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tind alive when wo die. riut fiu it \fi. Lite Iiuug-s not on

matter, or on tlie orgnni/atioii of matter. It is not as tlie

liarmoiij wliicli rinnjs out of'u euiinlnii; instrument ; Init it i^i

a hrealli, a spirit, a rn.y ol' the eternal Immuix, ])nre, immn
terial, above all i»;rosf-;ereomi)oumls,si ni)le an<l indissoiuMe.

In tlie body it is a,ll;iyed and tempered with weakneas

Bhronded alxmt with obstruetions; its I'aenlties pent uj) by

a bonnded ori«;anztition, and its encrfijics repr'^ssed by " the

body of tills ilcatli.'" It is life subjected to tlie conditions

of mortality. Hut, once dead, once diss(dvod, and tlie un-

clothed spirit is bey»>nd the atleetioiis of de<!ay. There ib

no weakness, lutr weariness, nor wasting away, nor wander-

ing ot'tlu^ burdened sj)irit ; it is disenthralhid, and lives its

own lite, unmini»:Ied and buovant. When the eoil of this

body is loosed, death has done all, and his power is spent;

thenceforth an4l tor ewv the slee])inj.'; sonl lives mightily

unto God.

An<l, onee more; those whom th<^ world calls dead are

slee])iug, because they are taking their re.^t, " I heard a

voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, ]jlessed are the

dead which die in the Lord from h(Miceforth. Even so saith

the Spirit: for they rest from their lal)0ur!',." Not as the

heretics of old vainly and coldly <lreanied, as if they slei)t

without thonght or stir of eonsciousneL^s from the hour of

death to the morning of the resun-ection. TliMr rest is not

the rest of a stone, cold and lif(;less ; but of wearied

Immanity. They rest from their labors ; they have no more

persecution, nor stoning, nor scourging, nor (a'ucitying
;

more martyrdcms l)y fire, or the wheel, or barbed shafts
;

they have no more false witness, nor cnitting tongues ; no

more bitterness of heart, nor iron entering into the soul ; no

more burdens of wrong, noramazement nor ])erplcxity. Never
again shall they weep for nnkindness, and disapixuntmont,

and withered hopes, and desolation of heart. All is over now;

they have passed nnder the share. Theplonghers ploughed


