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LIJIIERIEN'8 TOUB)LE.
The meeting of Northwestern lumbormen,

which gathered together at Minneapolis on
MJay 29th, was probably one of the best repre.
sentative trado conventiona, which have mot
auring the pressut ycar, and tho voiceofe snob
a gathering cannot bc accopteti as other than
representing the actual statu of the lumber
trade in tho North-western States. Taking
that for granteti, one bas only to taite a look
ov&r the prccedings of the meeting as reporteti
in the XAississiPPi ValZley L nrberrnan, of the
following day, te diuicever in what an unsatis-
factory anud unheulthy state the lumber trade of
the northwest really is.

In a meeting of discontonteti maLufacturers
it is cnly natCiral to expeet sorne tait grumb.
jing, and in this respect tha late meeting
of lumbarmen was noeoxception to the
mile. But the convention hsd nlot corne near
ta a conclusion ofets business, hafora it becanie
evident, that there was good reason for the
grumbling. The purport of most of the
speeches was, that the lbulk of the business
nea baing done by tho trada, was being done
at a loss insteati of a profit, and when lu auch

a meeting mcn wero heard to say, that thay
had the alternative of Bell and realiza, or burst,
it may be judged how honest and genuina were
the expressions of opinion matie. 0f course
mauy of the opeeches ativocateti measures of
temporary relief, in the hope, that n-atters
would soan improve themiselves, and thus take
away the necessity for any action teuding te
permanent improvaulent; and one stop of that
kind taken by the meeting was the passing of
the following resoletion :

That a committee of five bo appointed te
beture the signatures to an agreernent of manu-
facturera of lumber in the northwcst to with.
draw their travelling men for sixty tisys ; that
when seventy;five per cent. cf all the msnufac-
turers shail 1ha si gued such au agreemeus the
manufacturera sasU be notified snd the agree-
ment shall become operative.

Another motion passeti wab lu favor o! a ton
per cent. risa in the price of ail grades of
lumber, wvhich setee te ba ouly oua o! thoso
emeotional acta of the meeting, for it wFz
ovideut that tuera txistet inl the trada ne sys-
tom o! organisation whareby the carrying ont
et the motion coulai ho enforceti. Xio regular
sosie of prices acknowledged by the trade
coulti ho asad te ba lu existence, sud aven were
aucu lu force the latitude in the grading cf
lumber at acèfrent points wsssowide, that
such a liat would ba cf littie or ne value.
Eventually the meeting adopted an amendeti
report cf a committea, which calied for inquiry
into aud sssimilating cf grading, aud the'ar-
rangement of a prie lust iu keepiug with this
new sud niform system cf grades. In short
the meeting saw ne way ont cf the troubles cf
tbe trade, except hy fcrming what politiciens
ef the Senator flutterworth sttipa would eaiu a
trust, and would seek te make illegal, sud its
formation criminal te al.1 ongageai therein.

This convention cf lumbermeu cf the Uorth-

western States is net withont its lossons te
parties iu othor hues cf business, sud specially
te people who look upon overy cembination lu
trada as a menace te tha publie wvelfare. Tho
is cortainly ne extmacrdinary stato eof trade
genarally lu existence lu tho Nerthwestmn
States, which wonld protuce the demoralized
cendtion cf the lumbor tratia as revealati at
te convention. Business genarally is lu a

healthy state, and the crop outloek ia Vhe hast
thora for many years. Even lu tho lumber
trato thora is ne cmy of dulne-es, andi quita a
number of manufacturera stated that their sales
this spring, were lu excess cf those cf lat
spring, anti yet the wholeofe this important
braucb cf trato was moving at a loas te all
engagea themein. The tact wau revealet, Chat
witlîout organisation, sa Chat pricas coulai ha
fixet at a profitable scsie, the whola Inuber
tradeocf tho country wcnld drift te smash aud
muin.

It is smusing te liston te the argumnints cf a
chaes of people, who are ln plain languaga the
nihilits of trade. They weuld admise, Chat
the Inuber tma4a cf the Northwe3t at tha
present ime ha allowed ta drift te smash, anti
ont of the smash aud ruin iveulti coma a purer
-aud botter state cf affaire. The cure thus
ativiset might ba gond, as it certainly weuld ha
effectuai. It wôuld ha as much so as the oe
pi-esemibeti for the oIt womau's toothacha,
namely, to take a monthful cf celai water, anti
bola it lu ivbilo you sit ou a bot cook.stova
until lu halls.

