
COMMONS 23

M~r. FOWLER. I understand thant tliey Mr. BORDEN (Halifax). I would Hike
place no limit on the number of officers to ask the mînister wbether aîiythiîg lias
they ask you to appoint «? been doue with respect to a matter that was

The MINISTER 0F MILITIA AND discussed two years ago very conisiderably,
DEFENCE. No, they simply asked the and also to some extent last year, that is,
question, wliat we proposed to do. the organization of corps of mounted troops

ns a substitute for or la addition to the
Mr. P0WLER. The argument witli refer- forces we have ln ýCanada at the preýsent

ence 10 the permanent officer applies to tlie time.
district officer coînmanding, because lie lias The MINISTER 0F MILITIA ANI)
under bis command infantry, cavalry and 1)EFENCEi. *Tlie organization of mounted
artillery. Wlien the troops are la camp corps to take the place of infantry lias flot
lie Is in charge of tlie field manoeuvres of a been doue to any great extent as yet, ai-
large mnixed force, and tlierefore lie sliould thougb inl tlie district near or about Brani-
be a man who can cosnmand a brigade, and don and elsewliere lu the Nortli-west, 1
witli sufficient mnilitary knowledge 10 en- tbinkl there are four independent corps of
title hlm to tlie higliest position tlie depart- îîîoînted. troops; la the city of Toronto a
ment canl confer. I think it would lie acopofmutdrle abenrgiz;

ver god uletht n iianshuldbeplaedand la the province of Qnebec the numberin the position of district officer commanding of mounted troops is being increased. OuI-
wlio is not fitted 10 be a colonel, and that side of these districts, so far as I caa re-
uipon bis promotion 10 that position lie member, notliing lias been done; but I ani
slîonld be given thint rank. To the lay stilI of opinion that il ouglit to be doue as

inid ties nce itte dstnctonsdo otrapidly as possible, and tlie General bim-amount 10 mucb; but 10 tbe military man, self recommends in bis report tliat la the
there is a wide guIf between lieutenant- cnse of rural corps we should substitute
colonel anîd fuîll coignel; and it is raîher an- mounited rifles for infantry.
noying, to an officer la command of a dis-
trict to land ni occupying very much lu- Mr. SPROULE. is Ibis pay and nllow-
ferior positions 10 lits nnd yet is superiors ances for the whole force, or onily for the
ia rank. I throw ont the suggestion there- p)ermanent force '?
foie, thnt these district officers, mlan13 of he MININISTER 0F MIITIA AND
whom are superior men, sliould biave Ibis I)EIENCE. The pay of the permanent
rnnk. foi-ce is reailly only $225,000. The otiser

- 11e MNISTR 0 MILTIA ANI items are :Pay of the headquarters and
TheEN .M INSE ma F say I thtNilth Ipo district staff, $43,100; pay of the activeDEFECE. ina saythatall he po- llitia attending schools of instruction,]notions wvbich bave takesi place bave been $41 0;alwncsfrdiiintutocr

muade on the recomimendation of the Gen- $f5,000; plosînge sfor instrucion aie
ofa Officer cpmsanageg Ittor hav bheaenveralOffcercomanýdng.I hve enmilitia, $75,000; guards of lionour, etc., $4,-very particular about fliat. Ia fact, Ilint 000. These iteins are not cliargeable to tlie

malter must be left lu bis liands, lie being praetfre u otemlta
a professional soldier and liaving large ex- praetfre u 0temlta
perience iii sncb niatters. 1 bave discussed Mr. FOWLER. 1 nsotice an increase of
witli the General the very point my lion. $1,490. How is finat flgured ont ?
friend bas raisefi, and I believe finat withuii The MINISTER 0F MILITIA ANI)
a short lime the line lie lias indicated w'ill DEFENCE. The increase is la tlie liead-
lie largely followed. I think there ýis a great quarters and district staff, and is made up
deni of force lu what lie says, thougli 1 do as follows -Lodging allowance for the dis-
not tliink the General will feel disposed to trict officer couîmanding iu districts 1 (Lon-
recommiiend, and 1 do imot kniow Iliat I wvonld don), 2 (Toronto), and 11-$400 to the firsI
feel disposed 10 ngree to it if lie did, that andi $500 to eacli of the lnst two. Tîsen,
ail tlie district officers lndiscriminately tliere is nn increase of pay to the district
sliould receive the ranik of full colonel, ai- officer commandimg niumber two district of
Ihongh several uiidonbtedlly are entitled 10 $455, and a decrease of $365 l district num-
it. ber eiglit.

Mr. FOWLEII. My point wvas not that Mr. FOWLER. This lodging is wliere
ail the men ia that position at present Iliere is no barrack accommodation for the
sliould receive tue rauk, but thal no man officers ?
sliould gel the position unless lie wvas fitted Te MNSER 0 LTI AD
to receive fliat rank. It is difficuit for an TeEN . YIISe. F MLI N
officer coming from England 10 ascertain E NC.Ys
in txvo or tliree years tise fitness of tlie dit- Annual drill and mnus1kctry, including clotiîing
ferent officers ; and tliat maises tlie question and stores, $520,000.
ivlether il wonld uiot be wvell for ns 10 have Mr. FOWLER. 1 notice an increase lai
a Caiiadian officer la conimand rather than Iis itemn of $80,000, is il tlie intention to
one froin Engi ud. 1 do not propose 10 carry out the recommendation of tlie genieral
discuss Ibat now, but Uiat is my view of the commanding regarding extending tise period
question. of drill ?

Hon. Mr. BORDEN (Klng's).

2532


