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It was at first proposed that the trial ^.aould have taken place at

•r in the neighbourhood of Portsmouth, where the laid $4tn regi-

inent was then stationed; as not only the defendants themselves, but

the principal part of those who might naturally be expected to be

called upon at witnesses, were there upon the spot. Bat an urgent

jemonstrance and request of the itaid William Cobbett, supported

hy itrgpncntt which he offered, prevailed for holding the Court

^arUi|l in LondoOt cptitrary to the withes and representations of

^hc defendants. - •.

With this measure the said William Cobbett declared hinielf

perfectly satisfied, and then proposed the names of such witnesfes

for w^om hp wished an ofhciol summons, fifty^two in number ; ail of

whom were summoned or received orders to attend, wish the excep-

tion of one Serjeant of the 54th rceimeat, who as having been absent

JTrom the regiment o^ leave, it hni, tince appeared did not receive

any tumnioQl} and, with an exception of about three or four loU
<)ier9, who were prevented fron; gi,ving their attendance by illoes^*

^ll of them did actually give their attendance on the day of trial,

when the Court Martial met for the purpose of proceeding upon the

trial, and most of whom were called from Portsmouth to London,
(expressly in obedience to that sufflmons, besides those who were
cited as witnesses on the part of the defendants.
* Notice was also given to the said William Cobbett of the day
appointed for the sitting of the Court Martial, apd repeated notice^

was left for him at his usual place of abode, and where he had br
Ictter expressly desired letters upon this business to be left for him«

but which last mentioned notice it has since appeared did not come
to his hands, the said William Cobbett having, in the ipean timef

withdrawn himself and absconded.
''

Several letters from him to the Judge Advocate General, relative

to the business during the period which intervened between the

times of the issuing of the -warrant, and of his absenting himself,

will thew clearly that he liad pledged himself to prosecute the char*

£es with effect, and that it was incumbent on the defendants to be
prepared to repel the same by every proper means in their power.

U<t the day which was appointed lor the business, a General
Court Martial, consisting of seventeen officers -of distinct cofp<j,

none under the degree ot a Field Otiicer, was purposely convened^

and, together with the several persons who had been sumiiioncd as

witnesses, waited more than an hour in expectation of the pro^e^

eutor's attending to offer proofs in lupport of his charges : a me9«
senger was then dispatched to his usual place of abode, where
letters had been used tu be addressed to him, and where he had par-

ticularly desired that letters on other busiitvss should be left for

him ; which messenger returned with intdligcnce tliat^the said

William Cobbett hud left his said place of abode two days before,

not meaning to residis there any ionger, and that he had net siipve

l^jjipi seen thera, or heard of.' '
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