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Jievercnd and Dear Brethren,—U sccius (lesiriilole that at

cortiiin periods of our life wo should pause and look within tir

to see what proof we arc making of our Ministry, and how far

the objects which daily engross our time are helping us in the

work of our salvation and the salvation of others. At such

periods our minds may be withdrawn from many of the passii.g

excitements of the day, and our eyes may be more steadily fixed

on great moral and religious questions which concern the well-

being of the spiritual Body to which we belong. The holiness

of our members, our unity in the principles and rules given us

by the Church herself, and the true methods of progress and per-

numence in well-doing, together with some regard to our

financial condition, may well occupy our thoughts
;
and it will

be my endeavour to lead your minds in this direction to-dny.

Of all notes of a standing and a progressive church, tlv

holiness of its meml)crs is the most important. It is the one

permanent ami eternal condition of the Church of God, whether

militiint or triumphant ; without this, all party organization,

all worldly respectability, all attractions and excitements, all

popularity, all increase in numbers, is of no avail. The more

ample our endowments, the more abundant our individual

wealth, the larger our nimdjers, the more conspicuous our sta-

tions, the worse we an; if we are unholy. It must be adnutted

that tlie tendency of all things around us is to forget this truth.

Holiness is no (pialilication for oillce, no passport to society.


