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Tilt' Mtc'itiul lormiitioii. viz., llin Cliazy. h si'|turulil»' into IW(( port ions.

tho low*'!' of wliicli is ji sliiily and Miimly series, while tin* iipiuT is lari,'tiy

I'alcari'ous. Kust of Otluwu, tim lowest muiuliei's can Ix- well stiidieil alon^

(lie (Irciivilic and Carillon ('anal, while the nppei' port inn is well develojied

in till' area to the south. K.xeollent seel ions are also e.xpo.sed in the vicinity

of Ottawa eity and uloni; tho whores of the Ottawa Uiver at Aylmer, and

on th») southern haidv in the townships of March and l''itzroy.

The lowest lieds of the ('hazy at these |)laees consist of a somewhat

coarse ^reenish-^ray ifiit or sandstone in places coni^lomeralic in char-

actor, and in general aspect not uidike some of the urilty heds of tho

Sillery formation. Thosi' have a IhieUness of oidy a few feet and they

i^raduate ii)iwards into finer i'.reiiaecnus heds of a liydit iireenish-i^ray

shade, with a consideraMe thickness of shales. Certain hands in this

jtorlion contain fossils and are fucoidal. Intorcalated hods ol limestone

appear in the upper part, which gradually hecomes more calcareous till

(he formation is essentially a limestone. At Aylmer the thickness of the

lower itorlions of the ('hazy, to the haae of the iiniestoni's proper, is

apparently not fai' iVom one hundred to out' hundred and twenty feet.

The tliickne.ss of the ujiper or calcareous portion varies greatly at

ditt'erent ]>laces, rangini;; from Hfly to nearly one hundred feet. In its

ujiper part the limestones hecome nodular, and certain beds of grayish

colour are largely- composed o\' Jilojnionella jilcna.

The ])assage from the up|)er beds of llu' Chazy to the ovei'lying heds

ol'the Bird's Kye and Black Kiver, which lie lietween those just descrihed

and the main mass of the Tronton fornuition. apjiears to he gradual and

to present no well defined break in tho succession of tho strata. The
Black Jiiver, which in ( 'anada includes the Bird's Kye in its lower )iortion.

consists of certain dark brown and black limestones ofteti cherly, break-

ing with a marketl couchoidal fracture, and distinguished largely by the

|)resence of l^ tnu/iuiii fihrafiini. which is in places so abundant as to con-

stitute almost the entire niabs of some of tho heds. Certain other fossil

I'orms. such as Coliuniuirut JIalll ami Orthoccrax Bi</til'i/i are particularly

dovelopod in the strata of this formation bnt from tho dilliculty of clearly

• listinguishing these limestones us a grou]) from the Tronton at many
jilaces, they are now generally included in tho latter formation. Tho
thickness of the Bird's Kye and Black River is giveii in tho (jeology of

(Janada ' as only thirty-eight feet for the area in tho lower Ottawa basin,

near Montreal, but on the u]i|)er Ottawa, as at Eganvillo, Douglas, etc.,

this is increased to over one hujidred feet.

Tho Trenton is essentially a limestone formation throughout. The
lower jiortion consists largely of grayish and black, often bituminous

heds, holding an abundance of fo.ssils, among which Stenopora fibrosd is

very abundant ; tho upjwr .350 to 400 foot are for tho most part dark
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