The Nomthwesteau lumbermen have takan
the proper course te secura a besîthier stata cf
their bmanch o! trade than new exista, andi it
is te ho hopeti tbey will tchlow the course they
ativocate, before itis toclato, lu this orovinca
thora was a demnoralizeti state of the lutuhor
trade during the four years preceding 1887,
and the trate wcnld gladly have mate any
saeclfice ln orter tc bring about a botter feeling.
But unlimniteti stecks were haIt by bauks, who
kept the market clamomalizeti hy tho eagamnass
te sell, sud Chus preveutet auy sensible unter-
standing being reachet. Now the trade hava
a prica list te which aIl atibere, anti a state cf
prcsperity la the resuit, anti te thii the lutu-
hemmen te the south cf us muuC go if they are
inclinet te kuap their trade lu a aa state.

WEIGRTS AND NBA8IJRES.
Only a stusîl proportion et tha genoral publie

know cf thc machinery the Dominion Gevera-
ment bas at w<,rk, te protect unuspecting citi-
z-as trom heiog fleeced by unsemupulens tradiers
lu the mattor et short ivoigbts sud ineasures,
sud a still amaller propýrtion"are sware cf the
jasa sustaineti by the eousumiug publie thrctîgh
lack if knowledge lu this respect. lu a uew
country like the Northwest people are vcmv
proue te tat inte the erro f doiug busines se
te speak on the teati jump, and payiug tar tee
littIe attentton te bew the details are carniet
out. Iu no field is this careleuness more
mamked, than lu the negleet te purchas- staple
commoditie, -f every-day consumpt.ion only hy
standard weight or ineaumre, wbero it is possible
te so regulato purcbases

If thus country fi a naw oua, its fiacilities for
soeurlng tfie stampiug et standard woigbts anti

measures are by no means short. The WVinni-
peg district cf inspection oxtends frm Port
Arthum tetha Roeky Mountains, sudtram tho
International houndary lina on tho south as far
as settiement meachos te the north. bMr. R. T.
Hugzard, tho inspecter, is located at Winnipeg,
sud ho hau assistants at Brandon, (.WAppela
Station. Port Arthur, Calgary anti Prince Al.
bort. Tho office cf the Inspecter, with its mul-
tifariaus tools andi appliancos for tosting and
stampiug, ranging fmomn the tlny stamp for galai
weights te the gasometar for testiog gas mater8,
show that the Goveammnt bas made fuîl pro.
vision for the wants of traders who require
weights sud measuros tested aud stamped, sa
that thera is ne excuse for tho mnan wbe bas to
psy a penalty for neglect or breah ot the law.
Thon the law itself is on this poit~ suificiently
clear sud concise, that the most omdinamy mer.
tais eau clearly coinprehenaiit. The sections of
the set read thus:

Every persan who selles y auy denomination
cf wei~h or measuro other than eue cf the
Dominionh weights or measumes, or sema multi-
pie or part themeof, and every publie weigher
or measumor who uses an y waigbt or measure,
or who uses, in any certificate as te the waîght
or measure cf any article weighod or measureti
by him, auy other than une cf the Dominion
weights or measure, or some mullipleoer part
themeot, shahl ba lable te a penalty net exceeti-
ing twouty dollars for every sncb sale, weighiug
or certificate.

Nothiug in thîs Act shall praveut the sale, or
snbject a persan te a penalty tinter this Act for
the sale cof un article lu any vessel, sncb vessel
being included in the sale, when sncb vassal in
net representeti as ccntainiug auy amount cf
Dominion measures, nor subjeet a porion te a
penalty under this Act for tho possession cf a
vessel when it is shown that sncb vassal is net
useti or intendet for use as a measure.

The carelesa measer may think that thia is
masant cnly te ovartaka dishoneat people, but
they are hiable tc find out that it will roach
caraless nes aise. The light weigbt sud short
measure, are net aimet at alone, but the unau-
thorizeti weigbt sud measnre coma equally
witbiu the seope of the law, sud it is well so,
fer they are made te cever deceptien far cf touer
than the actually faisifled. Recently tho WVin-
nipeg Inspecter institnted a number e! prose-
cntions cf traders for selling merchantable cm
modities by the pal full, andi it is te te hopeti
that this practice ivili ba stamped out. It
must ha remnemberedl however, that the lsw
canuot interfeme when geeds are put up in pails
or other nstamped packages, aud solti as part
cf the parcel. The Dspartment cf Inland Rev-
enue et Ottawa under tlhe cntrol cf -which
the Act is enferceti, doos net haniper manu-
facturers or traders with [foolish restric-
tions as te size, weight or capacity cf the pack-
ages they tutu eut, se long as such packages
are net alleged te cenitain any definite weight
or quantity. The trouble cornes iu wbere the
psu hi useti simply as a meainre, sud this ha8
bean doue exteusively et late by peddlers sud
others in tho sale cf fruit sud other commodi-
tics sud in most cases doue with the intention
cf mystifyiug sud dcceiving the purchaser.
The honest fermer tuc bad botter look ont, or
the Inspecter may bc on hL-s track about bis

Ly8teml of solliug potatoes and other protince by
tha sack. Duriug thus spring huudreds of saclu
cf pitatoes have beau palmeti off lu Winnipeg


