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appearances of the lav.-\, left it flioiild buift into a

fudden flame. M'iien, after much fatigue, though

without being obliged to run over the incruftaiion

of the lava, they reached the verge of the crater, and

drank their friends health in (ome Englifh porter.

The perpendicular height is every year incrrafcd.

It is eleven thoufaiid fathoms abuvu the furface of

tht fca; and the crater gradually converges towards

the top. As they looked into it, when the wind
• blew in the oppofite direftion, they faw the white

'{loping fides of afhes, and > projecting tower, as it

were, ready to fall into the chafm. The mountain

groaned under- their feet, and threw up threatening

volumes of fmoke glowing with a tinge of fire, and,

fometimes, almoft burfting into a flame. As they

crept down, feme of the guides endeavoured to work

on their minds, and to engage them to promife addi-

tional rewards ifthey conduced them fafcly. Thefe

guides deem themfelves fecure as they are guarded

by charms, fome of them being marked with a crofs

of St. Anthony, the patron of Jtaly, a guardian

againft fire.

The weather at Naples is fometimcs dreadfully

oppreflive : at other times remarkably fine. F.vcry

nobleman in Calabria has a wooden houfe to refort

to in cafe of an alarm of an earthquake. One might
' fear alfo without great imputation of timidity, the

cffefts of fubterrancan fires, a burl! of which, in

1538, dried a lake not far from Naples, and threw

up, in one nighi, a mountain three miles in circum-

ference and one hundred feet high. Mut thel'c arc

rare calamities, and the vegetation is wonderful.

Italy formerly produced eighty forts of wine, more
than two thirds of which were the prodi'ftion of the

foil: and our travellers had ^rcen peas in January.

The palace at Cafcrta is liill, wiiat its name im-

ports, a dreary houfe, in a flat country, in the plain I

of ancient Capua. It contains views ofail the Italian

ports, by Haci<.et, and fome fpacious rooms, Come

of which are finiflied and furnilhed with fplcndid

decorations. The flair-cafe, and chapel, and theatre,

are very handfome. The gardens are ftifl" and dil-

pofcd with childifli ornaments. The town, and

houfe* of the nobility a». wretched.

Having left Naples they arrived again at Rome
February 1, and departed from thence February 15,

driving through a flat defolate country, about four

polls, oy Civita Caftellana, 10 Borgeito, where the

appearance of population began to improve. I'hey

croffed the Tiber at Pome Felice, and travelling

over a more varied country pafled Uiricoli, fituated

amidfl romantic fcenes, and liicnce mounted, by a

doubtful afccnt, to Narni, which is eight or nine

pods from Rome, and furrounded by tremendous
cliffs and rocks, of which the moonlight Hid not I'lif-

fer them fully todifcern the beauty. TlnMiiih it was

late, they did not (lop to fee if it corrcfpondcd with

its former character, for elegant accommodations, or

to examine the birth-place of Tacitu«, or the reputed

bridge of Auguftus, and the .F.olian hills of Cirfis in

the neighbourhood, but fatiatcd with antiquities

proceeded on to Terni.

The next morning they walked through a beauti-

ful and well wooded country, by a gradual afccnt,

about four miles, to the Cafcata della Marniore, (o

which there is a road which was cut through the rock
' to facilitate the paflagc of the emperor )<>('cph when
• he vifitcd the cafcadc, fo well known and lo dcler

ving of admiration.

From Terni to Strettura they admired the hills

richlv covered with evergreens and the valleys,

which, in the time of Pliny, were mowed four times

a year, and dill retain their rejjutation for fertility.

Thefe beauties, however, gradually difnppeared as

they approached Spolclo, and alcended the .Somma,
one of the Ajjpcnincs, They flcpt at Spolcto, a town
famous for having repulfcd the troops of Hannibal,

flufhcd with their viftory at Tiiriifiinenp, from a gate

which flill exifts, and is, bcfides, rendered worthy of
aucntiun by a fine aqueduct.

The next day they drove tliroii'^h a tliccifui olive

county, by le Venc to Foligno, through the vale t/f

Umbria, along which tlic Cliiumnus f'rei'lieiis th;: air.

