
r

1

s\

18

*,:'A'

I

t!i!

, 1 V

III

156 A BLIND MAN'S LAMENT.

and for that reason I b&ve dressed in this way, but what you have

been explaining to me I know nothing about. I have only been

six years a chief in this land." You can see how we are situated

here ; that we have done part of what the President told us to do

;

you see little patches of corn, &c. As old man Wubushaw is

buried here we would all like to live here. We will all do what

you ask of us in the treaty. "We own nothing, and have nothing

to depend upon. When the President makes up his mind to do

a thing he generally does it, but we do not want to go to that

territory to the south.

Wamamsa :—The Lord above rules everything, and b^ has

given us a nice mild day for our council. We have prayed for

land and churches, and as we now have three churches I think

the Lord has taken good care of us and has answered our prayers.

Look at these young men. You have not seen an}' Indians

during your travels dressed in that way. We are not getting

along very well—not as well as we should. Twice now we have

had Quakers for agents, and we are going down hill all the time

;

getting into the ground.

HusASA :—I have been blind for four years, but I can hear

what is said. When any one comes from Washington to see us

we ought to be thankful to him. When we lived at Redwood we

made the treaty, and it was mentioned that we were to draw

annuities and money for fifty years, and for that reason we put

ourselves in the wrong place and suffer for it to-day. There are

only three chiefs left now, and all we have tc do is to throw our-

selves into the arms of the Great Father. We are all pre*^ty

badly off. When people used to come here from Washington,

Wabashaw was heni to Gpoul;. but now he is Ij'ing in the ground

and we are all the time looking that way at him. A great many
of us have no wagons or oxen or anything to work withv I have

nothing but an old wagon that is not fit for use, and am as poor

as if I had not sold any land to the President. The Indians'

minds are not very long and we forget a thing in a very short

time. You have told us what to do. We have got it all in our

ears and onght to be proud of it.

The President said that he would take good care of ns, and

now here I am blind and have not got a wagon fit to use.

Although I am blind, if I had a wagon the women or some of

the boys could bring me water when I am thirsty.


