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Ainonp the people of Nootka, one of the drcfTej fecm» ptculi«

arly adapted to war. It is a thick tanned leathern mantle dou-
Med, and appears to be the fkin of an elk, or buffalo. This U
' dtencd on in the ordinary manner, and is fo contrived as to

cover the breaft quite up to the thraat; part of it, at the fame
time, falling down to their heels. This garment is fometimea,
very curioudy painted, and is not only lirong enough to *efitt

arrows, bui,, as we underllood from them, even fpears cannot
pierce it ; fo that it may be contidered as their completed dc-'

fenfive armour.
From their exhibiting human flculls and bones to fale, there

is little rcafon to doubt of their treating their enemies with a
decree of brutal cruelty ; but, as this circumitance rather marks
a general agreement of charader among aimolt every uncivi-

lized tribe, in every age and country, they are not to be re-

proached with rfny charge of peculiar uihurnanity. Their dif-

polition, in this refpedl, we had not any feafon to judge unfa-

vourably of. They appear to be docile, courteous, and good-
natured; but they are quick in refcnting mjuries, notwith-
itanding the predominancy of their phlegm ; and, like all other
paflionate people, as quickly forgett'ngthem.
A rattle, andafmall whittle, are the only inftruments of mu*

fie which we have feen among them. The rattle Is ufed when
tliey fing ; but upon what occafioiis the whittle is ufed, we ne-
ver knew.
The only inhabited parts of the Sound feem to be the t wo

villages already mentioned. A pretty exad computation of the

numberof inliabitants in both, might be made from the canoes
that vifited our (hips, the fecond day after our arrival. They
confiiled of about a hundred, which, upon an average, contain-

ed at lead five perfotis each. But, as there were very few wo-
men, jV men, children, or youths, then among them, we
may renon&bly fuppofe, that tlie numbei of the inhabitants of
the twry villages could not be lefs tlian four times the number of
our vif tors ; being two Mioufand in the wiiole.

Thc.r hoiifes conhit of very long broad planks, rcfting upon
tlie eJges of each other, tied, in difrer.;nt parts, with withes
of piric-hark. Tiicy lnvc only fleiult-r ports on the outfide, at

coiilificrable diltances from each other, to which they are alfo

faUcned; hut there are fome larget poles within, placed aOant.
The lides and ends of thefe habitations are about feven or eii^ht

feet in hef|ht, but the back part is fomewhat higher. The
pUaks, therefore, which compofe the roof, llant forward, and,
being loofe, may be moved at plcafure. They may either be
put clofe to exclude the rain, or fepatated to admit the light in

line weather.
The furniture of their houfes confifts principally of chefts

snd boxes of various fizes, piled upon each other, at the fides

or ends of the houfe; in which are depoiited their garment*,
Ikids, maflcs, and other articles that are deemed valuable.—
Ma'>iy of thcin ate doublet or the upp^r one fcrves as a Ud to
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