
I'OETrC YAPnOW.

All wc bnve yrt saiil c' Yarrow and its poetic siirroiin("in,L,'.^ tiiay prr-

hM"i l>c traced to the f.iCt that tlioiiph almost troeUss nov/, ori^inaMy it

v/as heavily v/oovlcd and v/r.s l<nov/n i>^ the "itoyal Forest Of Kttrick."

its shady v/c ods v/cro the haunts oi tho outlav/ ml the 'ootpad, ancl to

:in imai-'inative people it v/as the ahodo of sprites, hobcobUns, d'.varfs,

A'.'.d fairies. Th<; ballad v/as the first fornt of its poetic sense, and the

leadings of even tiio snme ballad are riiuitifarioiiM. There is '" tht l;al

lads a constant stniei^le be^tv/ern the sunshino and the shailov Natural

hraiity seems in ronfUcl v/ith the tragedies of Yarruv/. N'o it is the
• tK.nny banks of Yarrov/, then the "do7/ie (dchfull) hanks ,jf Yarro-w

The bC'st knov/n ballad is that v/ritten by William Hjimilton, (,f Ha"
iUiur, v/ho died in 1754. Its lines are mai?nttic;

Rusk yci, busk ye, my br nnie, bonnie bride

R'.;s;; ye my v/insome marrov/ (mate)
Busk ye, husk ye, my bonnie, hi nnie bride

And thinK nae mair of the Braes of Yarrov/!

7/ hi:

of

ThL' ballad closes;

Return! return! mournful, mournful bride

Return and dry thy uselet's sorrov^

The lover heeds none of thy i-ichs

Ho lyes a corps on the Hracs of Yarro7;!

And thus the tra^fdy of life ie fwallov/ed up in the fjieedy mn-n of

Ml:? practical.

Tliroe separate poems represent Wordsv/orth's relation to Yarrov/

•

1. Yarrov/ Un visited.

Wordsv/orth and his sister Dorothy were touring through Scotland in

i;03. She says:
"Whate'er betide, we'll turn afide

And see the Braes of Yarrov?: "

F-'arins that his vision of Yarrow may be destroyed and he be disil

.siijoizcd, he says:
"O'er hillly paths and open strath

We'dl Wander Scotland through
But thouRh so near, ws v/il! not turn

Into the Vale of Yarrow:
Thus Yarrow wa,s th.-n unvisitcd;

2 Yarrow visited:

lOven years had passed (1!?14) and now Wordsv/orth, in company
./i;h HofJS, the Ettrick Shepherd, visits Yarrov/:

"And is this Ynrrov/? This the stream
Of which my fancy rhrrifhed

So faithfully, a wakinj? dream? "

lie proceeds:

Procefding

:

lie closes:

"Wh(re Was it that thn famous flower
Of Yarrow Vale lay bleeding ?

"

"Delicious is the lay that sinps

The ha\int.5 of happy lovers."

"Thy ever youthful wat 's keep
A course of lively pleasures."

3 Yarrow revisited:


