
In Pastures Green
country is getting altogether too practical and joyless. In the 
big cities they now have" play-masters,” who teach the children 
how to play in the parks and vacant lots, and it has been 
found that they work better and behave better because of the 
good times they hrve. It seems to me that something should 
be done in the schools to interest the children in suitable 
sports that will take the place of those that made life richer for 
their fathers and mothers.

Dec. 26.—“ The country looks just like a Christmas card,” 
said an enthusiast of city breeding, which goes to prove 
the truth of Whistler’s observation that “ Nature is looking. 
up.” The sleighing came with Christmas and made it perfect. 
There had been flurries of snow before that had drifted to 
the hollows and fence-corners, and had given the country a 
sketchy, unfinished look, but on Christmas morning the fields 
and roads were covered several inches deep with an even 
layer of crisp snow. Cutters were dusted and brought out, and 
before noon there was a constant jingling of bells on the 
country roads. Ever since there has been good sleighing, and 
holiday visiting has been worth while, if for no other reason 
than the drive through the clear, cold air. Even the turkeys and 
mince-pies and plum-puddings seemed to taste better after an 
appetising outing with the thermometer at fifteen above. 
Since the sleighing began the towns have been crowded with 
visitors from the farms, who were out more for the drive than 
for any shopping they had to do. As a matter of fact, sleigh
ing is now simply one of the pleasures of the country. There 
is no more heavy teaming to do, and really practical farmers 
who look at things from a business point of view would be 
just as well pleased if we did not have sleighing at all. As 
long as there is enough snow to protect the wheat they are 
satisfied. Sleighing makes it necessary to have sleighs and 
cutters instead of waggons and buggies, and that is an added 
expense. Thank heaven, there arc still enough inconsequential 
people living to like sleighing just for the fun of it. They 
hitch up their roadsters and go out for a spin because
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