ?8îtm andthat Venus revolves in a smaller orbit 
than the Earth, which accounts for its odd behavior An-

i hPveCUnr|ty °i VenUS iS it8 Pha8es, seen forthe firet time by Galileo, September, 1610, she being then near
nfenor Conjunction that is between the Sun and Earth 

Its distance at such times is about twenty millions of miles. 
Continuing its revdution, it arrives at its “ Superior Con­
junction and its distance from us has increased to 
hundred and fifty-seven millions of miles.

Venus has mountains supposed to be five times as high as 
ie highest on Earth. It has a diurnal revolution of g23h

are np»rlv -° °rblt bain8 nearly circular, its seasons 
ea^y e(lua| 1D length. Succession of day and night 

takes place on its surface as on our Earth, and it has an 
atmosphere displaying all the colors of light. The marked

—l °f /wea/T are owin8 to a greater inclination of its axis than that of the Earth. When the Sun in Summer
comes about 28 North of the Equator, or say to Cuba ; on
iïbmlînr ; ?omPara‘ively «Peking, it would reach to

,Tbe Polf are alternately submitted four months
fritS h t °f fn d™ost vertical Sun, and the torrid and 
rigid zones continually encroach on each other, musing con­

stant atmospheric disturbances. It is therefore difficult to 
observe d geogra^ical conformation; veiled, as it always is,
dtitudf of^he am0SH.8re; ^ ud iythe raPid variations of the 
alt uâe of the Sun, the length of its days and the floating
clouds generated by a sun twice as strong as that on the Earth

■Discovering so many points of resemblance to our Earth’
and knowing that Nature is uniform in her proceedings ; the
same causes producing the same effects ; why should we not
conclude that there is life on the planet Venus Î Of what
usesuch provisions to sustain life, if life be not there Î

I here are, doubtless, now on Venus, beautiful groves
prairies studded with flowers, immense forests fillecTwith
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