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i« Beene of a mighty contest.

Aug 9 ---(4 40 a;rp

m Plcardy now exc

valry Passes Thm Infantry and Beyonu the Allies’ Ob]ectlves,
‘Riding Down German_ Transport and Limbers in’
Their Retreat, Capturing Villages and

Takmg Many Prisoners.

London, Aug. 8~Fizld Marshal
Jlalg's statement concerning the new
ve by the British and French
shows that the epemy line has

p driven in about seven mileés and
half in the ¢centre at Dlessier, which
southeast of Moreuil, It shows
goodly n:ltu alsy have been made
ward over the front of 20 miles

‘ _petween Plesster and xorha

W,Mmt gays that no estimate
) be 'made concerning the prisoners,
ns and materials captured, but that
eral thousand prisoniers and many
ns have been taken.
“'"The text of tho statement follows:
“The operations commenced this
on the Amiens front by the
h - first army - under - General
try and the British fourth army
der Bir Henry Rawlinson ars pro-
seding successfully. The assembly of
lied “troops was completed under
er of night, unnoticed by the ene-

%At the hour of assault, Frenoch,
nadian, Australian and English di-
, assisted by a large number

S FLEE PELL-MELL
BEFORE ADVANCING ALLIES

of British tanks, stormed the Germans |
on & frcnt of over 20 miles from the
Avre River at Braches to the neigh-
borhood of Moriancourt. The enemy
was taken by surprise and at all
points - the  allled trbops have made

“At an _early hour our nnt objec-
tives had been npc!ud on thé whole
of the front attacked, During ‘the
morning the advance of “the allied in-
fantry continued, actively assisted by
British cavalry, light tanks and mo-
tor. machine .gun batteries.

“The resistance of German divi-
sions in the line was overcoms at
certain points after sharp fighting,
and many prisoners and n numbey of
guns were captured by our troops.

“The French troops, attacking with
great gallantry. crossed the Avre Riv-
er ‘and, despite the enémy’s opposi-
tion, carried hostile defences,

“South of fie Somme the greater
part of our final objectives were gain-
od before noon, but in the neighbor-
hood of Chipilly and seuth of Lan-

court (Morlancourt?) parties of the

‘dusing the af

enemy maintained prolonged resist-
ance. ;

“In both localities the. fighting was
heavy, but ultimately our troops broke
down the opposition of the Cerman
infantry and gained their objectives.

“Soutli of the Somme the gallantry

of the allied infantry and the dash

and vigor of their lttwk had gained
ternodn |

tives for,the day on practically the
whole of the battiefront. 3 /

“Agsisted by our light tanks Lnd ar-
mored cars, cavalry passed thru the
infantry and beyond' our objectives,
riding down the German transportand
limbers in their retreat, and capturing
villages and taking many prisoners.

“The general line reached by our
troops runs from Plessier-Rozainvil-
lers to Beaucourt, to Caix, to Framer-
ville, to Chipilly and to the won of
Moerlancourt.

“No accurate estimate can be ‘given
concerning the number of prisoners or

guns or the amount of material cap-
tured, but it i{s known that several
thousand pgisoners and many guns
hlve fallen into ‘our hands.”

All Objectives Set Attained in Remarkably Quick Time and

the  final objec~ |

Paft:cuhrly Large Group of

German Atrtillery Left
Behind. |

J 3 5 m’ - P
London, Aug. 8~—The Dally Mail's
correspondent at British ‘headquarters
says that tbo hu-‘ut fighting occur-

red . on the mtrom northern and/|

southern

the mqf

| capture of -the  southern woods w

ticularly proving: M touqh
tions  wistoh:

while. : !

“But, notmt ‘these checks,”
says the correspondent, “the advance
went with astonishing speed all along
the line. The tanks, which- did mag-
nificent work, .helped ths speed,  but
the prime credit belongs to the dash
and training of the infantry. They
smothered the German infantry as our

ners. Their movement was quick and
concertied. The enemy had lltuo time
to remove his guns,

“It is reported that all a.long the line
the ‘fleld guns were overrun, ‘and a
particularly large group of them wers
captured north of thé Somme neal
Chipilly, where escape was lnpossibh
owing to' the sharp bends' in the
Somme River,

“1 believe that more guns, and 0:
course machine guns, were capturec
than can be catalogued in a day or
two. :Some few of them were - used
::‘lnit the enemy quue early-in the

Y.

