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After Bis Besurrection.

DECEMBER 17. MARK xVI ; 9-20.

Golden Text, v. 15.

QOMPARE Matt, 28;9-20; Luke 24:9-53;
<, John 20:3-31. This passage is not found in
some of the oldest and best manuscripts, but it has
been received as canonical from a very early date,
and all that it contains is found in the other gospels.
The elevem recorded appearances of our Lord after
His resurrection are as follows :—(1) To Mary
Magdalene alone, v. 9, and Jn.20:11-18. (2)
To the women returning from the sepulchre, Matt.
28:9-10. (3) To Peteralone, Luke24:34. (4)
To the two discipl: s going to Emmaus, Luke 24 :13
(5) To the Apostles at Jerusalem, except Thomas,
Jn. 20:19. (8) To the same, Thomas being pre-
rent, Jn. 20:26-29. (7) At the sea of Tiberias,
fn. 2151, (8) To the eleven in Galiles, Matt,
28:16. (9} To above sooatonce, 1 Cor. 15 :6,
(10) To James only, 1 Cor. 15t 7. (11) At his
ascension, Luke 24 :51. V. . This first app-ar-
ance is more fully described by John. V. 10. Z#em
that had been with him—The Apostles. A5 they
mourned and wspt—thinking that all their hopes
concerning the Messiah were now gone forever. V.
11. They—the Apostles. Belicved not—See Luke
24:10, I11. V. 12. /0 another form—His form
was the same, Luke 24 : 39, but the expression of
his countenance was probably changed so that they
did not recognize im.  T%wo of them—Cleopasand
another.  Went into the country—to Emmaus, six
miles N. East from Jervsalem, Luke 24 ; 13-18. V.
13.  They went—back to Jerusalem where the ten
were assembled, Luke 24 :33. 70/ s’—narrat:d
the whole interview. V. 14. Afterwards—including
the sth and 6th appearances. Zheir unbeli-f—in
respect to our Lord's own repeated declarations
that he should rise from the dead, and also the tes-
timony of those who had seen him alive. V. 15.
Go ye into all the world—This great commission 10
evangelize the world, puts Home and Foreign Mis-
-i0ns upon an equal footing  Every creature needs
the gespel, and 1t is suited to the varied circumstan-
ces of all people. The missionary spirit is the life
and soul of religion. The church or congregation
that has not this spirit must soon decay.  The
churches that do most for the heathen are the moest
successful at home. V., 16. /e that lelicveth—~who
trusts solely to Christ for the forgiveness of hissins,
shall be saved, |0.2:16-18; Acts2:38;16:31;
Rom 10:9. Js baptised—Baptism will not save
any one, but is the natural consequence and evi-
dence of faith. He that belicveth mot—who posi-
tively “refuses to accept Christ as his Saviour, see
Jn. 3:18, 19. V. 17, Zhese signs skall follow—not
that every follower of Christ should have mir-
aculous power, but that miracles should attend the
introduction of the Gospel. The apostles evercis-
ed such power, Acts 3:1-8; 28 : 5, but the promise
was limited to the apostolic age V. 19, 20. The
ascension was the crowning act of our Lord’s carth-
ly life. It confirmed his words, convinced his disci-
ples, and is the pledge of a most blessed hope to
all who bslieve in Him, I Thess. 4 : 14. They who
are risen with Christ will seek those things which
are gbove, Col. 3 ; t.

@he Hingdom of Leace.

DECEMBER 24.

Golden Text, Isasan 11 :y

H@SAIAH begam lus prophetic career under
Q§ Uzziah, Ch. 6:1, and continued it during u
eriod of about forty years, until the year of ilczee
iah’s death.  Of all the prophets he is the
most clear in his raferences to the Messiah, and he
is more frequently qucted than any other. In the
previous chapter, vs. 21, 22, he had foretold th¢
return of a remnant of the captive Jews to Jerusas
lem under the Jeadership of Hezekiah, but here kis
prophetic vision has a wider sae:p—the final des
liverance of the chosen race under the Messiah's
reign. V.1 A rod—-a slender shoot or twig,  Ows
of the root of Frssc—who lived and died in obscurs
ity, 1 Sam. 18 : 18 : the house of David was also
reduced and brought very low at the time of
Christ’s birth. The Messiah was to come in low
estate that it might appear that his kingdom was
not of this world. V. 2. T%e Spirit of the Lord—-
<hould not only descend upon him as at hi- baptism
but should rest upon and dwell inhim, Col. 1:19;
2:9.  Wisdon and understardma—sound judg-
ment, withability t, plan and execute. V. 3 Quick
understanding—as manifested by the ready and ad-
mirable answers which Le gave t> many captious
questions as well as tkilful reasoning with the rab-
bis. V. 4 Rightiousness—He shall see tiat im-
partial justice i> done to the poor.  Swite the carth
—the wicked on the earth.  7Ae 1ol of Lis riouth
—by his fearless rcproofs.  Slay the wicked—The
Apostle applies this to the destruction of “‘the man
of sin,” whom h> cills that wicked one, 2 Tte s.
2:8. V. 6 The it . of righteousness and fa th-
fulness shall adhere to him as closely as a garment
bound to the body by a girdle. Vs.6 7 His
kingdom shall transfo:m the sinful rature of man,
effecting a radical change as marked as if the loacr
anmials were to lose their ferocity and inst nctive
hostuility to each other; for by nature the wolf
preys upon the lamb, and the leapord on the kid,
while the lion, stronger and more daring than
either, carries away the oxen to his lair. A Juile
¢. Vishall lead them—The heart of man, rerewed
i._ the Holy Spirit, will no longer be rebellicus, but
will be susceptible of gnod impressions and casily
influenced.  The records of Christian mis-icas
among the most depraved of the human race afford
roany remarkable illustiations of the transforming
power of the Gospel of Péace.  A7ficaner for ex-
ample. St. Paul himself is a notable eximnle 1t
Tim. 1:12-14. V. 8. The Asp andthe C ctatrice
are both venomous reptiles; to touch them is to
incur the ri-k of instant death ; hence the force of
the figure here used to represent the securty and
peace of the Messiah’s reign. V. 9. For rthe earth
shall be full—Wherever the Gospel has spread, its
effect has been to benefit aud bless markind.  We
have therefore enccuragement to promote mis.ions
by every means in our power, and to pray for the
g.and consummation, embodied in the golden text.
It is the privilege of every church, of every man,
woman and child in the world, to contribute in some
measure towards the advancement of the Redeem-
ers Kingdom.
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