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acids. But it is essentially and
vitally important to him and to al
of us that hie should realise the his-
torical significance of science, the
part it lias played in mouldîng the
world as hie sees'it to-day. and the
part it rnay corne to play ini creating
new and undreamt-of civilizations,
and -we have surely the riglit to
demand, when -we review the vast
potentialities of the subjeet for good
or for cvii, that the publie men of the
future shall have at least that
measure of acquaintance witli con-
temporary scientifie literature which
we would expeet any educated man
to possess of coùtemporary artistic
literature.

A conscious and purposeful effort
to disseminate the scientifie point of
vicw and a consciousness of the his-
torical funetion of science lias been
made and lias been attended by a
considerable measure of success dur-
ing the past generatien by our
adversaries. 0f course it may be
urged that if science makes us like
the Germans, then for Heaven's sake
let -us have no more science. But to
this we may reply in the first place
that the mÎsuse of fire does not render
fire a wholly malilgnant cvil te be
esehewed, and in the second place
that "needs must when the dcvii
drives">. We are piaced under the
necessity of becoming scientifie or
cise ultimately succumbing to the
domination of the only modern
nation among- whoe people the scien-
tiffe vicwpoint is at ail widely
distributed. There can be no doubt
as te whidh alternative we will prefer
and we may as well adopt it whole-
lieartedly.

Tlie Germans have characteristie-
ally cultivated the materialistie
aspects of science Wo the almeet total
exclusion of its idealistic and spir-
itual values. But it is the dharacter
of the recipient mind which renders
science materÎalistic, not the sincere
endeavour to fathoma the ultimate
mysteries of the Universe and of Our
place within it whieh is the ultimate
goal of Science, as it ie of religion

iteif. The prophetic words of
Pasteur, se aecurately define for us
the true issue of to-day, that it is
difficuit to realize tliey were uttered
thirty years ago:

"Two contrary ]aws seem to be wrest-
hing witb each other at the present tlime;
the one a law of blood and death, ever
devising new ineans of destruction and
forcing nations to bc constantly ready' for
the battlefield-the other a law of pae
work and healtb, ever developing uow
meaus of delivering mani froux the seourgea
whieh beset hini.

"The oue eeeks violent eonquests, the
other the relief of humanity. The l'atter
places one birman life above any victory;
while the former would sacrifice hundredja
and thousands of lives to the amibition
of one. . . . Whieh of these two Iaw
will ultimately prevail God alone knews.
But we may assert that French sciece
will have trîed, by obeyIng the law of
humanity, to extend the fro-tiers of lif e. 1

Net only Frenchi science, but the
science of ail the aliied demecracies
is to-day pitted against the science of
autocracy. If this war awakens us
to a realization, net mercly ef the
passing utiiity of science in this
izumediate crisis, but of its erganjo
function in society, of its fundamn-,
tai 'significancee W us al, in war, i
peace, in health and in disease, mter-.
iaily and spirituaily, of its endwring
importance as the pre-eminenti,
creative factor In civilizatien, then
indeed we may entertain the c p
that this war may in very truth b
the last. Fer that erder of oit
which attains the greatest harmoQi
of its social consciounees with scien-
tifie thouglit must inevitably attain
the domination of the world.

And tIns out ef thc almost intoler-
able evils of our day, good may yet be
tIc issue; and those who corne after
us may spcak of oinr tragediies as thep
birth-pangs -of a new democracy,
conscieus of its power, ercating ît;s
own destiny pnrposefuily, intelli
gently, systematicaily; looking for
ward with confidence and reveree
over the vast perspective ef unfath-
erned truth wlhich lies ever before us
diviniug and fashiening new word4,ý
C«extending the frentiers of! lifel