Germans Guns Smothcn,d.

“The feature of the day was the ex-
tinction of the German artillery, Itc
‘answer to our barrage was rathe:
slow and patchy. It was up to the

a very short time in the first degred
of excellence.

“One isolated shot deserves men-
tion. "It ‘hit one of our ammunition
jorries’ engine, but it-did not explod«

" & Last Accounts Show That Progress Still is Being Made,
With Germans Decisively Beaten Wherever
They Turned to Fight.

' The historic battleground between
Amiens and Montdidier again is the
This time
$he British and French are the ag-
gressors, and under their fierce on-
gushu in the first day’'s battle they
Bve. penetrated deeply Into the
German positions over a front of more
than twenty miles, reaching from the
egion of Braches to the neighbor-

d of Morlancourt,

ollowing short but intensive ar-
Sillery preparation and aided by misty
Weather the allled .attack took the

. Sermans completely by surprise, and

they fled almost everywhere pell-mell
Before the tanks, motor machine gun
BMtteries, cavalry and infantry = sent
¢ Bpainst them. All the objectives set
tl‘ the Australians, Canadians, Eng-
bmen and Frenchmen were attained
remarkably quick time, and at last
#ccounts Thursday night the allied
orces were still making progress.
Wherever the enemy .turned to give
Battle he was decisively defeated.
‘Thoulands of Germans were made
er; 'large numbers of guns were
. bd; great quantities of war
terlals were taken and a score or
of villages and hamlets were
tcupied. In addition heavy casu-
Htles were inflicted on the enemy.
(AL its deepest point the penetration
“ the German line was about 7%

miles, eastward ‘rom Villers-Breton-
neux to Framerville, while from 2 to
5 miles were gained all along the
front from northwest of Montdidier
to the region around Morlancourt.
The fighting extended north of Mor-
lancourt to the Albert sector, but no
official details concerning’ it have
keen received.

The advance of the allies in the
cen‘re places them well astride the
railroad leading from Villers-Breton-
neux to the important junction at
Chaulnes, where lines radiate north-
eastward toward Peronne and south-
ward thru Roye to Compiegne. The
railway running northward to Braye
wax crossed when “he allles took Fra-
merville,

Menace to Enemy Front.

Well out on the plains and pressing
forward, seemingly. with great ra-
pldity, the present offensive of the
French and British gives promise of
seriously menacing the entire German
front from near the sea to Rheims. If
the drive should proceed eastward to
any great depth it cannot but affect
the armies of the German crown prince
now fighting between the Aisne and
the Vesle, and possibly make imprac-
ticable a stand by them even north of
the Aisne along the Chemin des
Dames.

Under the pressure of the offensive

the menace to the channel ports also
seems, for the moment at least, to van-
ish., Already there have been signs to
the northward from the positions
where Crown Prince Rupprecht had
formed his men for a drive toward the
channel, that a retrograde movement
by the Germans was not improbable.
With the armies of his imperial cous-
in on the Soissons-Rheims salient bad-

ly shattered and unable to lend him
ajid when his own forces . north of

Montdidier are in a rather precarious
position as a result of the new offen-
sive, it is apparent that Rupprecht
will have to defer his campaign te cut
off the cross-channel service.

BRITISH GOVERNMENT
WILL DISARM ULSTER

@

Edward Shortt Announces Intention
of Seizing Rifles in North of
Ireland.

London, Aug. 8. — Edward Shortt,
chief secretary for Ireland; announc-
ed today in the house of commons
the government’'s determination to
seize 50,000 rifles which are sald to
be in ‘he hands of Ulsterites.. Mr.
Shortt ‘added, significantly, that if the
government could get them without
trouble so much the better. This
statement was loudly cheered by the

Nationalist members.

a single shell or hurt the driver.

“guch partial successes are few, and
as soon as the tnllntry was well on
the move the enemy’s gunners began
to pack up. Many of them must have
had little chance of saving their bat-
teries.

Complicated Confuoion,

“Ag the sun conquered the mist our
airmen saw scenes of complicated
confusion much further afield. Bat-
teries and strings of vans scampered
off, and in the middle of the hurry our
airmen with machine gun and bomb
took all advantage possible.

