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was hoisted a square sail, extended by a yard aloft, the

braces of which worked forward. Half way down the

sail came three pieces of black cloth, at equal distances

from each other. The > essel was higher at each end
than in the midship, and from her appearance and
form she did not appear to be able to sail otherwise
than large.

Soon after the wind increased so much, that our na-

vigators were reduced to their courses; and the sea

ran as high as any one on board ever remembered to

ha\ e seen it. If the Japanese vessels are, as Kacmpfor
describes them, open in the stern, it would not have

been possible for those they saw to have survived the

lury of the storm ; but as the appearance of the wea-

ther, all the preceding pari of the day, foretold its

coming, and one of the sloops had, notwithstanding,

stood far out to sea, it was concluded they were per-

fectly capable of bearing a gale of witid.

Our navigators were blown off the land by this gale,

but on the 30th they saw it again, at the distance of

about fifteen leagues, appearing in detached parts, but

it could not be determined whether they were small

islands, or parts of Japan.

On the 1st of November, they saw a number of Ja-

panese vessels close in with the land, several seemingly

engaged in fishing, and others standing along shore.

They discovered to the westward a remarkably high

mountain, with a round top, rising far inland. As this

was the most remarkable hill on the coast, they wished
to have settled its situation exactly ; but only having

had a single view, they were obliged to be contented

with such accuracy as their circumstances would allow.

Its latitude was reckoned to be 35° 20^ and its longi-

tude 140O 26'.

As the Dutch charts make the coast of Japan extend

about ten leagues to the south-west of White Point

(supposed to be the southernmost land then in sight)

our navigators stood off to the eastward, to weather

the point. At midnight they again tacked, expecting

to fall in with the land to the southward, -but were sur-

prised to lind, in the morning, that during eight hours
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