
he fbl-

jcct us

\\\r SIS

V. more
il-j)(»inl

loundii-

(I
(»!" :i

luiM a

liat.'vcr

)t' tlu'o-

I su|>oi--

that he

II of hin

(TQ, tliut

lin, luul

I
" they

;-ion tuid

u' most

ivhition

leation.

stion of

fonnd-

—" We
ahamie

U is

lives the

•ith the

111 show

I, I will

The Dr.

Ibook of

3S-, and

I'om the

" A new and intrrestinij a-)ut| has hcen ^ivon to llicni. hy the

I'oadintjs ofiJK' inscriptions on flay tahlets. found at Nincvcli. and t<»

which especial attention has hcen ^ivt-n hy the lale .Mi*, (i. Sniilli of

the Ar(di(e(»l(»<;ieal heparlment ofihe lirilish Miiscmn. A^surhanipal.

Kinuf of Assvria. one <»f the K inirs Unown to lhe( JreeUs hv tin- nanu*

of Sai'danapulns. reiifiuMJ at Nineveh ahoiit 15.
(

'. «I7.'i. lie was a

tfi'andson ol the Hililieal Sennaeherih. and son of I'^sarliaddon ; an<l

it seejiis that he had iidierited from his father, a lihrary ol Clialdeaii

and Assyrian literatui(>, wi'itlen on tahleis of clay, ami containing

nundi ancient loi'eof the nation^ iidiahitimr the valleys of tin- Tiirris

and Kuphrat«'s. -^ •^' •'' Ills Scrihes ransack«'(| tlu' recoid (dian\-

l)ers of the olde.->t tem])les in I lie world, antl Hahel. Kiveh, Aecad,and
IJr, had to yicl<l up their treasures of history and theoloiry to ilili-

gi-nt e(»pyists. who (ranscrihed them in l>eaiiliful ai'iv»wdiead tdiarae-

ters. on new clay taldets. and deposi'a>d tliem in the lihrary of the

great Iving. -^ ^= '•• Tln-y were also insci'ihcd with leiri'nds,

statinu the sources whence they had heen derived. * '^- -^ Tlmuijh
the date of the wriliiiii" oi tlns(> tahlets is comparatively modci-n.

heing ahout the time of the later Kings of .Itidali. the original re-

eorils from whi(di they were transerilie<l, ])rofess to have hei-n very
ancient—some of tln-m about l.tKM) years before the time of Assur-

banijial, so thai tliey g») l>ael< to a lime anti-rior t<» that (d the etirly

Hebrew patriar(hs. * -J^ -i- The subjects li'cated of in the

Nineveh tablets are very various, but those that concern our pi-escnl

pur])0sc aiv the documents relating to the creation, tlu' fall of inan,

and the didiige.' The Dr. says, these tal)lets were '' exhinned by
Ivuyard and ISmith.''

Now let us look at the various particulars of ibis story

of the J>r. and ascertain what ])ortions are farts, and which

are^\7/o/i.s, or more mi-^^o/is. The following may be admittetl as

facts.—There were such Kings of As.syria. Layard and Smith dug

up those chiy tablets from the earth, near the river Euphrates,

supposed to ho the site of Nineveh. The tinie of making the in-

scriptions on them, B. C. C73. (This was about the time of Manas
8eh, king of Judah. The translation of the inscriptions will be

given iu tlie proper place in another ])age.) Now for the fic"

tious, or inventions :— 1. Assurbanipal inheriting a library fi'ora

his father. 2. His Scribes ransacking record chambers of temples

at Babel, Ercch, Accad, and Ur, and obtaining from them treasures

of history and theology. 3. Their making these identical clay

tablets, and depositing them in the king's library ; and lastly, these

tablets being transcribed from other recoj'ds of a much earlier date.

Now take these fictions from the story, and it remains a shape-

less skeleton, utterly worthless as to the purpose for which the Dr.