“All the prisoners agree that .the
attack was an overwhelming surprise
and that full advantage was taken of
it by the assaulting troops.

“The German defenses, at any rate
behind the front line, were for the
most part very inadequate. The old
zeal of. digging in and going to the
ground seems to bave been lost. Nor
did most of the Germans fight well
in “he centre.

“The prisoners were Very numerous,
tho an extremely few were taken on
the front lines owing to the devastat-
ing effect o’ the four-minute barrage
on the indifferent defenses. The pro-
portion of ‘men killed was large, and
at one place “he numbers were quite
unusual.”

FIGHT THE HOT WEATHER.

RN e

Yesterday and the previous day
marked the hottest days that Toronto
has endured for some years and the
probability is that the heat may con-
tinue. The sweeping reduction in all
Straw and Panama Hats today at
Dineen’s is the best protectionagainst
old Sol. Keep your head cool and
you will be comfortable.

$5.00 Panamas for ....... L8250

$10.00 Panamas for £

$3.00 Straw Hats for

$4.00 Straws for

$6.00 Straws for

Linen and Crash Outing Hats, Mo~
tor Dusters, all reduced. The Dineen
store is 140 Yonge street, cer. Tems
perance street.

S

'lhe British muoo.
‘River Luce and ‘the “?’

vl

gunners smothered the German gun-]

standdrd at some places, but it lastec |.
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A TB ritish and F rench Troops Fight °
- Way Thru Germans,
fore Advancing Infantry and Tanks,
~ Leaving Guns Behind-—Large
- Numbers of Prisoners Captured and
Heavy Casualtxesl \

Who Fle‘le:i’

lictedon Enemy

' With the British Army in France,
‘Aug. 8.~Fighting thefr way thru “he
Germans at dawn on a front of over
16 miles astride the River Somme,
British and French troops this after-
moon -had ‘veached points from five <o
six miles inside lines which this
morning belonged - ‘to “he enemy.
’_l'hg Prussians and Bavarians fled
before the advanclnt infantry. and
tanks, leaving many of their guhs be-
hind them.

I.cr‘e numbers ot pruouu have
taken ' both by the British and
Frénch, and heavy casualties un-
| doubtedly have boen lufﬂoted on tM
 Thus _far evcrythinz hu ‘)oep ac-
complished with excessivel “m-u
losses “o the allies. o, Mo )
.Of one entire British ‘cofps, for in-
stance, two hours after the atuck
‘began, only two officers snd 15 ‘men
of the ranks were reported u casu-
a'ties.

Artillery Foﬂowo lnhntry.
The artillery has. followed up “he
storm troops closely and now is hurl-
ing shells down _upon the ' enemy
Zoreés, which, taken by surprise and
flercely attacked, must be in a more

and lasted four minutes.

| pdssed as a mist started to roll in.

or less crippled mdmon- It u bo-
lieved that rdnfmm nre on the
way to help them.

Wha! tomorrow holds tor tho ene-
my mt be forecast, but' 'the out-
look is not a promising oh under
pnunt. conditions. .

Moreuil and the- eouairy tront ad-
joining Villers-Aux-Erables have been
taken by ‘the French, while the Bri-
tish luvc etvturod the Dbdo ‘and |

-woods and Marcelave after
hard fighting and pushed a mudor-
able distance bwood.

WWMMMW
mumuumum

:r

et flank of the W&n«uw e ba sh
bq.bly one of the’ ﬂut tﬁﬁo %m

neighborhood of lbthncourt

The wéather helped in ’

North of the attacked lo @
nn ‘began at 4 o’clock this: mrnint
Tanks then
rolled forward and with ﬂ‘lﬂn ‘the ‘in.
fantry swdrmed toward tlie unomy
lines. These’ lines wete mbhod ‘and

Little' Enomy ‘Shelling. ;

" All along the line, except possibly
northward on the left flank, very. lit-
tle enemy shelling was experienced
after the attack got well under way,

F zghtlng in

Of Important Villages

‘Outskirts

British Advancing on South Bank of the
Somme, While French Gain Ground
Further South

With the French Army in Funce,
Aug., 8.—The line between Albert and
Montdidier, along which the allles
attacked this morning, 'i{s ‘about 25
miles from eni to end, but the exact
limits of the infantry fighting are not
yet reported.

