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IT is an observation vt^rified by a long and uniform eiperiet>ce,

that ail the arts, whether of ornament or utility, are of'slovy

growth. The inveDlor generally sketches nothing more than a

rude draught which,thoagh bold in the design, is likely to be inelegant

ill the execution ; and his humble race of imitators follow the track

pointed out without a single sp^trk of (hat divine fire whidh threw

the first light on the path of their labours. At limes a g*^n3 aiises,

brighter or more fortunate thun thereat, who makes some utall

advances either in facilitating the mode of operation, qr iu mastering

aonieoflbe difficulties with which It is beset; audio this way,

the art, from trivial beginnings, proceeds by a series of steps to

tome degree of excellence, but ail this is the work of tine. The

progress throughout its whole length is distinguished by many

pauses orinterfals ; and what is bi-gnu in one age, continues unfin.

ished and imperfect in the orst. It often takes many generatinns

to carry the system to its ulterior piir.-h of improvement, uiu't to

conquer the farious impedimeots which are successitely presented.

The justness of these »iew$ could be shown aptly by a reffrcnrn

to tiie history of '.he ele>;ant arts, uhitt* l.'ave ai oiui lU ' i,? aui in jI

dignified maukini'. and giyon grace auJ stability to sonuk !;(«. fiut

U would be idle to wauder so far, whuu we cau arrive at t!t« itlae
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