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lands on the Mississippi, we must also conclude that this stream

is now a mere rivulet to what it was in the times of old.

On the bluffs, in the immediate vicinity of Prairie Du Chien,

are some of the most remarkable of those strange memorials of

a forgotten race which have yet been discovered in our country.

Like those of Ohio, Kentucky, Missouri, and Illinois, those of

the more northern wilderness will long continue to puzzle tlie

antiquarian, and furnish food for the poet and the moralist.

Here the mounds, trenches, and cellars are found connected in

one scries of works, which seem to have been used for military

purposes. Deep under the surface of the ground, tomahawks

of brass (differing materially from those now in use) have been

found ; and stories arc told of gigantic skeletons having been

disinterred in the neighborhood. The only things which throw

any light upon these singular ruins, are the uncouth and un-

satisfactory legends of the Indians, who tell us that a race of

white giants were once the possessors of the soil which they

have inherited from their warlike and victorious ancestors.

These vestiges of an extinct race, " lie in their sunless cham-

bers like the spirits of the past, as if in mockery of an age

which arrogates to itself the term of an age of light. They
will probably remain for ever a signal rebuke upon the learn-

ing of modern times, assuming, as it does, the pride of universal

knowledge."

At this place I met and had a long conversation with an
Indian trader, who had lived in the wilderness for more than

half a century. He gave me an interesting account of the

battle of Bad Axe, at which he was present. This spot lies

some distance below Prairie Du Chien, and received its name
from an Indian, who was killed and buried there at an early

day. The trader told me that the word battle was not the right

one to use in speaking of that conclusion of the Black Hawk
war ;—it was a cruel massacre. The poor Indians were crossing

the river (as they had been for days) with all possible despatch,

when they were overtaken by a force of three thousand of our*
well-armed soldiers. The surprise caused great consternation

among the Indians ; all who could, made their escape, and the


