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inhabitants. We may assign a double or triple

number to regions in which the population is more

concentrated.

It is on this concentration that the degree of

industry^ the activity of commerce, and the num-

ber of affairs consequently demanding the attention

of government, undoubtedly depend. In this point

of view the small intendancy of Guanaxuato gives

more occupation to an administrator than the pro-

vinces of Texas, Cohahuila, and New Mexico,

which are six times more extensive. But, on the

other hand, how is it possible for an intendant of

San Luis Potosi ever to know the wants of a pro-

vince of 128,000 square leagues in extent ? How
can he, even while he devotes himself with the

most patriotic zeal to the duties of his place, super-

intend the sub-delegates, and protect the Indian

from the oppressions which are exercised in the

villages ?

This point of administrative organization cannot

be too carefully discussed. A reforming govern-

ment ought, before every other object, to set about

changing the present limits of the intendancies.

This political change ought to be founded on the

exact knowledge of the physical state, and the state

of cultivaticn of the provinces wl.ich constitute the

kingdom of New Spiin. France, in this point of

view, exhibits an example of perfection worthy of

imitation in the new world. The enlightened