The British are advancing along the
Somme in the directicn of Cercy-Sall-
17, on the south bank-of the stream,

end  toward Marcelcave, the
Amiens - Chaulnes railway. The
French are pressing in the dirsction of
Aubercourt and Demuin, further south
Letween Marcelcave and the Amiens-
Moyon high road. The fighting is
raging in the outskirls of Morisel and
Moreuil.

All the first line objectiveshad been
reached by 8 o’clock this morning.

on

ning.

Advance Continues in Good Order

Paris, Aug. 8.—“The attack made this morninf by our troops south-
east of Amiens, in conjunction with British troops, continues in good
order,” says the official communication issued by the war office this eve-

“The details are given in the British communication.”

of the Avre have been carried and

along the line everywhere.,

Slopes of the Avre Are Captured

With the French Army in France, Aug. 8.—The slopes of the valley

beyond. They are making further progress and overcoming every obstacle

the allies have reached the plateau

fallen by 8 this morning.

Attacking on 25-Mile Front

London, Aug. 8.—Reuter's correspondent at French army head-
quarters, states that at noon today the Anglo-French were attacking on a
front of approxlmately 25 miles between Albert and Montdidier. A stiff
fight is raging in the outskirts of Monsel, the first line objectives having

§

Germans Admit British Gains.

Berlin, Aug. 8.—(Via London). —The English have forced their Wty
into German positions between the Amcre and the Avre, according to a
mument {ssued this evening by the German war office.

The text of the communication follows:
“In an attack by the English between the Ancre and the Avre, the
enemy has forced his way into our positions.”

Nn.r‘y all tho eountty llrulv
fought over and that now in front of -
the -allied forces is low and’ wmu
and especially adapted to opon war-
fare.

Om new Gomaa d!vuloa.
had just arrived in the iine before the

attack was launched, was told to ex-

pect local attacks, ‘Prisoners takeén
MM&MN&MMW
mucmamt W
bontmvhtod. e

Where t!umm
| car. batteries pressed. for in the
roﬂummdunumm .

ban seen chasing a"
ln-w up the’ m
mﬁw general, was not m m jh
direction in ‘which he was going. Ob-
sérvers. reported considerable columns
of enemy transport going eastward in
a hurry during the niiddle of the day.

.. Further south, the tanks likewise
did excellent work. They also Hha:
been taken across the River Luce,
undef the cover of night, and they.
did valuable work .in assisting at the
capture of Dodo Wood and Humel
Wood and the nearby m:h ground.

Battery Mobility.

Slightly north of here the British
batteries moved forward .so rapidly .
that they were up and firing in thelr .
new. positions thirty minutes afte
midnight when the infantry went over
the .top, followed at first in this pare
ticular case by the tanks 1M 7u'll
to the rear,

At six o'clock the wu&h.r was 8o
thick that objects twenty vlm away
hardly were visible and the British
were not slow to take the opportun-

ity to plunge thru under its protection.
About 6.45 the first prisoners began
coming back. They were unwounded anc
Jooked clean, as if they had j come
off parade, showing how complete had
been the surprise. The British: came
upon them before they had the slight-
est chance to give battle.

The prisoners that arrived later were
not so clean, and they came rearward
carrying wounded on -tntchon, 5

Many Guns Taken,

The British army, which had started
off with a thunderous roar, by 7 o'elock
had quieted down to a virtual silence.
This was because the = artillery had
ceased firing while it was being ad-
vanced to keep up with the:infantry
and the tanks. It was the tanks which
by 7 o'clock had rolled ponderously
into Cericy, driving out the enemy,
and a few hours later, in a aifficutt
manoeuvre, took the woods opposite.

The tanks crossed the Avre and did
excellent work here, too, with the in-
fantry. - On the p.nimh between the
Ancre and the Somme the British cap-
tured many guns.

Reports from the south say that
things are going in splendid fashion
there, and that the French have been
equally as successful as the British.
Hastily organized counter-attacks
have developed here and there along
the line, especially north of the Somme,
put so far all are reported to have
broken down under the hot fire of the
allies.

It may be taken for granted tbat fur-
ther enemy counter-strokes will de-
velop, either organized from the forces ;
now in front of the allied t
from fresh forces that Crm%
Rupprecht undoubtedly will try to ".
ry up from other sectors.

ports of heavy mmuy.m-,
be expected. ¢

.
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