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ferving the authority of government
entire, and in its utmofn lawful force.
To make government more eafv,
knowing that many would-dincurb it,
from difaffeffion, or difguft, or mis-
taken notions of liberty, they thought
it juft to rule men by their intereifs
if they could not by their virtues, and
they had long been in the praaice of
procuring a majority in parliament,
by the diftribution of the numerous
lucrative places and employments
which our conftitution leaves in the
difpofal of the Crown. Several be-
lieved that no other method was
praaicable, confidering the nature
of mankind, and our particular forni
of government.

But the third and popular party,
was influenced by different principles.
They looked indeed on the power
of France in the fame light with the
two former, and were of the fame
opinion concerning the neceflity of
fetting bounds to it. In the means
of attaining this end they differed.
Our fituation they thought didated
a narrower, but a more natural, a
fafer, and a lefs expenfive plan of
politics, than that which had been
adopted by the other party. We
ought never to forget, faid they, that
we are an ifland : and that this cir-
cumftance fa favorable both to our
political and to our civil liberty, pre-
fcribes to us a conduâ very different
from that of every other nation. Our
natural flrength is a maritime ftrength,
as trade is our natural employment ;
thefe muft always go hand in hand,
and they mutually fupport each
other. But, if turning our back on
our real interefts, and abandoning
our natural element, we enter that
inextricable labyrinth of continental
politics ; if we -make ourfelves par-
ties in every controverfy; if we ex-
hauft our wealth in purchafing the
utelefs and precarious friendfhip of
every petty prince or flate ; if we

wafte the blood of our people in all
the quarrels that may arife on the
continent ; fo far from gcing in the
right way to reduce France, that
we attack her on the ftrong fide, and
only deffroy ourfelves by our il
judged efforts againfi the eneinY
That we can have nothing to fear
fron the fuperi ty of France on
the continent, wnilft we preferve
our fuperiority at fea ; that we can
always cut the finews of the enemieS
flrength by deftroying their traffici
that to fear an invafion from a
power weak in its marine, is the
idiefn of all fears ; that in cafe
an invafion were poflible, a well
trained national militia, fupplying
by their zeal the defeâs of their dif'
cipline, would prove our bent pro'
teéion ; that a flanding army is iW
whatever fhape dangerous to free-
dom; and that a government like
ours, conneded by its very effence
with the liberty of the fubjeâ, caO
never be in want of the fupports f
defpotic power. As little is parli-
mentary influence neceffary. A go-
vernment pleafing to the people, as
every good government muif be, cal
never be generally oppofed ; and
men need no bribes to perfuade therfi
to their duty.

Thefe notions fo oppofite in their
extrems, might be reconciled in e
medium, and afed to temper each
other. For as on one hand, it would
be very abfurd to take no fort Of
advantage of our infular fituatio0l
but to engage in all the bufinefs O
the continent without referve, and
to plunge -ourfelves into real evils
out of dread of poflible mifchiefs ; fa
on the other hand to think ourfelveS
wholly unconcerned in the fortune
of our neighbours on the continetp
or to think of aiding them in a
cafe, only by the way of diveriOn
with our fleets, would be a way O
proceeding fill more extravaga0


