
PREFACE.

For several years the author of this book has been giving
a short course of lectures to his class in geology on the

economic minerals of Canada. While it is not customary
to treat this subject so fully in an elementary class, he
has felt that in a young undeveloped country like our
own, it was highly desirable that all university students
should know something of our latent mineral wealth. So,

at the expense of Palaeontology, much of which is more
suitable for an advanced course, time was found for

econorc:c geology in the elementary one.

To save the labor of dictation, and to make them useful
to a larger number, these lecture notes are now published.
They have been somewhat extended, to make the subject
clearer to the general reader, who has not had any pre-
liminary training in geology. So far as known, it is the
only work giving a systematic account of the mineral
resources of the Dominion. Originality, except in method
of treatment, is not claimed. The work is a compilation
founded largely on the excellent reports of the Geological
Survey of Canada. These bulky volumes and the detailed
statements in the reports of the Provincial departments


