
CAxKADA .l.V A FOOD i'liODUClSU COUNTRY.

CoMMiTTKE Room tfi, fTorsR of Commons,
Thursday, -JOth February, 1896.

The Select Standing Committee on Agriculture and Colonization met at 10.30

o'clock a.ni., this day, Mi'. Sjiroule, Chairman, presiding.

Mr. Jas. W, l^oitKUTSOX, Ajn-icultural and Dairy Connnis-sioner, was present by
request, and on invitation iiddressed the Committee as follows :

—

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen,—I h;ive hccn invited this morning to give some
information on the exportation of perislmblo food products from Canada, that I

might lead up to an explanation of the plan which is jiroposcd for adoption by the

(Jovernmout to improve the methods of exporting— meats anil other foods. You will

allow n e a few minutes to state how this country stands in its capacity and adaptation

for the production of peri-^hable food jiroducts, in comparison with other countries that

compett with us. It is admitted by (>V('rybody that the sure way to increase the wealth

of a country and to promote its prosperity is for its people to realize on their natural

resources, through intelligent skilful labour. The natural resources of Canada are mainly

those which can be realized upon through agriculture. The resources of all countries

niav be classitied as, first, those which are inexhaustible, such as soil, climate, and water

supply. Fertility of the soil is different from the soil itself; the former is a resource

which may be exhausted. Secondly there are exhaustible resouices which are not

restoral)le, such as the coal fields, natural gas, and the supply of minerals which once

exhausted cannot be restored. Again there are exhaustible resources which may be

restored but which are liable to deterioration, such !is the supply of fish in our lakes and

streams and the supply of water in our rivers,— for water power may be lessened by the

denu<lation of the hillsides of their trees, and the consequent irregularity of drainage

ami of rainfall. Moreover there are resources wliich are exhaustible and are still

capable of restoration, with improvement and increase by use. Aniotig these are the

resources of fertility of soil, building materials, available labour, and educational attain-

ments on the pai t of the people. These while easily exhaustible, can still be improved

and increased by use. Coming to point out the resources that Canada possesses for the

production of perishable food products, let me use this chart for a moiiient to show that,

for the production of such fine food products as will give Canadian farmers a fair and

"ood chance with their competitors in other countries, we have excellent resources:

nr'' . Ip, . 1 Domestic ]
Climate, \ Plants.

|

^^,^j,jj,^,g
!

Water Supply, )
I

'

I"

Building Materials,
J

I 1> Profits.

Available Labour, ] quality J
"

j cost

Markets. Prices.

Cost of

Prcxluets

In soil Canada has no superior among all the countries where the people follow

•farming for a living ; but fertility of soil is not always a source or assurance of wealth

to the people who live on it. I shall use only one illustration to make my meaning

clear with reference tr that. The people who dwell on the Delta of the Nile live on the

richest soil I think, that lies anywhere under the sun ; and they are among the

poorest of people who follow the tilling of land for their living. Even with the fertility

of the land of Egypt the people stay poor, chiefly because they have not realized upon

other available resources, mainly perhaps that of intelligent labour as applied to

their calling. We in Canada have a climate which is admirably adapted for growing very


