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charter; and within thirty days, and not earlier than twenty day*
after HUPh publication, it Hhall lie Mubmitted to the qualified eUxstont of
aid city at a general or special election, and if a majority of such
qualifltnl electors voting thereon shall ratify the same, it shall thereafter
be submitted to the Oovernor for his approval, and the (lovernor shall
approve the same if it shall not be in conflict with the Constitution and
laws of this State. Upon such approval it shall become the organic
law of Ruch city an<l supersede any existing charter and all amendments
thereof and all ordinances in«'onsistent with it. A copy of such charter,
certified by the chief executive officer, and authenticated by the seal of
such city, setting fiirth the submission of such charter to the electors
and its ratification by them shall after the approval of such charter by
the Oovernor, be made in duplicate and dejiosited, one in the office of
the Secretary of State, and the other, after being recorded in the office
of said Register of Deeds, shall Iw deposite«l in the archives of the city ;

and thereafter all courts shall take judicial notice of said charter.
The charter so ratified may l»e ameniiod by proposals therefor, sub-
mitted by the legislative authority of the city to the qualified electors
thereof (or by petition as hereinafter provide<l) at a general or special
electiorn and ratified by a maj<»rity of the qualified electors voting
thereon, and approved by the Oovernor as herein provided for the
approval of the charter.

Sec. 414. — Board of Freeholders to Draft Charter. — An election
of such board of freeholders may be called at any time by the legis-
lative authority of any such city, and such election shall he called
by the chief executive officer of any such city within ten days after there
shall have been filed with him a i)etition demanding the same, signed by
a number of qualified electors residing within such city, equal to twenty-
five p«'r (!entum of the total numlier of votes cast at the next preceding
general municipal election ; and such ele(!tion shall be held not later
than thirty days after the call therefor. At such ele«'tion a vote shall \w,

taken upon the question of whether or not further proceedings toward
adopting a charter shall be had in pursuance to the call, and unless a
majority of the qualified electors voting thereon shall vote to proceed
further, no further pro<'eeding shall be had, and all proceedings up to
tnat time shall be of no effect.

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM

Sec. 41.'>. — Reserved to Every Municipality. — The powers of the
initiative and referendum, reserved by this Constitution to the
people of the State and the respective counties and districts therein,
are hereby reserved to the people of every municipal corporation
now existing or which shall lu-reafter be created within this State, with
reference to all legislative authority which it may exercise, and amend-
ments to charters for its own government in accordance with the pro-
visions of this Constitution.

Sec. 416. — Petition for; Requisite Number. — Every petition for
either the initiative or referendum in the government of a municipal
corporation shall be signed by a number of qualified electors residing