T!)c people dill bclitvc liiat the breed of while

cattle, which pafliireoii the banks of this river, and

I'prcad thcmfrlvt's, indeed, over ;ill Italy, derive

tlu'ir whiiencCs from it.s waters. Ki>lir;no is a large

well fituated town, famous in the records ol'moiiern

'hillory, for its confefclionary. On the iiight \»liirh

• had preceded the day of their arrival, it expcticnccd

a flight concuflion, an expiring throe t)f the carih-

quake which produced fuch confiderable cHeds in

Otlober lall, and which has To frequently coniinuiil

its movements, (ince that time, that the obfcrvaiue

of the carnival tlicre has been interdiflcd.

The afccnt of aii liijih mountain, fcattercd over

with poor villjges, brought our travellers to Serra-

vallc. The country improved as they approathi/d

Ponte le Travc, and its fccncry changed again toilic

wildncfs of Savoy, as ihcy drew near to Valciinarj.

They flcpt at I olcntino. The land of this neigh-

bourhood is highly cap.ihle of benefiting by the in-

duflryof its inhaliiiants, who, after having fuflicienily

laboured on it, repair to the environs of Rome to

cultivate the plains of Campania. 1'he town affordii

a finall oin-ra-houle. The next day a ride through

a pleafing country, fwclling into gcnilc declivities,

led them, by .Vlaceraia and Sambucheito, to Lu-

rciio. They were here permitted, as flrangers, id

be prefent, in the evening, at a private thcitrc.

'I'hc public opera-houfe was i'u|iprelfcd about twelve

years ago, upon the pope's obl'crviiig that it faced

the church.

The next day they had two flages through a popu-

lous and proCperous country to .'Kncona. I'hey were

pleafed with the improving neainefs of the town,

which has flouriflied fince it was declared a free port

by Clement XII. The mole, the port, the tiinm-

plial arch of Trajan, the checrfulnel's of commerce,

and the indicatir>ns of (uccefsful indufliy, render ilic

town very intercfting. In the evening they were

prefent at a malked ball, which, however, was not

more enlivened by chara6ler than thofe arc in Kng-

land. It commenced with a lottery, the eKcch of

which, though ihey may intoxicate a few, muft pro-

duce a general depredion of fpirils little iitvourablc

to the fpirit of ihe entertainment.

Their next day's route lay by Cafe Hrugiatc an:l

Senigagtia, the laft of which is a large and fluuridi-

ing town, and has a catl','..li>i embelliflicd by the

prefent pope, of whofc munificent piety (here arc

many proffsin Ii.ily. Pafling thence through a Hat

country, bv Marotto niid Fano, they arrived in '.lie

evening ami llcpt at Pcfaro, the anc'cnt town ol

which va( {'wallowed up, a little before the battle v\

.\tlium, by an opening of the earth: it is now a dil-

titiKuilhcd place of refort for Italian merchants.

'I'he next morning they renewed their joumcv,

and drove over a dreary flat, by Catholiea, to Rimi

ni, a handfome but irregular town, decorated wu!i

the oniaiiient of a fine old arch. Pafling ilieii':i

through Savignano they arrived at Cafena, a ilologiii

in iniiiiaiurr, jull at the concluGon of a kiuriMiiu'iii,

winch is anntially kept up there. Continuing their

courfe afterwards through .''
.11, they flcpt at Fuciiza,

where, at the opera, they were regaled with the light

of fcmile danccis.

The fuccecdiiig day brought them by Imola and

St. Nicliolo, 10 Uologna. Ilaviii'^ vifiied tliii city

before, they flayed but one day -, and on the fcilloM-

ing morning travelled by a very bad ruud Ki M-

(>eorgio, and thence by a itill worfc to Cento, a linill

neat town.

The roiids ihc next day, for a pod and a half, to S'.

George, and afterwards for the fame dill.ince, i"

I''crr.ira, were fo cxecrabiv bad, that ihcy were obli-

ged i> hav eight oxen to their chaifc, and eight hot-

(es to that ol their friends, with whom ihcy had

joined party, and notwiihllanding this, they wcri;

dctdined fur nine houri in a deep clay and llilf mini,

tbioii^h


