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ing fall, to observe them scampering off in all directions, to avoid
bewng crushed. Whea the tree is prostrate, they quickly strip it
of uts branches : after which, with their dental chigels, they divide
the trunk into several pieces of equal lengths, which they roll to
the rivulet across which they wtend to erect their house, Two or
three old ones generally superintend the others ; and it is no uau-
sual sight to see them beating those who exbibit any symptoms of
luziness. Should, hovever, any fellow be incorrigible and persist
in refusing to work, he is driven usanimously by the whole tribe
to seek shelter and provisions elswhere. The outlaws are there-
fore obliged to pass a miserable winter, half starved in a burrow
on the banks of some stream, where they are easily trapped.
The Indians call them ¢ lazy beaver,” and their fur is not half so
valuable as that of the other animals, whose persevering industry
and prevoyance secure them provisions and a comfortable shelter
during the severity of winter.

¢ Tne ladian 1ribes differ little from each other in laws,
manners, or customs ; and were I to make a distiaction, { would
say the Cathlamahs are ihe most tranguil, the Killvmucks the
most roguish, the Clatsops the most honest, aod the Chinooks the
most incontinent. 'The Chilts, a small tribe who inbabit the coast
to the northward of Cape Disappointment, partake in some de-
gree of these various qualities. The abominable custom of flatten-
ing their heads prevails among them all. Immediately atter bicth
the infant is placed in a kind of oblong cradle formed like a trongh,
with moss under it. OQOuae end, on which the heud repnses, is
more elevated than the rest. A padding is then placed on'the
forehead with a piece of cedar-bark over it, and by means of cords
passed through small holes on each side of the cradle the padding
is pressed against the head. It is kept in this manoer upwards of
a year, and 13 not, ! believe, attended with much pain. The ap-
pearance of the infant, however, while in this state of compressi-
on, is frightful,and its little black eyes, forced out by the tightness
of the bandages, resemble those of a mouse choked in the trap.
When released frem this inhuman process, the head is perfectly
flattened, and the upper part of it seldom exceeds an inch in thick-
ness. It never afterwards recovers its rotundity. They deem
this an essential point of beauty, and the most devoted adherent of
our first Charles never entertained a sironger aversion to a Round-
head than these savages. They allege, as an excuse for this cus-
tom, that all their slaves have round heads : and accordingly, eve-
ry child of a bondsman, who is not adopted by the tribe, inherits
not only his father’s degradation, but Eis parental rotundity of
cranium. ‘This deformity is unredeemed by any peculiar beauty,
either in features or person. - The height of the men varies from
five feet to five fcet six inches ; that of the women is generally
BiX o\r ?ight inches less. The nose is rather flat, with distended
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